World Day of Prayer for Vocations • May 11, 2014

Resources for Priests in Portland

HOMILY IDEAS

May 11, 2014 • Good Shepherd Sunday
First Reading: Acts 2:14, 36-41

Summary: Peter preaches to the crowd on Pentecost, exhorting
them to be baptized and receive the Holy Spirit.

The vocation angle: When Peter exhorted the crowd, “they
were cut to the heart.” Sometimes the Holy Spirit “speaks” to us
when we have a moment of clarity deep inside our spirit. Many
men who have been called to the priesthood have had this experience—during Mass, on a retreat, or at a youth event. The
question is, how do you respond? This is one instance where
you can “follow the crowd,” that is, do what the crowd did in
Jerusalem that day by responding whole-heartedly to the call.

Psalm: Psalm 23

Summary: This famous psalm describes peace in the midst of
danger because of reliance on the Shepherd.

The vocation angle: When a young person feels called to priesthood or religious life, he or she can experience a lot of confusion and anxiety. But the saints tell us never to make a decision
about one’s vocation in a state of fear. Rather, like the psalmist,
we must learn to discover a place of inner peace, where we hear
Jesus best, and then respond to the call, whatever it may be.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:20-25

Summary: Jesus offers an example of suffering patiently for the
sake of the good.
The vocation angle: When faced with the choice of marriage
and family or priesthood and religious life, people are drawn
to the former by their very natures. Sometimes, though, sacrifices should be made for the sake of a great good. We should
acknowledge that, like Jesus, some are called to celibacy for the
Kingdom of God.

POPE FRANCIS

Excerpts from the Pontiff ’s message
on World Day of Prayer for Vocations
“We Christians were not chosen by the Lord for small
things; push onwards toward the highest principles. Stake
your lives on noble ideals!”
“Every vocation... always requires an exodus from oneself
in order to center one’s life on Christ and on his Gospel.”
“A vocation flows from the heart of God and blossoms in
the good soil of faithful people.”
“I turn now to those who are well disposed to listen to the
voice of Christ that rings out in the Church and to understand what their own vocation is. I invite you to listen to
and follow Jesus, and to allow yourselves to be transformed
interiorly by his words, which ‘are spirit and life’” ( Jn 6:62).

Gospel: John 10:1-10

Summary: Jesus is the Good Shepherd. Those who hear his
voice follow him.
The vocation angle: To hear the Shepherd’s voice requires quiet
and prayer. Pope John Paul II said, “Young people, if they can
be taught how to pray, can be trusted to know what to do with
God’s call.” Talk about prayer, methods of prayer, and the importance of listening for God’s voice, especially when making
big decisions in life.

May 11 is also Mother’s Day

St. Pius X: “Every vocation to the
priesthood comes from the heart of
God, but it passes through the heart of a
mother.” Read stories of pope’s mothers:
worlddayofprayerforvocations.com.

PRAYERS OF THE
FAITHFUL

ITEMS FOR THE
BULLETIN

• On this World Day of Prayer for Vocations, we pray for
an increase in vocations to priesthood and consecrated life,
especially in places where they are most needed. We pray to
the Lord.
• For all charged with the common good, especially those who
work with youth, that they will inspire children and young
adults to strive for virtue. We pray to the Lord.
• For those who are having difficulty discerning their vocations, that the Holy Spirit give them wisdom and peace. We
pray to the Lord.
• That young men from our parish will respond to the Church’s
tremendous need for priests. We pray to the Lord.
• That young women from our parish will remain open to
consecrating themselves to God as religious sisters. We pray
to the Lord.
• That Christian parents will happily encourage their children
to remain open to priesthood or consecrated life. We pray to
the Lord.
• In thanksgiving for all mothers, especially the mothers of
priests, both living and dead. We pray to the Lord.

Pray for
Vocations

Join the Invisible Monastery

Pledge to pray for vocations at the international web site,
invisiblemonastery.com. It was inspired by a Vatican document
urging Catholics to “organize an ‘invisible monastery’ in which
many persons, day and night, are committed to continuous
prayer for priestly vocations.”

Pray the Rosary for the Priests in Your Life

When praying the rosary, offer the first decade for the priest
who baptized you, the second for the priest who gave you first
Communion, the third for the bishop who confirmed you, the
fourth for the priest who witnessed your marriage or the bishop
who ordained you (or will do so in the future), and the fifth
decade for the priest who will anoint you at your death.

Looking for ways to promote vocations in your parish or
school throughout the year?
YOLO
brochure

On World Day of Prayer for Vocations, consider holding
a special Holy Hour for Vocations. This can be for adults
to pray for more vocations, or for young people to pray
about their vocations—or both!

Roman Catholic Bishop of Portland

Pope Pius X (1835-194) was a very humble man and had a saintly mother, Margarita Sanson. Because they were so poor, she
worked as a washer woman and a school janitor to earn enough
money so that he could go to the seminary. (In those days, the
family had to pay for the seminarian’s education.) When he was
installed as Pope, his mother was present, and as was the custom,
she kissed his large papal ring. She then presented her tiny hand
with her wedding ring and said, “Now you kiss my ring—for
without it, you never would have received yours!”

VOCATION RESOURCES

HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS

Office of Vocations

Mother’s Day & Priestly Vocations

Brochure for
teens skeptical of
even considering
a vocation to
priesthood or
religious life.
Explains the
main vocations
and answers
questions asked
by boys and girls.

A Sacred
Moment
brochure
Best-selling
brochure
helps
Catholics to
effectively
talk to young
men about
a possible
vocation to
priesthood.

Find these and other resources at vianneyvocations.com

510 Ocean Ave.
Portland, ME 04103
(207) 773-6471
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