
15th Sunday 
Ephesians 1:3-14 

Mark 6:7-13 
 
Among St. Francis of Assisi’s mystical experiences came an encounter with God that was 
overwhelming. Although no words can ever describe such an encounter, St. Francis came to realize 
that, “In the Risen Christ, he stood before the living God as ‘beloved’. In the Risen Christ he stood 
with all humanity and all creation as ‘beloved’.” Everything else we believe and know to be true 
flows from that one epiphany. Others in our Tradition had a similar mystical experience. Among 
them St. Ignatius Loyola, St. Teresa Avila, Mother Teresa, Thomas Merton just to name a few.  
 
St. Paul tells us the same thing in those opening verses from Ephesians. “In love, God destined us 
for adoption through Jesus Christ for the praise of the glory of his grace that he granted us in the 
beloved.”   
 
In these few passages from his Letter to the Ephesians, St. Paul uses the image “in Christ” 
constantly as a source of all blessing. God blest us “with every spiritual blessing” in Christ, he 
“chose us in Christ”. In Christ “we have redemption”. God the Father sums up all things in Christ. 
In Christ “you have heard the word of truth”. “We who first hoped in Christ”. In Christ you “were 
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit”. In Christ, we experience and come to realize all of these 
realities, but the above lists only a few of the countless blessings we receive through the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 
This reality helps us respond to the question confounding our society and culture. “Why do we need 
The Church?”  Why Church at all? “I can be with God in the beauty of nature and in the warmth of 
my own home.” That is true as well and need not be denied or minimized. We are indeed called to 
relationship with God in a personal way and we are called to find God everywhere. 
 
But that is not the full realization of God. God is realized fully in community, in the gathering of 
humanity with all our virtues and vices, with all our wholeness and wounds, and with all our glory 
and decadence. “One with God”, “one with the Church” and “one with all of humanity” is the 
ultimate calling of everyone so “beloved in Christ”. 
 
The Church is not just another way of experiencing God. Rather, the Church is the locus of God’s 
saving actions and the sacrament of God’s salvation everywhere in creation. The Church is where 
God’s peace happens. The Church is the visible sign that God is present to the world and remains 
active in the world. The mere presence of the Church testifies that God has not abandoned the 
world, and still embraces the world with the outstretched arms of the Risen Christ.  
 
It is not so much that “the church has a mission”, as it is that “the mission has a church”. 
 
God accomplishes peace through Christ in the Church. Love is God’s motivation and the fruits of 
God’s peace are forgiveness, reconciliation, communion with God and communion with one 
another. 

 
It is in the church that we are strengthened by word and sacrament to live holy lives. 
It is in the church that we are nourished by word and sacrament with the love of Jesus Christ. 
It is in the church that we grow deeper in love with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
It is in the church that we find forgiveness for all our sins and the peace of God to stand firm in 
mercy. 
 
People still look at me as though I have square eyeballs when saying, “We must love the Church! 
This is not optional. This is not a multiple choice question. There is no substitution. We must love 
the Church!” 
People will respond to me, “Well Father Mike, I love Jesus!”  



Loving Jesus is easy, but loving the church is difficult, very difficult. Loving the church means 
loving all the church is and all the church has been. It does not mean liking all the church has 
done or is doing. Christ has always loved the church. Christ has also always called the church to 
accountability. We must love and we must also be held accountable. 
 
“Well Father Mike, I love my parish!” “Good for you! And that means you love all the parishioners in 
your parish?” “Now wait a minute. Let’s not get carried away!” 
When we love the church, we “love the Lord Our God with all our heart, all our soul, all our mind 
and all our strength and we love our neighbor as our self.” (Mark 12:29,30) 
 
This reality is the foundation of the gospel passage when Jesus sends the Twelve out in pairs to 
preach, cast out demons and heal. In Christ, all they are is all they need. They are sent in the name 
of and with the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ. That and their experience of divine love in Jesus 
Christ is all they need. They travel in pairs. This highlights two realities. In the ancient world, 
testimony was verified by two witnesses. Also, no one is expected to live a life of faith in isolation. 
We need one another’s support, testimony, encouragement, and challenge. We need the church. 
 
We are meant to be together. The Risen Lord still sends us out, and the Risen Lord still gathers us 
in. Our broken human lives find healing and redemption in the community of faith we call church. 
We discover that in Christ, we stand before the living God as beloved. Our call in life is to realize 
that and share that with others.  

 
 
 
 


