
The First Sunday of Lent: The Temptation in the Desert 

St. Mark 1:12-15 

“What will we profess?” 

Of all the horrific images coming from The Middle East and Northern Africa, last 

week’s lining up of 21 Egyptian Christians slaughtered on a Libyan beach by ISIS was 

one of the most heart wrenching. Their public execution of beheading represents their 

profession of faith. Anyone or all of them could have avoided this atrocity by simply 

renouncing their Christian faith for the religious belief of the so-called Islamic State. 

Following their murders, the Egyptian air force retaliated by targeting ISIS 

strongholds in Libya. Other foreign governments in the Middle East and around the 

world condemned the killings and called for renewed and greater efforts to turn back 

ISIS and eventually eliminate them as a threat. 

A few days following these executions, I had a meal with one of our diocesan 

priests. He shared a news story he had seen of an interview with the brother of one of 

those murdered (martyred). This relative not only forgave the terrorists, he actually 

thanked them for letting his brother speak a prayer expressing his love for Christ 

before being executed. This brother also professed his faith first in forgiving those 

responsible for murder, and for gratitude that his brother’s death became a witness to 

faith in both word and deed. 

Following his baptism The Spirit announced him as “Beloved Son. The Spirit 

now moves Jesus into the desert to face intense temptations at the hands of Satan.  

There is a definition of a bargain as, “A bargain is something you don’t need at a price 

you can’t refuse.” What bargains did the devil offer Jesus?  

We do not know the exact nature of these temptations from St. Mark’s Gospel. 

Ultimately, the devil’s intent was for Jesus to abandon his mission and to believe his 

mission was both folly and futile. For sure, the devil feigning a certain care for Jesus 

would want him to recognize that such a mission as his would only bring him failure 

and ridicule. “So, find something more satisfying to do with your life. Do something 

that will make you happy. That’s what life is all about. There is nothing else beside 

that.” 

We are called to believe that the Egyptian Christians martyred on that beach 

join many others in professing that Jesus’ mission was not in vain, did not end in 

failure. We are called to believe that love ultimately triumphs over every dark and 

sinister force in the universe. We are also called to believe that the brother’s witness of 

faith with forgiveness and gratitude can ultimately be more powerful than the 21 

executions and the Egyptian retaliation. 

On Easter, the catechumens will make their profession of faith for the first time. 

On Easter we will renew our profession of faith with baptismal promises. Lent is the 

40 day retreat into a desert for us to reflect on what that first profession and renewal 

really means. There we are also tempted to abandon our God given mission to serve 

and proclaim the Gospel in word and deed. There we are also encouraged to “do 

something more satisfying with your life and do something that will make us happy”. 

Baptism is not just the removal of original sin. It is not over and done with once 

and for all. We are not baptized once in a lifetime. We are rather baptized once for a 

lifetime. The spiritual writer John Shea once wrote of baptism, “The baptismal gift of 

the Spirit is not personal privilege but the foundation of a struggle. The Gospel of 

Mark is not simply good news. It is good news in a bad world.” 



Our baptism is a call to confront the dark and demonic forces in our world. 

These forces are manifested every time humanity is robbed of dignity. These forces are 

manifested every time society is dehumanized with the bargain promise of purity and 

perfection. This is “the bargain we don’t need at a price we can’t refuse”. 

We need this time to reflect, pray, fast and give alms to dig deep within 

ourselves to prepare for this renewed profession of our baptismal vows. We need the 

witness of the Coptic Christians and their profession of faith to prepare us.  How will 

we answer the questions: “Do you reject Satan and all his empty promises?” 


