
Third Sunday of Lent 

1 Corinthians 1:22-25 

“We Proclaim Christ Crucified!” 

Why is there so much suffering in the world? Why do bad things happen to such good 

people? Why do these same good people suffer so frequently? Why does lightning seem to strike 

certain folks over and over again? How can religion and belief in God dissolve into a murderous 

fanaticism using God’s very name? Why are good people capable of committing terrible actions of 

betrayal and decadency?  

These and so many other similar questions beg for answers. So often we can try to provide 

such answers. So often these attempts only simplify and gloss over the deepest and darkest 

mysteries haunting the human soul.  

Our Catholic faith does not provide answers as much a response. The Church’s response to 

these horrible situations is the cross and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Perhaps more 

accurately, God provides this response through the church. The cross and resurrection of Our Lord 

is God’s complete response to every evil, every sin, every suffering, every accident, every loss and 

every pain. But the cross as St. Paul reminds us in The Letter to the Romans is “a stumbling 

block to Jews and foolishness to Greeks.” In other words, St. Paul would say the cross, without 

faith, is both “scandalous and ridiculous”.  

God was revealed to Moses in the burning bush as a God of compassion. “I have witnessed 

the affliction of my people in Egypt and have heard their cry of complaint against their slave drivers. 

Therefore I have come down to rescue them from the hands of the Egyptians and lead them out of 

that land into a good and gracious land…” (Exodus 3:7,8)  God witnesses our suffering, is moved by 

our suffering and takes action on behalf of those suffering.  

The cross extends and fulfills this revelation. God witnessed our suffering at the hands of sin 

and death. God was moved by our wounds and suffering. God took action on our behalf. The cross 

is God’s choice to descend to the great depth of humanity’s gaping wounds.  

The cross is a sign and source of compassion. Nailed to a cross, Jesus allowed the world to 

witness the depths of horror humanity can inflict upon one another. In his own body, he absorbed 

the evil of injustice, cruelty and demonic malice. This was a sign so powerful that in and of itself, 

redemption is revealed in the Lord’s suffering and death. Jesus exhibited compassion by offering his 

body manifesting the evil within the world. 

But the cross is also a source of compassion. Jesus’ faithful love on the cross in the face of 

such evil horrors allowed the world to witness the depths of compassion the humanity can 

experience when united to God. Jesus’ compassion within us through faith can change our hearts 

and deepen our compassion for one another. The cross not only inspires us and becomes a model 

for us, the cross also empowers us. With the Risen Lord, we can become sources of justice, 

compassion, forgiveness, and mercy in the face of any evil. With Jesus, we can overcome the 

injustices we witness in the world around us. With Jesus, we can manifest the undying love of God 

and God’s justice in the face of any evil. 

The cross stands as the ultimate contradiction. It manifests evil and manifests Jesus love 

and compassion. The cross can become the ultimate despair for those without hope. With hope, the 

cross can open new horizons of creative possibilities. 

We have no answers and no explanation to the suffering and horrible evil in the world today. 

What we have is the companionship of a compassionate God residing in our hearts. This God hears 

our suffering, is moved by our plight in life, and has entered into our world to rescue us. This 



compassionate God assumed the fullness of humanity in all its wounded condition except sin, 

experienced the collective reality of hatred and malice and was immersed into the reality of death. 

On Calvary, Jesus becomes subject to evil and death. At Resurrection, he is revealed as 

Victor over evil and death. He now reigns over what he was formerly subjected to. At the Eucharist, 

this saving sacrifice again becomes present to us. The Lord Jesus Christ, fully Risen is also 

completely present in various forms at the sacred liturgy. Christ is present in the gathering of the 

people, in the person of the priest presider, in the proclamation of the Scriptures, and most 

effectively under the signs of bread and wine.  

In a special way, The Holy Spirit within the Eucharistic Prayer gathers the whole church 

before the Risen Lord joining with him in his eternal sacrifice and offering praise and thanksgiving 

to God the Father. The mystery of the Lord’s cross and resurrection is then sealed within the heart 

of every disciple, every baptized person, and every believing soul.  

In a world prideful of intelligence and power, the cross remains “scandalous and ridiculous”. 

In a world where humility and mercy are considered only as weakness and feeble, the cross remains 

“scandalous and ridiculous”. In a world where the powerless stand exposed to those wielding 

tyranny and oppression, the cross can confirm God’s helplessness in the face of evil and sin.  

But with the gift of faith, the cross becomes the ultimate solidarity God gives to all humanity 

and the world. It becomes God’s final judgment on the powers of sin and death. The cross becomes 

the ultimate source of healing over every gaping wound in the human condition. Transformed by 

this, we become sources of divine compassion for others.  

In his Second Letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul teaches us, “For as Christ’s sufferings 

overflow to us, so through Christ does our encouragement also overflow…Our hope for you is firm, 

for we know that as you share in the sufferings, you also share in the encouragement.” In The 

Letter to the Galatians, he sums it all up, “May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me and I to the world.” 

 


