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Curt Schilling is a retired major league baseball pitcher completing his career brilliantly with the 
Boston Red Sox. Last spring, his daughter Gabby was admitted into Salve Regina College in Rhode 
Island, and like a proud dad, he posted the good news on his social media account along with a 
picture of his beautiful daughter.  
 
His social media account allowed people to offer their own comments and along with 
congratulations from his fans and other parents, came some expected comments from young men 
hoping to meet and date Gabby at college. However, along with those comments came other 
comments more offensive, lewd and vulgar. And some even threatened her sexual violence when she 
entered college, describing in graphic detail what would happen if they were able to make contact 
with her. 
 
These comments were all anonymous and sent from computer sites difficult to trace. Difficult, 
however, does not mean impossible. With the assistance of some professional computer sleuths, 
Curt Schilling was able to identify those who sent the most horrific and graphic threatening 
messages. Besides turning their names over to law enforcement, he was also able to forward their 
offensive messages about his daughter to their employers, their parents and siblings, and their 
friends. These anonymous writers, now made public, were fired from their jobs, dismissed from 
their schools and face possible criminal charges.  
 
In an interview, Schilling said, “This is not Twitter’s fault or the Internet. That’s like blaming Ford 
for someone being run over. This is people. None of these people want to be connected to anything 
they said. There’s a reason for that. Now the goal is, if you’re a young lady and being harassed, first 
of all it’s against the law. As a young lady and a human, no one, anywhere, ever, is allowed to talk 
to you that way. Under any circumstances. If you’re a man and you do this, you’re not (a man). 
Being a man is about having integrity. This isn’t a mistake. This is a malicious attempt to be evil…” 
 
Curt Shilling was able to score a victory in his attempts to protect his daughter. Gabby was 
fortunate her dad was socially prominent to turn the tables on her verbal abusers. After all, the 
messages were sent to Curt, the dad, and not to Gabby, the daughter. Unfortunately, too many 
other victims themselves receive such messaging, and too often have felt helpless against the 
onslaught of such inhuman revolting use of speech.  
 
In the gospel, Jesus takes a deaf man, also unable to speak, away from the crowd and crying out in 
words to heaven heals the man of both disabilities. Now the real questions begin. What will this 
man hear from other people that he was unable to hear before? What words will he choose to speak 
that he was unable to speak before? How will he use the new ability to speak and to hear? What will 
influence him? 
 
If he was watching any news show on any cable station, what would impress him as to how speech 
and language is used in our world, our nation, our political culture? If he were sitting at any one of 
our kitchen tables, what would he learn about the use of speech and language in our homes, in 
conversations between adults and other adults, between adults and teenagers, between teenagers 
and other teenagers? What would our conversations tell him about the kind of people gathered at 
table, and what were the important values and concerns in our lives? 
 
What would he learn if he participated in your social media? What words, photos, language and 
other messages would teach him about who you are, who your friends are and what bonds you 
together as friends? 
 
 



All of us are responsible before God for the use of our hearing and our speech. They are gifts from 
God and we called to use these, as all gifts, for the glory of God. A song from a Broadway play 
entitled “Children Will Listen” has these words, “Careful the things you say. Children will listen. 
Careful the things you do. Children will see and learn.” 
 
So often, we speak what we have learned at home or in the neighborhood, or in our daily life. 
Children raised only hearing scolding and ridicule will grow up either ridiculing others or living with 
self-hatred in quiet desperation. Only a new moment of creation in their lives coming as grace can 
begin the process of redemption. 
 
Throughout the Old Testament and the New Testament, God is described as “kind.” Choosing and 
speaking “kindness” to others is a virtue and becomes a habit of the heart. Speaking kindness to 
those only having heard ridicule gives them an opportunity to think of themselves apart from words 
they may have heard before. Speaking kindness to them also gives them a new opportunity of 
speaking kindness themselves.  
 
Many in our society today value the use of words as a bludgeon and weapon over others. We use 
speech to demonize others in order to feel self-satisfied with our own ideas of how the world is, 
regardless of how the world really is. We are too afraid of being challenged by other ideas that might 
make us rethink the way we interpret things. 
 
While social media has opened up new roads of communication and have brought down dictators in 
foreign lands, these same media have been used to bully, humiliate, harass, and ridicule countless 
others, often hiding behind seemingly anonymous protections. As Curt Schilling rightly said, it is 
not the social media, but rather how people utilize it. We can use speech for the good and building 
up of people and communities; or tearing down and dividing. 
 
God gives each of us the gifts of hearing and speech. But more than that, God gives us the gift of 
The Word (with capital “W”) as from the Gospel of John on Christmas morning, “The Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us”. This is the gift of his very Son. The writer of The Letter to the Hebrews 

proclaims this truth, “In times past, God spoke in partial and various ways to our ancestors 
through the prophets. In these last days, he spoke to us through a son whom he made heir of all 
things and through whom he created the universe.” 
 
In the gift of the Son of God made flesh, God makes real and accessible every message of love, every 
message of compassion and mercy, every message of justice and truth, every message of hope and 
faith, and every message of salvation and redemption. In our baptism and through the Church 
those messages are now ours, not just to receive, but to share with others through our gifts of 
hearing and speech.  
 
There are times when we do need to use our speech to correct or confront someone for their 
behavior. There are also those times when we need to discuss someone we care about with others 
who likewise are caring and concerned. These are necessary but difficult uses of speech. But there 
are ways of challenging someone without ridiculing and there are ways of confronting someone 
without harsh judgment. These are the challenges of using speech aided by God’s grace for the 
redemption of humanity. 
 
St. Paul to Ephesians, “No foul language should come out of your mouths. But only such as is good 
for needed edification, that it may impart grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the holy Spirit, 
with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. All bitterness, fury, anger, shouting, and 
reviling must be removed from you, along with all malice. And be kind to one another, 
compassionate, forgiving one another as God has forgiven you in Christ.” Because, remember as the 
song teaches us, “Children will listen.” 

  

 


