
14th Sunday Ordinary Time 

Gospel of St. Mark 6:1-6a 

 Earlier this past week, at one of the funerals I presided at, the son of the deceased gave a beautiful 

eulogy on his father’s life. His dad was born in Northern Maine, and orphaned at a young age, was raised by 

his grandparents. His grandmother taught him the catechism page by page.  

As a young man, he served our nation in the US Air Force and for a while was assigned in the deep 

South during the 1950s. There, he was horrified by the segregation of races mandated by law. There were 

separate drinking fountains for white people and black people. There were separate bathrooms, and separate 

seating in restaurants and all public places. We can also be certain the white drinking fountains and 

bathrooms were in much better condition than those reserved for black people. 

On the airbase where he served, he came across a man who was born of a white father and black 

mother. Airmen from both races shunned him and refused to acknowledge him. But, as the son told the story, 

his father befriended him. Although that cost him some of his own friendships, he continued the friendship 

until he was transferred overseas. 

 In the Gospel passage, Jesus returns home after initiating his proclamation of The Kingdom of God in 

word and deed. Throughout Galilee, his reputation preceded him wherever he went, and whole towns and 

villages flocked around him, especially those who were sick and disabled. What was Jesus expecting returning 

to Nazareth after generating so much fame and reputation across Galilee? Was he expecting the same kind of 

response from the hometown crowd, or did he know they simply were not capable of offering the same kind 

of response? 

Apparently, Nazareth in Jesus’ time was not a popular stop for vacationing tourists. In fact, it seems like 

people avoided Nazareth whenever possible. No one expected much good to come out of it. Apparently, the 

people of Nazareth didn’t expect much good to come out of themselves either. Even Nathaniel in St. John’s 

Gospel reacts to Jesus’ hometown with the remark, “What good can come from Nazareth?”  

 We can be told “we are good for nothing” so often and for so long that we integrate that within self-

identity. This helps explain the reception Jesus receives from his own hometown. The people of Nazareth have 

been told how unimportant they are for so long, they are convinced no one from their village will ever amount 

to anything. “So, Jesus, who are you presenting yourself as someone special? You are just like us. Who do you 

think you are? We know your family and they are nothing to write home about. Certainly no ‘Moses’ or ‘King 

David’ in that clan!”   

 The attitude of the Nazarenes is an attitude far too common in our own day and age. We can absorb 

corrupted messages into our entire being and ultimately believe it about ourselves or about others. They 

become like tapes playing and repeating themselves over and over again, “Nothing good comes out of 

Nazareth.” “Nothing good comes out of me.” “Nothing good comes out of you”. 

 When Jesus returned to his hometown, he wasn’t there to promote himself or to brag about all his 

accomplishments. He had one purpose, and one purpose only and that was to proclaim The Kingdom of God. 

This was his only purpose visiting other villages in Galilee; proclaim the Kingdom in word and deed. The 

Kingdom’s proclamation gave the message they were all valued by God and all welcomed to live in the 

Kingdom forever.  



Jesus stands before them refusing to believe what his fellow Nazareth neighbors accept as truth about 

themselves. He certainly doesn’t believe it about himself, nor does he believe it about them either. The 

Kingdom of God he proclaims in that Nazareth synagogue is for every one of every age of every walk of life.  

Jesus knows if they can begin to believe the Kingdom of God is for them, they might believe anything is 

possible if they put their lives in God’s hands. So long as they remain locked in disbelief and self-pity, then as 

St. Mark tells us, Jesus “was not able to perform any mighty deed there, apart from curing a few sick 

people…He was amazed at their lack of faith.” 

 Here are two examples of how this pattern of corrupted self-understanding affects our lives. First, in 

family life, there are two groups of children corrupted by such self-understanding. One group is constantly told 

“you are good for nothing” while the other group is told “nothing is too good for you”. Both are doomed to 

unhappiness and bitterness unless other messages intervene later in life. 

 Sticking with the group “you are good for nothing”, sometimes those parents are only repeating the 

tapes they heard growing up. Knowing nothing different convinced them that was the only message to convey 

to their children. But the good news of The Kingdom of God has an entirely different message to proclaim and 

celebrate.  

 When people growing up in those families realize how destructive those messages are, and make 

conscious choices to break the cycle, the Kingdom of God is breaking in powerfully in their lives, and in the 

lives of the children they will raise. 

 Secondly, in our society and culture, like all others, the use of stereotypes serves to hinder the building 

of true community. Stereotypes utilize certain truths or accuracies about groups of people and then apply 

them to everyone in that group. Hearing the same tapes over and over again, we can begin to believe them 

about that entire group, or we can begin to believe them about ourselves. 

 A courageous inventory of our heart and soul often reveals how influenced we are by these 

stereotypes, most often without even being aware of it. Think of those airmen on the air force base shunning 

the bi-racial man. My guess would be many of them were most often good people, schooled in Christianity, 

and lived lives of good virtues. But that taped message of those “unacceptable” simply kept repeating itself 

over and over again. 

 Or think of it from this perspective. Anti-Catholicism has often been an acceptable bias in American 

society. In the past, there were strong stereotypes about us. Catholics were “superstitious” or “anti-

intellectual” or “controlled by a foreign dictator”. Catholics couldn’t be patriotic Americans and were “anti-

democracy”. These were common stereotypes about us throughout the 19th and 20th centuries. These 

obviously have been disproven and uncovered as lies or gross misunderstandings. 

 Isn’t it possible that we might have such misunderstandings about others as others had about us? 

What about stereotypes about Muslims? What about people who are gay or people who are immigrants and 

undocumented? If you find yourself harboring such stereotypes, my response is “welcome to the human 

race.” This affects all of us. Now, we need that courage to face what we need to change and ask God for the 

grace to make it happen. Then the Kingdom of God continues to work through us.  

 The son’s eulogy of his dad extending friendship to someone considered unacceptable represents the 

courageous fidelity the Kingdom of God requires of all of us. The Kingdom requires us to “reach out and 

welcome in”. Then we are called to “build up in love”. This “reaching out to welcome in” and “building up in 

love” is the Kingdom manifested in our lives and is the life of The Trinity at work in the human community. 



Shutting off the tapes of corrupted messages and hearing in our hearts the good news of the Kingdom builds 

true communities where all are welcomed and all find their humanity flourishing as God wills.  

 

 


