
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Cycle C 

The Parable of the Rich Farmer 

Gospel of St. Luke 12: 13-21 

The Dead Sea borders the nations of Jordan and Israel in the Middle East. It has the highest salt 

content of any known inland body of water and has a saline content stronger than any ocean. The body of 

water is dead because waters flow into it but there is no outlet. It can receive water, but only evaporation 

allows it to leave. The higher saline content means that no life bigger than microbes can survive there. Other 

than that, life cannot survive. 

In the Gospel, God calls the farmer to account for his life; his life. Like the Dead Sea, the farmer has no 

life. His silos are full of grain, but his heart and soul are empty. Like the Dead Sea, the farmer only receives and 

there is no outlet for his vast wealth.  

God’s appearance comes as a surprise to the farmer, but God has been in the farmer’s life all along. 

God gave the farmer the gift of knowing agriculture and the knowledge to bring in good crops. God provided 

the crops with water and nutrients.  

The peasants working his fields were also God’s creation, and they shared the same human nature of 

the farmer. Everything the farmer possesses to harvest crops is a gift from God, but the farmer makes 

absolutely no reference to God or anyone else in his monologue.  

When Jesus tells the parable of this fictitious farmer, his references are only “first person singular” or 

second person “you” but still only referring to himself. “What shall I do, for I do not have space to store my 

harvest?” He takes all the credit for the abundant crop, allowing no other person in the equation of his life.  

He lives a totally isolated life, protected by his vast wealth and possessions. Like the Dead Sea, his 

chosen isolation brings spiritual death. Landowners at Jesus’ time were notorious for amassing great wealth 

and for their oppressive working conditions and meager pay for peasants. Unfortunately, this behavior toward 

farm workers often continues in our own time.  

Catholicism gives us a beautiful “spirituality of work.” Our work includes not only our job, career or 

profession, but also includes every aspect of our life such as marriage, family, parenting, friendships, 

neighbors, wider community, local parish, the wider Church, even times of rest, vacation, and relaxation.   

This spirituality of work, developed by Pope St. John Paul II reminds us that every gift God gives us is 

meant as a service for others. St. John Paul II taught that through our human work, we are called to be co-

creators with God and co-redeemers with Christ. 

Our human work is called to develop natural resources for the common good and for the flourishing of 

everyone’s humanity. Everyone has a right to draw from the common good; everyone has a responsibility to 

contribute to the common good. In this spirituality, we discover a meaning and purpose for our life. Our life 

develops and grows. This is what it means when Jesus tells us to be “rich in what matters to God.” This will be 

the primary substance of our judgment when we stand before God. 

Returning to the farmer in the parable, he had every right to see the crops as a source of income to 

provide for his family, to reinvest in the lands he harvests, and to secure a profit as well. That is all well within 

the understanding of a moral vision of human work. But he also had a responsibility to pay his workers a 

decent wage, place some of his harvest on the market for others to purchase. And he also has a responsibility 

to provide some of his harvest for the poor, those unable to purchase food for their families. 



 All the above represents the presence of God in his life and in his daily work. We are called to 

recognize the presence of God in every aspect of our life, and to structure our life as a response to God’s 

presence. This response requires: gratitude, wisdom, justice, compassion, and generosity. 

 As Catholics, we have a special gift to offer an increasingly secularized society. Our doctrine of the Real 

Presence reminds us of Our Lord’s true presence in the celebration of the Eucharist and especially under the 

signs of bread and wine. They become for us the Body and Blood of the Lord. This intimate encounter with the 

Risen Lord is meant to enable us to see the Lord’s presence in all aspects of our life. 

 A secular society is rapidly trading the “Real Presence” for the “great absence.” Without belief in the 

Living God, and without ability to recognize God’s presence in daily life, society is quickly resembling the 

farmer amassing material wealth and succumbing to spiritual death. By serving the Lord with a generous 

service to others, we allow others the opportunity to again see the Lord present in their own lives. This is truly 

evangelizing! 

Advice to engaged couples. When planning the household budget, have a prayerful conversation and 

determine an amount set aside expressing gratitude for God’s blessings. After setting that amount, offer half 

to your local parish and the other half to a charity of your choice. Make those the first checks written when 

paying bills. Remain faithful to that and after a certain time you will realize you don’t need it, and you don’t 

miss it. Before long, you will realize you look forward to writing those checks. Then you will come to 

experience a growing compassion bringing a deeper joy. This joy will deepen your marital love and intimacy. 

You will grow “rich in what matters to God.” “God will not be outdone in generosity.” 

 


