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Falling into Autumn and 
Winter 2020-2021 

Season after season all of our efforts in evangelization and cat-
echesis aim toward adults, youth and children growing in their 
knowledge, intimacy,  and communion with Jesus Christ and the 
Church. 

As we prepare for winter 2020-21, parish leaders have new or 
recurring  questions as to how to continue faith formation  dur-
ing those cold and blistery months. The protocols OLFF set forth 
during this pandemic in July 2020* still stand.  

Since we are still dealing with the pandemic,  
continue to focus on 4 priorities for  
the spiritual, physical, and mental  
well-being of those we serve: 
1. Connections among parishioners 
2. Sacramental experience and prep 
3. Circle of Grace education 
4. Flexible, hybrid delivery models     

Even though state guidance increased the maximum number of 
people at an indoor gathering to 50% capacity or 100  people 
(whichever is less), continue limiting on-site faith for-
mation gatherings, events, and activities to only those 
that can maintain safe physical distancing, support 
proper hand hygiene, and limit sharing of materials 
that can contribute to community spread of the novel 
coronavirus. This is even more critical for school children who 
attend day-schools where the district is actively limiting group 
interactions to minimize potential community virus spread. 

* Since multiple parishes are  struggling to record and store virtual 
sessions with children, OLFF is searching  out alternatives for this 
practice that still meet  the spirit of the  diocesan safe environment 
guidelines. 
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Preparing for Advent  
 

 

 

 

In light of this pandemic Advent and Christmas might look different this year.  The hustle 
and bustle of the holidays are now replaced with a silent night.  Pope Francis in Gau-
dete Et Exsultate writes “the common life, whether in the family the parish, 
the religious community or any other, is made up of small everyday things. 
This was true of the holy community formed by  Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
which reflected in an exemplary way the beauty of the Trinitarian Commun-
ion.”  As you plan for Advent help families realize the holiness of their own family this 
year. Remind them that God wants their union with Him and their presence before Him 
more than He wants service, busy-ness, and presents.  OLFF continues to curate resources 
for various learners and makes them available to parish leaders in an online Resource Hub.  

Lights, Camera, Action: 

Catholic Youth Leadership 

Team to produce videos on 

the Catholic faith 

Just as there are challenges and reimagining 

youth ministry at the parish level, the same reality 

exists at the diocesan level. Many of the traditional 

events in which the youth gather cannot take place because of pan-

demic guidelines that are in place for the health and safety of all. The newly in-

stalled Catholic Youth Leadership Team (CYLT) has been meeting, visioning, and plan-

ning on how to best minister to their peers across the state. The main project that they 

are     working on is a series of videos to be released once or twice each month through-

out the year. The videos will be 3 - 5 minutes in length and will present various topics 

about our Catholic faith. They are being designed to be used in your gathered or virtual 

youth ministry or shared via email to youth and families. They can be used as a jump-

ing-off point for conversations or shown as is. The first video will be released this 

month. Watch for the announcement! 

 

https://portlanddiocese.org/olff/covid19-home-leaders
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Technology and Evangelization 

1. Christ has no Online Presence but Yours 

2. Defining our Catholic Culture through Stories 

3. How is our Catholic  Story  

4. Mentimeter 

5. Sages in our Parishes and Area Catholic  Communities  

6. TechTools for Faith Formation  

W 
hoever  tells the story shapes the culture,” was the key message Tim 

Welch had hoped to share at October 8 at the Lifelong Faith Formation 

Association (LFFA) meeting.  While a family emergency kept him from 

being with us, Lori Dahlhoff shared a number of the resources and activi-

ties Tim had originally planned for his presentation. 

The group talked about how to use media as an effective tool for evangelization.  We 

spoke about one concern that has been on most people’s mind and heart these days 

about how do we encourage those people who are clinging to digital culture to embrace 

physical Catholic culture when we are able to  gather again.  The New Directory for Cat-

echesis so eloquently summarizes the answer in the term “ la via pulchritudinis; the Way 

of Beauty.”  If we learn to create beauty through all means (including digital) we will 

continue to draw people to the Church.   

Lori encouraged the group to think about the message that we 

want to  convey, and the language that your audiences use.  Jesus, 

himself, is the model of this as He spoke human language, used 

parables that were relatable to His disciples . 

Here are a few tips when creating digital evangelization tools: 

Planning  

Who are you trying to speak to?  

Implementing 

Define your audience.  Who is it that you want to 

watch or utilize your digital resource?  

What message of the Gospel do you want to               

communicate? 

Show your context.  Your audiences want to know 

where you are and what you are doing.  

When and how have we become aware of 

God’s presence? 

Come back to the main message at least 3 times  

using different words. This reinforces the mes-

sage and imprints it on your audiences minds. 

What gives you hope? 

What is a challenge? 

What have you done with technology before 

that was effective? 

Connect with your audience and be clear in your 

language.  It doesn’t need to be perfect or elabo-

rate. It can be simple and effective.   

http://fromtheheartmn.com/2016/10/06/christ-no-online-presence/
http://fromtheheartmn.com/2016/06/27/defining-catholic-culture-stories/
http://fromtheheartmn.com/2020/07/31/how-is-our-catholic-story-being-told/
https://www.mentimeter.com/
http://fromtheheartmn.com/2019/10/31/sages-in-our-catholic-communities/
http://faithformationtechtools.blogspot.com/
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Circle of Grace 

Congratulations!  The Diocese of Portland has been found in full 

compliance with Safe Environment Procedures.  Thank you for your 

hard work and cooperation in helping us create a safe environment 

for all children and vulnerable adults.   

This fall, all parishes in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Portland will 

be implementing the Circle of Grace  education program as part of our 

annual ‘safe environment’ practice.  All parish catechetical leaders 

have been included in a Microsoft Teams group, with  access to all  

Circle of Grace  resources needed to help in the implementation of   Circle of Grace during this 

time of COVID-19,  including a link to the diocesan reporting form , due on December 15.  As a 

reminder, Circle of Grace lessons must be presented to all in-person or virtual groups in the 

parish.   

Please reach out to Georgette Dionne as your primary diocesan support for implementing this 

vital aspect of  being safe and sacred communities for one another.   

Magnify: 4 Month Deep Dive into the 

New Directory for Catechesis  

On October 7 the National Conference for Catechetical Leadership released new 

content on the New Directory for Catechesis as part of their Magnify: 4 Month Deep 

Dive into the New Directory for Catechesis.  The presentations pull from themes 

found in Chapters 1-4 of the New Directory for Catechesis. 

Presentations include:  

• What Does an Evangelizing Parish Look Like? 

• Catechists—The Saints Next Door 

• The Role of Parents and Godparents  

• Quenching Others Thirst: Evangelization and 

Transmission of the Faith 

• The Priest: Animator in Chief  

• And much more!   

The next Magnify event will 

take place on November 4, 

2020.  Content will focus on 

themes from Chapters 5-8 of 

the New Directory for          

Catechesis. 

If you are not currently        

registered for Magnify, but 

would like to  register please 

contact Lori or Hannah  

mailto:georgette.dionne@portlanddiocese.org?subject=Circle%20of%20Grace
mailto:lori.dahlhoff@portlanddiocese.org?subject=Magnify%20Registration%20
mailto:hannah.gonneville@portlanddiocese.org?subject=Magnify%20Registration%20
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VIRTUAL NEW ENGLAND FAITH FORUM  2020 

On October 20, 2020 the second  

virtual Faith Forum presentation 

will take place.  Mary  Mirrione  is 

the National  Director for               

Catechesis of the Good   Shepherd 

and she will be speaking about this 

Motessori-based education.  

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a     

catechetical teaching method that           

recognizes a child’s relationship with God 

and their   capacity for wonder. It seeks to 

develop a deeper relationship with God 

through play.  This method was               

introduced by Sofia Cavelletti, a                

proponent of Montessori based education. 

This method is comprised of levels                

designed toward developmental stages of 

the child. 

 

Click to register. 

  LFFA is a state-wide organization of parish catechetical, youth ministry, and pastoral leaders. They meet the second 

Thursday of each month from 9am—12 n. Click for more info about benefits and upcoming topics. Membership is 

$35/person for the year.  

https://nefaithforum.eventbrite.com
https://portlanddiocese.org/olff/adult/lffa
https://portlanddiocese.org/olff/adult/lffa
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“WALK WITH JESUS AS YOU                       
ACCOMPANY   OTHERS ON A JOURNEY 

THAT ECHOES FAITH IN CHRIST.” 

Echoes of Faith Emmaus Edition helps one to answer the call issued in the 

Great   Commission “to make disciples of all nations.”  Our faith is and has  

always been  missionary.  Echoes of Faith forms  missionaries who are able to  

effectively communicate, authentically witness, and creatively teach the Gospel 

to anyone they encounter, inside or outside of the  classroom. 

The modules in Echoes of Faith Emmaus Edition cover:       

 Professing the Truth of the Catholic Faith 

 The Church 

 The Scriptures 

 Catholic Morality 

 Prayer & Spirituality        

 Liturgy &Sacraments  

 Getting Started as a Catechist  

 Roles of the Catechist  

 The Learner 

 Grade Level Methodology  

  Adult Faith Formation. 

The Echoes of Faith program will take about 2 years to complete.  Any adult is 

considered a catechist or in a position to teach the Catholic faith, including par-

ents, is welcome to participate.  Participants will register through their parish-

es.  Though most of the funding will be provided by our diocese, a cost of  $15 

total is associated with the program.  Participants will gather at the beginning 

of each module to discuss what will be learned, and at the end of each module 

to have conversations about how to put what is learned into practice and to 

introduce the topic of the next  module.  Students are then free to complete the 

modules during their free time.    Responses from module moderators will be 

provided to help enhance the depth of your learning.   For more                      

information email Hannah Gonneville or call (207)-321-7885.   

Conversation            
Corner 

The topic we discussed at 
the October LFFA meeting 
was the reflections and 
thoughts that stemmed from 
the Faith Forum Presenta-
tion given by Julianne Stanz 
and entitled “Start with  
Jesus.” What was most    
remembered about the 
presentation was Julianne’s 
enthusiasm and passion for 
our Catholic faith.  Again, 
the point that “whoever tells 
the story shapes the culture” 
was a big focus. If we contin-
ue to tell our    Catholic story 
fervently and passionately 
then we will shape a culture 
of disciples who are excited 
to be sent out and make 
more   disciples. We could 
spark a wave of curiosity in 
the hearts of those who have 
never heard the kerygma.   

Another point that was 
made was that both Lori 
(standing in for Tim) and 
Julianne emphasized the 
importance of storytelling in 
ministry and demonstrated 
it in creative ways.  How we 
tell our story matters.  How 
we share hope and God’s 
love with the world is      
important.  

Next meetings              
Conversation Corner 
will be about Technology 
and    Evangelization.    
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mailto:hannah.gonneville@portlanddiocese.org?subject=Echoes%20of%20Faith%20Question
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Fall 2020 Faith Formation Offerings Survey Findings 
The Office of Lifelong Faith Formation sought information about how the fifty (50) parishes 
in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Portland anticipate offering immediate sacrament prepa-
ration and faith formation in September through December 2020.  The thirty-four (34) re-
sponses submitted encompass offerings for forty (40) parishes. Thank you! 

Click to read the full survey report. 

 

 

Executive Summary 

Most parishes/programs are using some form of digital communication to connect with pa-

rishioners and to offer options for faith formation. The tools they plan to use fall into three 

categories: video conferencing platforms, social media, and online learning materials. Two 

parishes indicated not currently planning to use any digital platforms (See Page 2).  

Parishes anticipate providing formation through various means with some offering parish-

ioners multiple options for participating in an aspect of sacramental preparation or faith 

formation (See pages 3-6). While a parish may not anticipate offering formation for a par-

ticular sacrament or age, all parishes anticipate offering at least two different forms of faith 

formation this fall.  

Successes reported in livestreaming liturgy, video conferencing with RCIA, virtual VBS, and 

programs that combine personal interactions along with digital learning opportunities. 

Common challenges include people are uncomfortable with physically gathering for ses-

sions at the parish, members of the parish who do not have access to internet at home, 

“Zoom fatigue” among individuals (especially teens) and families that make video confer-

encing for faith formation undesirable, and children asked to move as a “pod” during day-

school in buildings so families wanting to limit other activities that meet physically. 

The number of parish catechetical leaders with responsibility for faith formation activities 
in addition to the pastor ranged from zero to five (See page 7). Four parishes also listed 
teams of parishioners who assist formal parish catechetical leaders in implementing parish 
faith formation activities. Four deacons were named among those with leadership responsi-
bilities for areas of parish faith formation. While not provided in this survey, other sources 
indicate that at least one-third of the leaders listed are part-time staff working less than 20 
hours/week or are unpaid volunteers. 

 

https://portlanddiocese.org/sites/default/files/files/Fall%202020%20Faith%20Formation%20Offerings%20Survey%20Findings.pdf
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Inspiration 

Lately I have been doing Lectio 

Divina on Mark 5:21-43 which   

recounts the healing of Jarius’  

daughter.  This Scripture story is a 

favorite of mine.  I put myself in 

multiple characters shoes; the  

hemorraging woman who touched 

the cloak of Jesus and was          

miraculously healed, Jarius’      

daughter, a person in the crowd,  

and finally Jarius himself.  As I put 

myself into Jarius’ shoes I found it 

easy to be cross with Jesus.  I’m sure 

it was easy for Jarius to think “that’s 

great Jesus,  but can we focus on my 

daughter right now.  We got to get to 

her in time.  Let’s go, move it, move 

it move it.”  But as I dove deeper 

into the passage  I realized  some-

thing that changed how I look at this 

passage.  I realized that what if the 

hemorraging woman wasn’t put in 

the Jesus and Jarius’ path as an 

obstacle or an interruption.  Rather 

what if the hemorraging woman was 

put there to bolster Jarius’ faith.  We 

hear so many times in the Gospels 

“your faith has made you well.”  

That being said we can assume that 

faith is needed in order to be healed.  

This realization has made me           

ponder what  “interruptions”  turned 

miracles in my life were actually 

placed there by God to bolster my 

faith and contribute to healing  

happening in my life.   I think how 

would the story be  different if the                                       

hemorraging woman had not been 

there to show Jarius that Jesus 

could heal not only his little faith 

but also his little daughter?  How 

would my own story be different if I 

were too busy to stop and            

witness  Jesus’ miracles of healing. 

How would my faith be different if 

Jesus did not show me that He can 

heal?    

(Hannah)  
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In 2021, the Diocese of  Portland is planning to begin a pe-
riod of  discernment for men who feel called by God to              
undertake the ministry of the diaconate in the Catholic 
Church. 

The diaconate dates back to the days the apostles. It is one 
of three ranks of holy orders in the Catholic Church: dea-
cons, priests, and bishops. Deacons are considered a bridge 
between the Church and the secular world because many 
hold secular jobs.  A permanent deacon is an  ordained 
minister that is not  ordained to the priesthood but to ser-

vice. Deacons proclaim the 
Gospel and preach; baptize;  
witness marriages; conduct 
wake and  funeral services; 
and minister in different 
settings, from the tradition-
al parish to prisons, hospi-
tals, convalescent homes, 
homeless shelters, soup 
kitchens, and many others. 

“Ordained by the bishop, they serve as the bishop directs.  
Usually, this is in a parish setting, but it could be anywhere 
the bishop feels a need. The deacon works in harmony with 
the priests and the bishop to build up the Kingdom of 
God,” said Deacon Peter Bernier, director of the  Office of 
Ministerial   Services in the Diocese of Portland.  

Potential deacons should be men of faith who profess what 
the Church teaches, participate in the Church’s sacramen-
tal life, and possess a history of service-oriented involve-
ment. “If married, these men need to be recognized as hav-
ing sound, stable        marriages, lived generously with their 
wives and children.”  

To view the necessary qualifications for a deacon, visit 
www.portlanddiocese.org/sites/default/files/files/
DeaconQualifications.pdf.  
 
For more information or to inquire about the discernment            
process, contact Deacon Peter Bernier at (207) 321-7845 or             
peter.bernier@portlanddiocese.org.  

 

DIOCESE OF PORTLAND                                     

ENCOURAGES DISCERNMENT  

OF THE DIACONATE 

http://www.portlanddiocese.org/sites/default/files/files/DeaconQualifications.pdf
http://www.portlanddiocese.org/sites/default/files/files/DeaconQualifications.pdf
mailto:peter.bernier@portlanddiocese.org
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“I grew up on a farm. We learned that there was a season to plant, a  
season to water, and season to harvest. The planting and watering could 
be laborious, but without those stages there would never be a harvest 
(John Wooden) .” 

On November 12, 2020 Shannon Fossett will be speaking 

about Sacramental Practice and Cannon Law:  What Needs 

to Be  Considered?  Shannon is a canonist and works in the 

tribunal for the Diocese of Portland. In a time where receiv-

ing the  Sacraments looks a little different Shannon will pro-

vide canonical guidelines  and  explanations  of what is es-

sential to include when  celebrating the Sacraments.  We 

look forward to her presentation.  Msgr Marc Caron will also 

join us as the new Moderator of the Curia and to talk about 

how we walk with families bringing infants for baptism. 

God of all seasons, we thank you for Autumn 

We thank you for  the touch of coolness in the air that gives new 

burst of energy 

For the coloring of trees that shows the creativity of the Divine Artist, 

For the falling leaves that reveal the strength of the branches, 

For the hues of the fields that bring peace to our souls,  

For the smiles on pumpkins that bring joy to children [and adults], 

For the fall harvest which brings us gratitude for the bounty of our 

land  

For this change of seasons that reveals the circle of life  

God of all seasons, as you transform the earth, transform us by your 

Spirit.   

 

Taken from: Rev. Doug Leonhardt, S.J.  

WHAT’S NEXT AT LFFA (NOVEMBER 12, 2020) 

PRAYER  
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https://www.marquette.edu/faith/prayer-autumn.php

