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“IT’S NOT THAT PARENTS CONSIDERED AND  
REJECTED THE FAITH. IT’S THAT PARENTS 
NEVER KNEW IT TO BEGIN WITH…..”   

Realizing this, the goal of family catechesis should be to educate 

the children about the faith while evangelizing and engaging the 

parents in their faith, Tim Diaz  shared on September 12.   

Tim shared a variety of strategies that  have worked well for fam-

ily catechesis.  Evangelii Nuntiandi #41 says “modern man lis-

tens more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and if he does 

listen to teachers it is because they are witnesses.”  Tim empha-

sized the significance of having witnesses speak at each family 

catechesis session.  It is more difficult and does include more ef-

fort, but it is worth it.  

Additionally, Tim shared some other success factors such as 

knowing your parish, your team, and your audience,  beginning 

with the end in mind and taking time to de-brief and tweak your 

program using an act/plan/check/do process.  

RESOURCES OF INTEREST 

1. Ascension presents: Fr. Mike Schmitz — https://bit.ly/2mhqtOv 

2. Bruises  on the Inside—The Changing Landscape of Bullying 

Webinar—https://bit.ly/2kcKvZI  

3. Don’t Let the Culture Raise your  Kids—https://amzn.to/2kLOCMH 

4. FORMED.org —https://formed.org/ 

5.  Strong Catholic Families, Strong Catholic Youth—https://

bit.ly/2klhMlG 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

• Regional Gathering:   
Sept 24 in Kennebunk  

• Parish Life Conference: 
Oct 4-5 in Lewiston  

• Regional Gathering:     
Oct 15 in Presque Isle 

• Men’s Conference:        
Oct 19 in Scarborough  

• Middle School Rallies:  
Oct 19-20  in Presque Isle, 
Brewer, and York  

• Regional Gathering:    
Nov 2 in Brewer  

• For more information go to: 
portlanddiocese.org 

https://bit.ly/2mhqtOv
https://bit.ly/2kcKvZI
https://amzn.to/2kLOCMH
https://formed.org/
https://formed.org/
https://bit.ly/2klhMlG
https://bit.ly/2klhMlG
https://portlanddiocese.org/olff/welcome


 

 

Regional Gatherings of PCL/YMs 

The Office of Lifelong Faith Formation staff invite you to gather 

with them and parish catechetical leaders, and youth ministry      

coordinators (including priests) at an upcoming regional gathering: 

 

Tuesday, September 24—St. Martha’s Church, Kennebunk  

12:30-3pm (includes lunch).  RSVP to Judy by  12n Sept 23. 

 

Tuesday, October 15—St. Mary's Church, Presque Isle  

5:30-8pm (includes dinner). RSVP  to Judy by 12n Oct 10  

 

Saturday, November  2—St. Theresa’s Church, Brewer 

10:00am-12:30pm (includes lunch). RSVP to Judy by 12n Oct 31 

 

The staff is developing a regular pattern of gatherings in different 

regions of the diocese at least twice a year. The purpose of the gath-

erings is to encourage one another through peer coaching/support, 

to identify similarities and differences in area faith formation efforts 

across the diocese and to inform decision-making regarding ser-

vices, diocesan guidelines and recommended approaches or inter-

parish collaborations. OLFF’s intent is to complement the monthly 

LFFA gatherings with time for deeper conversations.   

Twenty of us met for the first regional gathering on August 13 at Ho-

ly Cross Church in Lewiston. Common themes from the sharing in-

cluded seeking engaging options for high school youth ministry, dif-

ferent ways of doing faith formation to help Catholics live faithfully 

in a secular culture, challenges and opportunities of rural parishes. 

OLFF staff shared the final Mission Trip Planning Guide and the 

diocese’s 2019 Celebrate Evangelization  & Catechesis poster. 

Bulk  

Discount 

for Bible 

Basics for 

Catholics   

OLFF will be placing a 

bulk order for “Bible Ba-

sics of Catholics by John 

Bergsma, the current 

title in Ave Maria Press’ 

Book Program. Copies 

are $2.99 each in orders 

of 100 or more; fewer 

copies are $15.95 each.  

If you want to take 

advantage of this dis-

count rate, you may 

order 100 or more as 

a parish or click this 

link by 10am Friday, 

September 27  to in-

clude copies as part 

of OLFF’s order. Par-

ishes will be billed for 

the copies ordered once 

we get the invoice for the 

whole order. Books will 

be available in mid-

December . 

Resource Alert 
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“We will trust the capacity of prayer and sacrament to open their eyes 
to the presence and the love of Christ.  We will invite them to live and 
share this Good News in the world.”  Our Hearts Were Burning Within Us #9 

Father of all families, you have called me to serve the family  

in truth and love as a catechist. May I be faithful to this call,  

rooted in your Word, and open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit .  

May I use these gifts, especially the gifts of faith, hope, and love,  

to serve the family as a witness to you,  

who are love and life and the source of destiny of all families.   

Let your Spirit enlighten my mind and strengthen my heart  

so that I can be a path of Christ’s love to families, especially   

those in need, the homebound and aged, the disabled and disheartened.   

Through the intercession of Mary and Joseph, I pray for the Church, 

the Bride of Christ, whose mission is to build  

a civilization of love that passes through the family.  Amen.   

Taken from: The Faith Prayed,  USCCB  

WHAT’S NEXT AT LFFA (October 12, 2019) 

PRAYER 

At next month’s LFFA  meeting 

we will discuss  Our Hearts 

Were Burning Within Us: A 

Pastoral Plan for Adult Faith 

Formation.  Our Hearts were 

Burning was written to encour-

age adults to  “open wide the 

doors to Christ” and guide par-

ishes in meeting the challenges 

of forming toward mature adult 

faith and discipleship. We will 

talk about the three major goals 

for adult faith formation and 

share insights of adult faith for-

mation efforts  offered to 

achieve these goals.  Plan to 

read Our Hearts were 

Burning Within Us in prep 

for the meeting.  Click here 

for an online version. A  

print version of a Leader’s 

Guide including the statements 

is available for purchase from 

the USCCB by  clicking here. 

INSPIRATION  

“So many have come to 

me that I might serve 

them, leaving me with no 

time to think of myself. 

However, I assure you 

that I do feel deep down 

within me, God be 

praised. 

 (St. Francis de Sales)  

• As a new year of faith 

formation begins you 

may find yourself being 

pulled in all different 

directions, being inter-

rupted in your work to 

talk with a parishioner 

or to  reassure a worried 

parent, etc.  In this we 

have to remember that 

God is praised when we 

do these little un-

planned tasks because 

we honor Him as we 

serve those around us.  
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