
16th Sunday Ordinary Time 

Gospel of St. Mark 6: 30-34 

Letter to the Ephesians 2:13-18 

 In Dante’s literary masterpiece The Divine Comedy, hell takes on a completely different image than 

what we are used to. Instead of searing heat and scorching flames, hell is a frozen wasteland of bitter cold. As 

the travelers descend the circular paths of hell, increasing cold and bitter winds greet them. At hell’s lowest 

level, Satan is encased in a block of ice chewing on old grudges. By flapping his wings, his bitter freeze spreads 

throughout the universe. Although not a familiar image, it is a brilliant insight into hell’s power in our world 

today. 

 There have been more than enough examples of cold-hearted logic trapping people in frozen 

wastelands. Forces of hostility, fear, rejection, and division tear at the seams of our world. Many once stable 

nations, with growing democracies, now face inner turmoil and the resuscitated faces of racism, anti-

Semitism, and nationalism.  

A restaurant owner asking the White House press secretary and her family to leave because the owner 

didn’t like her politics or job performance, was a new blast of cold-hearted logic in our society. After watching 

that story in the morning news, the Gospel for the daily Mass just happened to be, “Do unto others as you 

want them to do to you.” Those words probably are not written on any booth or table at that restaurant.  

 The separation of parents and children at our southern border is a blast of cold chilling the soul of our 

entire nation. It is a real ice. “They broke the law”, some have said to me. Crossing into our country without 

papers is a misdemeanor. When did we ever separate families before for a misdemeanor? Even if we did, how 

are you going to explain that to God? God will be waiting for an explanation. It better be good.  

 The face of hell in our world is the death of compassion. If hell’s face is cold-hearted and merciless, the 

face of Jesus in the Scriptures this weekend presents the compassionate heart. In one of the most beautiful 

lines in all the gospels, St. Mark tells us, “When he disembarked and saw the vast crowd, Jesus’ heart was 

moved with pity for them, for they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many 

things.” Every one of us need to meditate on that one verse from the gospel. Image Jesus’ compassionate look 

at the crowd and then put yourself within the crowd he looks at.  

 Sensing their abandonment, their aching pain of want, and their determination to get to him, Jesus’ 

heart breaks open with compassion. Jesus disciples see the crowd differently than Jesus does. We will read 

that next weekend with the miraculous feeding of the five thousand. Then over the next several weeks, we 

will hear Gospel passages related to the Eucharist maintaining the Lord’s compassion in the heart of the 

church. 

 If St. Mark’s Gospel depicts the Lord’s compassionate heart, the passage from Ephesians presents the 

fruits of that compassion, especially with his death on the cross. Jesus “broke down the dividing wall of 

enmity, through his flesh…that he might create in himself one new person, in place of two, thus establishing 

peace.” “Peace” is mentioned four times in that one short passage. Other translations use the word “hostility” 

for “enmity”. 

 The Temple wall in Jerusalem separating Jew from Gentile, allowed only the Israelites to enter the 

inner courts of prayer. The wall represented centuries of hostility, hatred, war, and division. The cross 

represents unity, peace, and the creation of a whole new humanity. We are not just healed and restored back 

to where we were. As one, we are re-created into a new humanity filled with the glory of the Risen Lord. The 



love pouring out of Jesus’ heart throughout his life, but especially on the cross constitutes the mystery of our 

salvation.  

 The paschal mystery focuses our attention more on what Jesus did with the cross, than what the cross 

did to Jesus. While we should always be mindful of the physical pain, torture, and suffering he endured, the 

Lord’s response and compassionate heart is the core of our salvation.  

 The cross symbolized the world’s hatred, but Jesus transformed the cross into a symbol of divine love. 

The cross was a sign of death and Jesus transformed the cross into an instrument of life. The cross manifested 

the cold-hearted choice to withhold forgiveness and lock people forever in their sins. But Jesus made the cross 

a source of unceasing outpouring of forgiveness and mercy. The cross represented a cold and ruthless 

authority oppressing and exploiting people under their jurisdiction. Jesus transformed the cross into the 

ultimate sign of service and liberation, setting people free.  

 Are there examples of this “new humanity” tearing down walls of division uniting in service? The 

rescue of Thai soccer players manifested the power of Christ’s blood building a true community formed by 

compassion. When those soccer players in Thailand were trapped miles deep in a cave, the word went out for 

international teams of rescue divers. When they arrived in Thailand, no one asked them what their religion 

was, or what political party they belonged to. No one cared who they voted for in the last election, and no one 

inquired if they entered the country legally or illegally. They had only one question, “Can you help us get our 

boys out of that cave?” The divers transcended everything that could divide them, and working together 

manifested what it means to be truly human, and what a truly human community might look like. 

 The rescue divers certainly had their differences in nationality, culture, religion, and many other 

aspects of their humanity. And those differences remained both during and after the rescue. But the 

differences did not get in the way of working together to achieve a goal that seemed far too impossible to 

achieve. They transcended what was different and rose to the crisis that was before them. This is what God 

wants for all humanity.  

 The Church represents what God wants for humanity. The Church represents what God is doing for 

humanity both within the life of the visible church and outside the church’s visible life. The Church, therefore, 

has the same mission of tearing down walls of hostility, and calling humanity to rise above their differences for 

the common good. This is the formation of a truly human community.  

Our heart must be continually transformed into the heart of the Risen Lord Jesus Christ. This is the 

ultimate spiritual journey. If you are on some other spiritual journey that does not transform your heart into 

the heart of Jesus, find another spiritual journey. The forces of hell truly melt away in the face of his 

compassion. The face of hell is the death of compassion. The face of the Risen Lord is compassion resurrected 

and bathed in glory. Divine compassion, now residing within us, is also called to flow out of us. The homily 

closes with a familiar prayer ascribed to St. Francis of Assisi: 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.  

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console, 

to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive,  it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Amen. 


