
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
"The Mystery of Evil" 

The monthly periodical “Give Us This Day” provides daily Mass readings, prayers, and 
good reflections on those readings. Every day, there is also a story entitled “Blessed 
Among Us.” This could be a story of a well-known saint or more obscure saints whose 
stories are equally compelling. Some articles recently focused on the martyrs during 
the French Revolution. Often, they were Catholic religious women arrested after 
religious orders were suppressed. At times, the religious women refused to disband or 
be exiled to another country. Most often, they were arrested, convicted in a mockery of 
justice, and then beheaded. 

The French Revolution began with great hopes and wonderful intentions. Finally 
casting off the yoke of absolute monarchy, the revolutionaries desired a new France 
under the banner of “liberty, fraternity, and equality.” They also desired to separate 
the Catholic Church from privileged position of state protection and state support with 
finances. These goals have universal support today. 

But the French Revolution quickly deteriorated from a desire for freedom to struggles 
of control and power. A bloodbath ensued. The guillotines often operated 24 hours a 
day executing convicted “enemies of the revolution.” The revolution eventually 
devoured many of its own creators in a senseless and fanatical violent orgy of blood. 

The question can be asked, “What went wrong?” “How did something that began so 
hopeful end in chaos and ultimately the dictatorship of Napoleon?” Perhaps the 
question boils down to “where did all the evil come from?” 

The question in the Gospel asks the same thing, “Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where did all the weeds come from?” The Church refers to this as “the 
mystery of evil.” 

The French Revolution is easy to pick on as the good intentions deteriorated rapidly 
into a bloody mess. But the story of every country including our own has similar 
chapters. The history of our nation certainly has many stories of common actions 
resulting in heights of glory. But there are also stories of depths of depravity. 
Sometimes, the same people are responsible for both heights and depths. How is this 
possible and how do we account for it? 

Obviously, the same is true for the Church. We do indeed rely on the divine nature of 
the Church and the foundation of divine love in Christ. But the wounded humanity of 
the Church united to the Risen Christ is responsible for great evil over the centuries. 
But this same humanity strengthened by God’s love and grace results in the martyrs 
and other saints that stand out in times of great darkness and corruption. 

Why is there so much evil in the world? Why is there a dark presence in our own 
souls? We are inherently good because God has planted us as good seed and nurtures 
us with divine life. We are sealed with a divine image and human dignity. We are given 
a mission to do good and an eternal destiny to live with God forever. 

There is also something amiss within us that leads us astray and tempts us to deny 
our basic goodness. We can struggle with issues welling up from within us. Why do I 
keep falling back into the same behaviors? Why do certain attractions always seem to 
call my name when I am most weak? We can be discouraged or feel shame that 
somehow I am the only who struggles with these questions. 



Sometimes, the easiest thing is to fall back into previous patterns of immaturity or 
sinful behaviors we thought we had finally put behind us. Or we are convinced that 
this time we can handle the people who know how to push our buttons, only to find 
that we reacted again in the same way as before. 

There is only one humanity and we all have a share in it. The suicide bomber in the 
Middle East acts against the foundational goodness of his life but can never eradicate 
that good. It is a great mystery to say that the suicide bomber retains a foundational 
goodness and Mother Teresa found need for a confessor to her dying day. There is a 
little dark in the brightest of us and a little light in the darkest of us. 

The sower of the bad seed is determined to keep us from God’s harvest, but only we 
can do that. Only we can keep ourselves from sharing eternal life with God. The 
Gospel passage rejects a fatalism claiming we can do nothing to change. 

The Gospel also rejects a divine abandonment. God does not stand off at a distant 
wondering how it will all turn out. Rather, the whole Gospel could not be clearer in 
proclaiming the cross and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ as the source of divine 
pure love for the whole world. This love cleanses, purifies, forgives, and transforms. 

To draw closer to God through Christ is to draw closer to pure love. Drawing closer to 
pure love transforms the darkness of our souls and the world’s darkness into the very 
light of Christ. This is an ongoing and gradual process which we are all painfully 
aware! God will not be denied, and God will not be rushed. God lets the crop grow 
until harvest so as to not cut short the time needed for transformation. 

The sacraments of the Church are the surest way of encountering the Risen Christ 
and the greatest opportunity to grow in deeper love with the Risen Lord Jesus. Letting 
those sacramental encounters transform our hearts and cleanse our souls strengthen 
us and defend us against the onslaughts of evil. 

We will never be able to answer the question, “Where did all the evil come from?” but if 
we place our hope and trust in the merciful love of God, we will find ourselves 
gradually changing and the darkness within us becoming the very light of Christ. 

 


