
3rd Sunday of Lent: Cycle C 

The Book of Exodus 3: 1-8a 13-15 

Gospel of Luke 13: 1-9 

The account from The Book of Exodus is one of the most significant accounts of God’s revelation in all 

Sacred Scripture. This revelation ranks up there with God’s revelation to Abraham (the first human being God 

is revealed to), and the Annunciation, when the Archangel Gabriel reveals to the Blessed Mother her vocation 

to bear the Son of God in her womb. 

God is revealed as a God of compassion and a God of history. God tells Moses, “I have witnessed the 

affliction of my people…Therefore I have come down to rescue them from the hands of the Egyptians.” God is 

moved by human suffering and God’s compassion moves him to act on behalf of the innocent. God will not 

stand above injustice, but will intervene in history on behalf of the oppressed. 

If Moses wonders why innocent people have to suffer or why God waited so long to free his own 

people, he puts those questions aside for more immediate concerns. First of all, he is a fugitive from justice. 

He is a fugitive because he did care about someone else’s suffering. Born a Hebrew but raised in Pharaoh’s 

family, he intervened when witnessing an Egyptian soldier beating an unarmed and helpless Hebrew. Moses 

ultimately killed the soldier. Then Pharaoh issued a call for Moses’ death.  

When fleeing for safety in a foreign land, he again intervened witnessing brutes harassing young 

women sent to fetch water for the flocks. This time his heroic efforts were rewarded as one of the women’s 

father welcomed Moses into his home and offered his daughter’s hand in marriage. So, now he has settled 

nicely in this part of the world, safely distant from Pharaoh’s forces and the Hebrews’ scorn. He has a family 

and a good job. He works hard and is well accepted and respected in his village. 

So why would God choose Moses? And why would Moses want to give up his security and return to 

Egypt where his previous efforts at justice failed, while also placing his life in great jeopardy? Moses not only 

learns more about God at the burning bush, Moses also learns more about himself.  His previous attempts to 

relieve the Hebrews of suffering failed because God was not a part of the equation.  

But Moses also recognizes his passion for justice may have gone dormant, but never disappeared. His 

bitterness from earlier failure and rejection has not completely extinguished his desire to see all people free 

from harm, injustice, and oppression. Once the bitterness and disappointment subside, he is again in touch 

with his passion for justice. 

God assures Moses that this time it will be quite different. This time, Moses will not be alone seeking 

justice for the innocent. This time, the Lord God will be beside him at every step of the way. This time, the 

Lord promises that all the people will be rescued and liberated from their slavery.  This time, Moses will return 

to the enslaved Hebrews with a deeper understanding of God, and a deeper understanding of himself. 

A secular society often shuns religious belief because of the great tides of human suffering in our 

world. Such injustices and horrors simply do not correspond with divine benevolence or compassion. 

Therefore, goes the theory, we are truly on our own and all alone, and can expect nothing from God even if 

God does exist.  



We with faith can do injustice to God with attempts to get God off the hook. We try to explain what 

cannot be explained and we try to answer what cannot be answered. God provides no answers to Moses 

regarding the length of time the Hebrews suffered under Pharaoh before divine intervention. In the gospel, 

Jesus provides no answer to the folks trying to figure out why some have experienced significant suffering and 

persecution. 

And God provides the Church no answers to the mystery of human suffering and injustices. Rather 

than answers, God provides a response, and the response is the paschal mystery of Our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. The Church, bearing the memory of the paschal mystery in her bosom, summons the world to 

repentance and renewal. The Church accompanies this call with worship of God both sacramentally in ritual, 

and in generous and humble service bringing solace and healing to the world’s suffering. 

The Eucharist makes present the Lord’s paschal mystery. We need to be drawn to the power of the 

Lord’s paschal mystery as Moses was drawn to the burning bush. The God calling Moses by name from the 

burning bush is the same God present on the altar under the signs of bread and wine. We share the same 

mission Moses received from the same God. The same God extends his arms to us in the Eucharist as both 

source of merciful healing for our own sins and suffering; and a divine calling to be sources of his merciful 

healing for others.  

Moses had to choose to respond to God’s call to return to Egypt and against all odds lead the enslaved 

Hebrews to freedom and to The Promised Land.  He had to choose without having any of his deepest 

questions answered by God. But responding to God’s call lead to the great rescue of an entire nation trapped 

in slavery. Responding faithfully to God gave Moses a greater understanding of both God and himself. When 

we respond faithfully, we will also have such understanding.  

Remaining stuck with questions of “Why?” can leave us stuck in life. Choosing to respond to human 

suffering with what Pope Francis refers to as a “revolution of tenderness” can have dramatic impact in the 

lives of those hurting and wounded in our world.  

There is a line from both St. Mark and St. Matthew’s gospels that parallels this passage from Exodus. 

“When Jesus saw the crowds, his heart was moved with pity, because they were like sheep without a 

shepherd and he began to teach them many things.” The God calling Moses from the burning bush revealed as 

compassion, is the same God seeing the crowds with compassion in the gospels.  


