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Convention 2020 will be       

shifting to a virtual        

platform!!! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

While we cannot gather physically for Convention this 

year the CYLT team has been working hard to ensure 

that the show still goes on by planning a virtual           

Convention.  To avoid virtual fatigue the CYLT 

team has decided to hold a shortened virtual 

Convention that will include livestream Mass 

with Bishop Deeley at 10am on Sunday, July 26.  

Details of how the event will be experienced will be 

shared soon.  Please keep the team in prayer as they con-

tinue to prepare for this wonderful event! 

 

We hope that you will join us as we celebrate our faith on 

July 26! 
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Virtual Gatherings  

The prayer, knowledge and insights shared during 

the last two months are signs of the Holy Spirit work-

ing among the catechetical, pastoral, and youth min-

istry leaders in Maine. Links and notes from many of 

the gatherings are available online https://

portlanddiocese.org/olff/highlights-pcl-virtual  

 

For a full schedule of virtual gatherings scheduled in 

May click here.  

 

Novena for Young Adults 

It is safe to say that the pandemic has changed 

how we do ministry, while it has been an ad-

justment,  it also gives us the opportunity to 

evaluate how we have done ministry this far, to 

reimagine it and to shift our focus to ministries 

that have fallen through the cracks,  projects 

that we would otherwise not have the time to 

do.  One such ministry that I (Hannah)  have 

been focusing my time and trying to revamp is 

Young Adult Ministry.  Over past years 

there have been several different itera-

tions of Young Adult Ministry which in-

volved gatherings.   Currently we are not 

able to gather together for fellowship,  

however I wanted young adults to be 

united in a collective prayer experience 

during this time.  I liked the community and 

consistency that novenas create, and I wanted 

something unique to the  challenges that a 

young adult might face during this time of the 

Covid 19 pandemic.  Searching the web for no-

venas specifically for young adults yielded no 

fruit.  And so I decided to put the gifts and tal-

ents that God has given me in writing to use 

and to use them to put together a novena for 

Young Adults.   

 

The novena is set to start on May 22 and 

will end on May 30 with an optional prayer 

being sent on May 31 (the feast of Pente-

cost).  Each day of the novena the young adults 

will pray for a different audience of young adults, 

and each day will feature a different saint to guide 

and intercede for that specific audience.  Each day 

a graphic will be posted on the Young Adult Cath-

olics in Maine Facebook with the day, the inten-

tion for the day, the saint for that day, and a brief 

prayer.  Those who sign up to pray the novena will 

receive the full prayer for the day in their email 

inbox.  Those who do not have Facebook or have 

not liked the Young Adult Catholics in Maine page 

can find the prayers on the Young Adults page un-

der the Faith Formation tab of the Office of Life-

long Faith Formation webpage.  While this no-

vena was created specifically for young 

adults anyone is welcome to join us in 

praying this novena for Young Adults.  We 

hope that  you will consider praying this novena 

yourself and sharing with the young adults in your 

parish.   

 

For more information on the Novena for Young 

Adults click here.  
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https://portlanddiocese.org/olff/highlights-pcl-virtual
https://portlanddiocese.org/olff/highlights-pcl-virtual
https://portlanddiocese.org/sites/default/files/files/OLFF_Virtual_Gatherings_May2020.pdf
https://portlanddiocese.org/olff/novena-young-adults
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Shine the Light of Christ Saturday is 

warmly received across Maine…... 

         “All the darkness in the world      

cannot extinguish the light of a 

single candle.” 

 

(St. Francis)  
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RESOURCES  

The Office of Lifelong Faith   Formation 

launched two webpages with ideas and  re-

sources to  support formation for  individual 

adults, teens, children, families and those in-

volved in  sacramental  preparation.   

 

For parishioners: portlanddiocese.org/olff/covid19-home 

For leaders: portlanddiocese.org/olff/covid19-home-leaders 

For Families: https://portlanddiocese.org/olff/covid-19-families 

Conversation 
Corner 

Though we were not able 

to gather for our LFFA 

retreat entitled “How 

Lovely is your Dwelling 

Place”  here are some 

things that you can pon-

der and  discuss: 

1.How has your prayer 

life changed as a result 

of Covid 19 pandemic?   

2. How have your 

prayers changed?   

3.What has God been 

speaking to your heart 

in the midst of the 

Covid 19 pandemic?   

4. How has God         

answered your pray-

ers during this time?   

5.How do you plan to     

continue dwelling 

with God when the 

world returns to 

“normal”  and distrac-

tions are                        

reintroduced?   

Take some time to ponder  

your answers to these 

questions and discuss 

them with a friend.   
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MONTH OF MARY, MONTH OF MYSTERIES 

May is a month that traditionally has been dedicat-

ed to the Blessed Mother.  One way that the faithful 

honor the Blessed Mother during this time is by 

praying a daily Rosary.  Pope Francis has recently 

encouraged Catholics to rediscover the beauty of  

praying the Rosary at home during the current 

Covid 19 pandemic.  As Catholics we know that 

there is beauty in the repetition of the Rosary.  

However, if  we are always using the same         

meditations to meditate on the Mysteries, we will 

always come to the same conclusions and not come 

away from our Rosary gleaning new thoughts and 

fruits from our prayer.  So here is a list of different 

meditations on the Mysteries that you can use 

throughout the month of May to rediscover the beauty of praying and meditating on 

the Rosary. 

Pope Francis has also asked us to include two prayers for an end to the Covid 19 pan-

demic at the end of our Rosary.  Click here to view the two prayers.   

“I’ll serve wherever you need me.”   That has always 

been the motto for Deacon Paul Lissandrello,  

who has served as the PCL at St. Matthew’s 

Parish in Limerick for over 17 years and 

from his  position as the PCL as of April 30.  

The parish has been blessed by the fruits of  

Deacon Paul’s catechetical service and will 

continue to  be blessed in is ministry as a 

deacon (assisting at Mass, officiating marriag-

es, baptisms,  wakes and burials).  

We thank Deacon Lissandrello for his dedication to serving 

his parish for 17 years.  We wish you well on your retirement.  

Warmest Wishes to Deacon Paul Lissandrello 

portlanddiocese.org/olff/covid19-home
portlanddiocese.org/olff/covid19-home-leaders
https://portlanddiocese.org/olff/covid-19-families
file:///C:/Users/hannah.gonneville/OneDrive - Roman Catholic Diocese of Portland/Documents/Month of Mysteries Calendar.docx
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/letters/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200425_lettera-mesedimaggio.html
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Every year around the early days of June, you likely have        

received an email from Judy Michaud with  a reminder to 

send in your  ongoing formation hours. This is a require-

ment for all Parish Catechetical Leaders,  Pastoral Life Coor-

dinators, and Youth Ministry Coordinators who are certified 

for their roles in the Diocese of Portland.  Certification is a 

topic for another time and whether you are certified or not, 

ongoing formation or professional development should be a 

goal for all parish leaders. 

You all have plenty to do but ongoing formation brings its 

own rewards.  Here are some of those rewards. 

• Refreshing your knowledge.  Have you ever been in the midst of a discussion when someone 

says    something and you reply: “I’d forgotten about that.”  All of us are exposed to so much infor-

mation that it doesn’t always stay in the fore front of our minds.  Workshops, webinars, meetings 

with peers all serve to keep the flow of information going.   

• Learn something new. Maybe you’ve only been responsible for Faith Formation for K-5 but you 

know that you will be asked to assist or assume Middle School ministry in the next couple of years.  

Perhaps you’ve been a catechist for a number of years but would like to step up to more/different 

responsibility.  The RCIA coordinator is so passionate about the process it makes you wonder about 

the inner workings of RCIA.  All of these and more are good reasons to attend a webinar or work-

shop about your topic of interest.  Who knows, you may learn something that you can use or adapt 

for your current ministry.  At the very least, you’ll have information that you can pass on to someone 

else who expresses interest in serving. 

• Helps you assist co-workers. When I was new in the parish, I had many questions about being a 

director of Faith Formation:  programs, records, books for students, books to read, etc.  I turned to 

my fellow PCLs for answers and I was fortunate that they had so much experience under their col-

lective belt.  When I became responsible for overseeing catechists, I was able to glean from their 

knowledge as well as my own ongoing formation. 

• Builds self-confidence.   

• Meet new people and expand your network and build relationships.  I’ve heard many 

Youth Ministry Coordinators say something to the effect of:  it’s so important for the youth to meet 

people from other parishes.  That is no less true for all catechetical leaders.  Meeting other PCLs/

PLCs/YMC is crucial (I think) to helping you cultivate and maintain a healthy ministry.  Just as the 

Church is the Body of Christ, so are those in ministry.  You can’t do Church alone and ministry 

shouldn’t be done alone either. 

You may think, “I’ve been to so many workshops/webinars, read so many books on a particular topic.  

What more can I learn?”  You are not the same person you were the first time around.  You’ve matured 

as a person and as a catechetical leader. Your faith has grown.  You have had experiences that change 

your perspective and the presentation is/may be given by someone different than the first, second, third 

one you attended.  And, don’t forget, you may not be there for only yourself.  You may be there to bring 

a new perspective to the topic or to edify someone else. 

Current information about parish catechetical and youth ministry leader certification is 

available at https://portlanddiocese.org/olff/adult/pcl-certification  

Why participate in Ongoing Formation?  
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When we find ourselves in some danger, we must not lose courage, but 
confide much in the Lord; for where danger is great, great also is the    
assistance of Him who is called our  Helper in tribulation.  (St. Ambrose) 

Our June LFFA meeting will be held 

virtually using Lifesize.  We will have 

Msgr. Dubois giving a presentation on 

pastoral listening. Msgr. Dubois is 

currently the Moderator of the Curia,  

and in August will become the new 

pastor of St. Paul the Apostle Parish.  

Most holy Apostle, St. Jude, friend of Jesus, I place 

myself in your care at this difficult time. Pray for 

me; help me remember that I need not face my 

troubles alone. Please join me in my need,  asking 

God to send me consolation in my sorrow, courage 

in my fear, and healing in the midst of my             

suffering.  Ask our loving God to fill me with the 

grace to accept whatever may lie ahead for me and 

my loved ones, and to strengthen my faith in God’s 

healing power.  Thank you, St. Jude, for the     

promise of hope you hold out to all who believe, 

and inspire me to give this gift of hope to others as 

it has been given to me. Amen.   

 

Prayer to Saint Jude for healing & those suffering 

WHAT’S NEXT AT LFFA (JUNE 11, 2020) 

PRAYER  
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INSPIRATION 

“Perhaps this is what 

this season is all 

about, trusting in the  

unknowns,   finding 

gold in the little 

things,  trading fear 

of what’s uncertain 

for freedom to thrive 

within it.” 

(Morgan Harper      

Nichols)  

I (Hannah) was scrolling 

through my phone and 

found this quote that I 

had saved.  I think it is 

especially poignant in 

the time that we are liv-

ing in as we are forced to 

find the gold and to find 

God in the little things 

and to trust Him 

through these uncertain 

times.   


