
14th Sunday Cycle C 

The Letter to the Galatians 6:14-18 

In Spring of 2010, the young women of Roncalli Catholic High School’s softball team in Indianapolis were on 

their way to a third complete season without suffering a loss. Their next opponent were the young women 

from Marshall High School from the poorest area of the inner city. This was to be their first game, and they 

showed up poorly organized, poorly coached, and poorly equipped. All equipment was previously used at 

best. They had seldom practiced, and their coaches had little skills to teach them. By the end of the first 

inning, the game was already a runaway.  

Before the Roncalli women came back on field for the second inning, they held a quick team meeting in the 

dugout. They announced their decision to forfeit the game, take the loss, and spend the rest of the afternoon 

teaching the Marshall women some basics of playing softball. They threw away their opportunity for a third 

perfect season. 

The second reading concludes St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians. In St. Paul’s world, crucifixion was considered 

defeat and failure, and the ultimate humiliation reserved for slaves, thieves, and political rebels. No one would 

ever proclaim their leader or founder had been killed by crucifixion. No one, that is, except Christians. A 

religion based on crucifixion was considered ridiculous and repulsive by much of Jewish and pagan societies. 

Yet, St. Paul preaches the cross of Jesus as his only boast, while claiming to bear the marks of Jesus on his own 

body.  

Taking what the world calls humiliation and defeat, St. Paul preaches God transformed such a horrific event 

into glory and victory. But, the essence of his boast is a transformation through a sacrifice of “love.” “Love” 

poured out from the cross into the hands of God the Father, embraced the sacrifice and with love raised up in 

Resurrection. This love through sacrifice yields the perfection of humanity present in the Risen Lord. 

The women of Roncalli Catholic High School gave up another perfect season, but with one defeat in forfeit, 

revealed the power of the cross on that ballfield that day. To use more of St. Paul’s imagery, all those women 

bore the marks of Jesus on their bodies. They tossed away another perfect season in the eyes of the world, to 

reveal perfection in the eyes of God.  

The core message of the gospel runs completely counter to the core message of our societal expectations. Our 

society’s greatest values are winning, succeeding, owning, accomplishing, and getting ahead. There is no sin in 

any of those expectations. But when they become the only purpose for a human life: when winning, owning, 

and possessing are the only motivations for life, they become idols. When worshipped, this idolatry leads us 

away from God, away from true life fulfillment, and into the paths of emptiness, bitterness, and corrosion of 

the soul.  

So many of our young people feel tremendous pressure to excel, get ahead, win, and succeed. There is no 

harm encouraging anyone, young or old, to become the best they can be. That is a proper goal for any and all 

of us. Our humanity is called to flourish in community where the common good is honored. But when 

someone is encouraged, not to be “the best they can be”, but to be “the best, better than all,” they are set up 

for disappointment and never-ending clawing to the top, a destination always slightly further away from their 

grasp.  

Boasting in the cross of Christ and bearing the marks of the cross on our bodies involves abandoning the 

central motivations of winning, owning, possessing, and achieving at all costs, and seeing our life as possessing 



many gifts, all called to be at the service of humanity and all creation. This is the “new creation” St. Paul talks 

about in this passage from Galatians. 

The young women from Roncalli Catholic High revealed themselves as part of the “new creation” by forfeiting 

the game and reaching for a higher cause then simply “winning.” Something new was created in those women 

by their choice. And something new was created in the women from Marshall High School, as they witnessed 

their own peers making a sacrifice for their benefit. My guess is all those women had a different self-image 

when that day ended then when they began. For certain, there will be those who will never understand or 

approve of such a decision. 

The choices made by Roncalli High women are choices all of us can make and are called to make. We need to 

identify how much our social motivations rob us of true life, and how replacing them with the motivations of 

our faith bring true and eternal life. Our choices can also undermine the horrendous cycles of vicious 

competition and soul-crushing materialism, replacing them with collaborative bonds of trust and compassion 

for the building of true communities. 

We all need to decide what we want to offer the world around us. What will be the mark we will leave on the 

world? St. Paul teaches us and the women of Roncalli Catholic High School witness that the only marks worth 

making are the marks of the cross. 

 


