
18th Sunday: Bread of Life Discourse #1 
Gospel of John 6: 1-15 

 
Many years ago, I offered a children’s homily and began by asking this question, “Your English 
teacher has given you an assignment to write an essay. You are asked to write three typed written 
pages, double spaced, with correct spelling with everyone using the same font and the same font 
size. You follow all the instructions to the exact detail, but you don’t write a good essay. Do you 
expect to get a good grade?” 
 
One young girl responded to the question: “No, because we didn’t use our imagination.” 

Jesus asks Philip a question to test him. Philip has the correct math and the proper facts and 
figures. But Philip doesn’t use his imagination either. Philip is overwhelmed with the immensity of 
the task. Philip might also be somewhat fearful that feeding the crowd might mean not having 
enough for himself. 
 
A young boy offers all he has to Andrew; and Andrew informs Jesus of it, but Andrew doesn’t use 
his imagination either. The young boy takes all he has, little in Andrew’s eyes, and courageously 

places it all in Jesus’ hands. Only the young boy has enough imagination to trust Jesus with his 
offering. 
 
As often in gospels, it is one considered “unimportant” that becomes the protagonist for change and 
God’s mighty works. This time it is a child, a young boy. Children had no rights and were simply 
overlooked in times of crisis. Protecting them was important, but recognizing them as a source of 
wisdom or faith was considered ridiculous. That was simply “unimaginable”. 
 
The young boy is the model for each of us as we celebrate the Eucharist. His offering of all he has in 
trust represents our attitude at the offertory, the time of preparation for the Eucharistic sacrifice. St 
Augustine once told the newly baptized in his church, “It is your mystery that lies on the altar.” The 
mystery of our complete humanity, our complete identity and our complete life is placed on the 
altar joined with Christ’s eternal sacrifice. 
 
The young boy places all he has in the hands of the apostles, who then give this gift to Jesus. So, 
we place all we are in the hands of the church to be offered with the Risen Christ as a sacrifice of 
thanksgiving and praise to God the Father. 
 
Putting all we have and all we are into the hands of God, we then let go and trust that God will 
multiply and expand the little we think we have offered. We place our scarcities and poverty in 
God’s hands. We place all that we are, and all that we are not as well. This means that we place our 
sinfulness and our wounds on the altar with the Lord Jesus Christ. We also place our human 
limitations on the altar. The young boy knew well he could not feed everyone with what he had. But 
his faith and imagination told him to trust Jesus with what he had to offer.  
 
We cannot solve everyone’s problems nor can we fix everyone’s broken humanity. When we place all 

that we have in the hands of God, we join ourselves to the eternal sacrifice of the Risen Christ. We 
place our body and soul on the altar as bread and wine in a sacrifice of praise. God receiving our 
offering with His Risen Son accomplishes more than we can realize, more than we can hope, and 
even more than we can imagine. But hope, love and imagination are essential ingredients.  
 
When the divine encounters the human, physical laws of scarcity become spiritual laws of 
abundance. Physical laws divide: i.e. five loaves and two fish are not enough. Spiritual laws 
multiply: i.e. five loaves and two fish are the beginning of abundance. When offering God the gift of 
our life; God returns that as the Body and Blood of His own Son.  
 
All of us joined to Christ in the Eucharistic sacrificial prayer are called to become one with Him and 
one with each other. We place our life on the altar and embrace the one mission of Christ for the 



continual redemption and sanctification of the world we live in. On the altar, the Holy Spirit weaves 
and shapes us deeper into the mystery of the Body of the Risen Christ. We therefore become more 
and more The Church responsible to God and responsible for each other. 
 
Pope Benedict XVI in his Apostolic Exhortation on the Eucharistic celebration, Sacramentum 
Caritatis states this, “The Eucharistic mystery thus gives rise to a service of charity towards 
neighbor, which consists in the very fact that, in God and with God, I love even the person whom I 
do not like or even know. This can only take place on the basis of an intimate encounter with God… 
Then I learn to look on this other person not simply with my eyes and my feelings, but from the 
perspective of Jesus Christ.  In all those I meet, I recognize brothers or sisters for whom the Lord 
gave his life, loving them ‘to the end’.” (78) 
 
Do we have that intimate encounter with God that Pope Benedict spoke of? Is our relationship with 
Christ founded on rules and law or on love and intimacy? That is the difference Pope Benedict calls 
us to. When we look at the world through the eyes of Christ, we see the crowds as he saw them that 
day the bread and fish were multiplied. Last Sunday we read that when he saw the crowds 
approaching, his heart was moved with compassion because they like sheep without a shepherd. 
Today we read that he recognized all their hungers, and knew exactly “what we was going to do”. 
 
Looking at the crowds, looking at the world we live in through the eyes of Christ, we will stop seeing 
them with physical eyes of scarcity. We will begin to see them with divine eyes of abundance. Seeing 
them with the eyes of Christ, we will begin to imagine new possibilities, and new laws of generous 
service and heart felt compassion. 
 
The homily closes with a quote from St. Vincent de Paul. In St. Vincent’s name, over 150 people are 
fed almost every weekday in the Cathedral Guild Hall and all by volunteers. These are volunteers 
who dare to imagine. St. Vincent de Paul said, “Love takes imagination into infinity.” 


