
First Sunday of Lent: Cycle C 

Gospel of St. Luke 4: 1-13 

1962 saw the release of the blockbuster film Judgment at Nuremburg. The movie focused on the 

several trials following war crime convictions of the well-known Nazi political and military leaders. This film 

starred Spencer Tracy as Dan Haywood, a judge from Maine, sent to Germany to head a panel of three judges. 

On trial are various judges and justices who served under Hitler’s regime. Required to take an oath professing 

complete loyalty to the Nazi Party, all these jurists are accused of conducting phony trials of political 

opponents and declaring an already pre-determined judgement of guilt.  

Only one of the German jurists on trial, Dr. Ernst Janning (portrayed by Burt Lancaster), expresses any 

sort of guilt or remorse for his crimes. Prior to Hitler’s rise to power, Janning was considered one of the most 

brilliant legal minds in Germany. His brilliance was matched only by his integrity and his reasoned approach to 

law. Legal minds of other nations studied his legal opinions and philosophy. Now, he sits as an alleged war 

criminal, accused of betraying a core purpose of law: discerning the truth and applying justice in an impartial 

manner. 

Towards the end of the movie, Dr. Janning makes a full confession of his crimes and the crimes of all 

the jurists on trial. He offers his excuse of complying with the Nazi oath. Stating he hoped his ability to remain 

a judge in Nazi Germany might allow him to shape the law with some semblance of justice, and to eventually 

help topple Hitler from power. But now looking back, he realizes the complete failure and folly of that 

decision.  

In the final scene of the movie, Dr. Janning asks Judge Haywood to visit him in his prison cell. There he 

gives Haywood a copy of a book with his legal opinions from the days prior to Nazi rule. Then, reflecting on the 

tens of millions killed in World War II including 12 million in concentration camps, Janning says, “I never knew 

it would come to this. You have to believe me. I never knew it would come to this.”  

Spencer Tracy’s Haywood, with the final line of the movie says, “Oh Herr Janning, it came to that the 

first time you gave a death sentence to someone you knew full well to be innocent.” He leaves the cell and Dr. 

Janning to baste in the horror of his own guilt, and the movie ends.  

Satan takes Jesus to the mountain top and offers him all nations at his disposal. Pure love and demonic 

evil look at the same world but view it entirely different. Satan wants it, so does Jesus. Satan offers the world 

to Jesus with a shortcut that avoids the cross. It can be delivered to him at that moment and forgo the mission 

set before him. In reason, it seems like the best deal, and it avoids so much suffering. 

This short cut means abandoning trust in God, and denying his true self, only recently revealed. He 

comes to the desert, led by the Holy Spirit, immediately after his baptism in the River Jordan and the heavenly 

revelation as “The Beloved Son of God.” Should he believe that proclaiming the Kingdom of God without the 

cross will bring the same result? Jesus is tempted to abandon his mission of “self-offering” and “self-sacrifice” 

for “self- service”, vain glory, and “immediate gratification.” Jesus’ ultimate temptation is to trade the deep 

waters of his true identity for an identity formed in the shallow pool of self –interest and vain glory.  “I will 

give you the world” becomes the equivalent of “sell me your integrity.” 

The devil certainly wants our soul, but the surest way to soul possession is the sale of our integrity. The 

devil wants our integrity at all costs, and knows that once we sell it, we can spend a lifetime trying to reclaim 

it, often to no avail. 



Temptations ultimately try to destroy our integrity; our true identity before God. Integrity is the 

currency of trust and self-respect. Integrity is the deep connection to our true self, empowering us to build 

solid relationships and move within greater society as servants and contributors.  

Integrity allows us to be faithful without being self-righteous; truthful and honest without being 

crushing and condemning. Integrity allows us to stand firm, but not be stubborn; to hold on to truth without 

being closed to learning. Integrity allows us to be committed to a community and yet avoid a mob mentality.  

Integrity allows others to move into our circle of life and be safe, treated with dignity, and served 

justly. Integrity is the core identity of our soul meant to reflect the very image of God. Integrity recognizes our 

humanity as a communion of body and soul. Denying one ultimately wounds our entire life. The greater our 

lives have integrity, the greater our ability to hold all of these and more in creative balance. 

These past few weeks, we have been treated to a vast array of characters involved in various levels of 

our nation’s political life, and business ventures. They have all admitted to (or been convicted of) living years 

of lying, cheating, bullying others in weaker positions, and purposely destroying the good name of many good 

people. Some expressed remorse, some exhibited little to no remorse for their actions. All have inflicted 

unimaginable harm to our national soul. 

One of the great sins of our nation is selling integrity for winning. Winning can often be a great idolatry 

in our country, and encourages many to sell their true self to be known as winners. People such as these have 

always existed in our elected leaders, business executives, sports, and of course, religious institutions 

including the church.  

Let’s be clear. Although no one lives perfect integrity, and everyone has their own weakness and inner 

corruption, many, many people live lives of great integrity. This includes sports figures, political and 

government leaders, business owners, labor executives, religious leaders and all other professions and walks 

of life.  

Like everyone else, they all struggle with temptations in times of weakness and bitterness, but their 

integrity is a mighty barrier and the sure sign of their true identity before God. They work hard at maintaining 

integrity, even when it seems like it is regarded as less than important than at other times of life.  

But someone lacking in integrity is prone to any and every demonic lie. A person lacking integrity, is a 

person whose life is in danger of becoming a lie, placing the immortal soul in imminent danger. 

We know that integrity differs from mistakes in judgments, needing to make compromises for the sake 

of civil peace, and understanding what fights we need to stand for, and which ones we need to let pass us by. 

We live in a world and society of great diversity and the need to find common space where all can live 

peacefully and safe within their own skin.  

Going back to the fictional movie character of Dr. Janning. Probably in his early years as judge, he may 

have made mistakes in the way he applied the law in his courtroom. There may also have been times when he 

needed to make a judgement even though truth may have been difficult to discern.  

These do not impinge on his identity as a man of integrity. They may point to competency, growing in 

professional understanding, and the simple reality of human limitations. Only when he agreed to abandon 

impartiality for the sake of Nazi domination, only then did he sell his integrity. Then he let go of his true 

identity, and at the end of the movie discovers he has yet to touch the horrors let loose for such a sale.  



Because Jesus maintained his integrity in his demonic confrontations, we know we can trust not only 

Jesus’ word and promises. We can also trust him as a ready resource assisting us when temptations strike at 

the heart of our lives. The Church teaches us that we are saved through the humanity of The Lord Jesus Christ. 

He shared the fullness of our human nature with all its corruption, weakness, and wounds. He walked our 

daily life and encountered the power of demonic temptations whispering in his ears to walk away from his 

true self and divine mission.  

From The New Testament, The Letter to the Hebrews reminds us, “For we do not have a high priest 

who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who has been similarly tested in every way, yet 

without sin. So let us approach the throne of grace to receive mercy and to find grace for timely help.” The 

Church gives us this passage for the Scriptures on Good Friday.  

When in danger of losing integrity or if your integrity is wounded, know the love of the Risen Lord alive 

in the Church, and especially in the sacraments. Let this Lent be that time of restoration and wholeness for 

those parts that are place the entire soul in danger of being lost. We are not left alone, and we will never be 

helpless with the Lord accompanying us. 


