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On Pentecost Sunday, Bishop Deeley Speaks About Racism and Opening Our 
Hearts to the Holy Spirit 
 
“As members of the Church, we must stand for the more difficult right and just actions instead of the 
easy wrongs of indifference. We cannot turn a blind eye to these atrocities and yet still try to profess 
to respect every human life. We serve a God of love, mercy, and justice.”---Bishop Deeley 
 
May 31, 2020 
 
PORTLAND--- Pentecost, celebrated 50 days after Easter Sunday, commemorates the descent of the 
Holy Spirit upon Christ’s disciples. The feast, which marks the end to the Easter season, is 
considered to be the birthday of the Church. 
 
But when America woke up on Sunday, May 31, the feeling was anything but celebratory and 
festive as images from across the country showed fire and fury after a day and night of widespread 
protests following the death of George Floyd, a black man who was killed by a police officer in 
Minneapolis this week. The police officer is being charged with murder.  
 
“Minneapolis is not that near us here in Maine. It is in another part of the country. But the racial 
divide that underlies this man’s murder is part of our national story, and will only be rooted out 
when there is an acknowledgement of its harm and a determination to see each other as God sees 
us, as human beings worthy of respect and created in his love,” said Bishop Robert Deeley during 
his live-streamed Mass (pictures below) on Sunday from the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception in Portland.  
 
The bishop referenced part of the statement issued by the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops regarding the terrible death and violent aftermath, saying that racism is not a thing of the 
past but rather “a real and present danger that must be met head on.”  
 
“As members of the Church, we must stand for the more difficult right and just actions instead of 
the easy wrongs of indifference. We cannot turn a blind eye to these atrocities and yet still try to 
profess to respect every human life,” said the bishop. “We serve a God of love, mercy, and justice.” 

Bishop Deeley said that while it is expected that Catholics plead for peaceful protests, we must also 
stand in passionate support of communities that are understandably outraged.  
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“Too many communities around this country feel their voices are not being heard, their complaints 
about racist treatment are unheeded, and we are not doing enough to point out that this deadly 
treatment is antithetical to the Gospel of Life,” said the bishop. “People of good conscience must 
never turn a blind eye when citizens are being deprived of their human dignity and even their lives. 
Indifference is not an option.” 

On Pentecost, those participating from home were reminded of what the disciples experienced in the 
coming of the Holy Spirit and our calling to open our minds and hearts to hear and see what the 
Lord wants of us and what the Spirit of God can do through us.   

“What we need to hear in all this is how the coming of the Spirit changed the disciples. The disciples 
came to understand the mission that was theirs, and they became aware that the Spirit of God was 
moving them to embrace the mission, to preach and teach and act without hesitation or fear,” said 
Bishop Deeley. “As we celebrate Pentecost, we do well to open our hearts to seek the ways in which 
the Spirit guides us to show forth our faith. Who, in our lives needs a forgiving word from us?  Who 
needs an affirming one?  Who needs an encouraging word?  Who needs a warning that the direction 
of life that they have chosen will end in disaster?  Who needs one of us to share what my faith in 
Jesus Christ has meant to my life? And who needs to know what joy we have found in the message 
of Jesus Christ? All of this we do when we are Church, when we allow the Holy Spirit, God’s 
presence in our lives, to move us and to show us how to live, just as the same Spirit did for the 
disciples.” 
 
Bishop Deeley called upon all Catholics to pray and work toward a “new outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

“Let us pray for a supernatural desire to rid ourselves of the harm that bias and prejudice cause,” 
said the bishop. “Pray to the Holy Spirit for the Spirit of Truth to touch the hearts of all in the 
United States and to come down upon our criminal justice and law enforcement systems. Let each 
and every Catholic, regardless of their ethnicity, beg God to heal our deeply broken view of each 
other as well as our deeply broken society.” 
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