
The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Cycle C 

The Gospel of St. Luke 6: 17, 20-26 

“The Great Reversal” 

One of the great themes in St. Luke’s is often referred to as “The Great Reversal.” The understanding 

and accepted ways of life present in Jesus’ time become completely reversed with his teaching. The Blessed 

Mother’s Magnificat (Luke 1: 46-55) spells out many of these reversals. God “has cast down the mighty from 

their thrones and has lifted up the lowly.” God “has filled the hungry with good things and the rich he has sent 

away empty.” 

 This reversal of fortunes is particularly clear in the beatitudes and woes found in The Sermon on the 

Plain. In St. Luke’s version of this great sermon, all people stand on level ground before God. The poor, 

crushed by injustice are raised up; and the powerful, reveling in their power and possessions, are knocked 

down so all are on the same level. Many in Jesus’ time saw wealth and affluence as God’s blessings upon the 

righteous, while the poor were considered distant from God for their religious impurities. The Kingdom of God 

executes a complete reversal of those values. 

 Please note this misunderstanding of St. Luke’s Gospel: St. Luke’s Gospel does not condemn those who 

are affluent or wealthy simply because they are affluent and wealthy. While some have proposed that 

interpretation, it is clearly wrong. But this gospel (as well as other New Testament writings) makes clear that 

wealth and affluence present major obstacles to salvation.  

What might some of those obstacles be? First, the gospel makes clear that, to those who are given 

more, more is expected. If we see our abundance or affluence as solely for my own purpose or for my own 

use, without any consideration for the poor and abandoned, our salvation could be in serious jeopardy. 

Second, if our affluence and wealth makes us more possessive and more insecure; or if “more than enough is 

never enough”, our salvation might be in serious jeopardy. If we use our wealth to manipulate others, control 

others, destroy others, or be vengeful; our salvation might be in serious jeopardy. And those are only three 

possible significant obstacles. 

The blessings pronounced by Jesus are realized by those living lives of gratitude and generosity. The 

blessings go to those who recognize blessings as gifts from God, to be shared with others, especially those 

deprived of the basic dignities of life. The blessings belong to all recognizing their utter poverty before God, 

and, therefore, complete dependence upon God for everything.  

The woes go to those whose lives are filled with illusions. These illusions include: self-reliance, innate 

rights with no corresponding responsibilities, and “winners take all or as much as they desire”. No matter how 

poor or how rich; those living gratitude and generosity place their trust only in God. For those in woe, seeing 

their blessings as their own private possessions; gratitude and generosity never happen. 

“Blessed are you who are weeping, for you will laugh. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will grieve 

and weep.” God’s first revelation to a people goes to Hebrew slaves in Egypt, declaring, “I have witnessed the 

suffering of my people.” Pharaoh and the elites of Egypt lived a spectacular affluent lifestyle off the slave labor 

of their Hebrew people. God’s liberation brings the first “great reversal” as the Hebrews are freed from 

slavery, and the Egyptians are forced to adjust to life without their unjust source of free labor. 



Jesus’ teaching extends the reality of slavery to include those enslaved by sin and spiritual lies. Those 

“laughing now” are not those “who are happy,” but whose comfort and success depended on the exploitation 

and injustice to others. Like Pharaoh and his cronies, they are closed to the sins responsible for their 

abundance and affluence. Those “weeping now” are those moved by the injustices and suffering of the world. 

They are therefore moved to actions of justice and compassion.  

As a consumer driven society, we need to study the connection of low-cost and inexpensive clothing 

and other commodities with exploited labor and workplace injustices. We cannot escape our moral 

responsibility to help reverse these workplace injustices and the destruction of environmental systems. These 

require tough personal decisions accompanied by a strong political will in the wider community. Pope Francis 

has particularly focused on the impact of consumer driven societies like ours on global injustice and ecological 

destruction. 

There is some good news on the numbers of people worldwide living in poverty. The Associated Press 

reported last September 2018, The World Bank reported that in the two-year period from 2013-2015, 68 

million people worldwide moved out of poverty, marked as living on less than $1.90/per day. Almost 736 

million remained in that level of poverty. 

 Pope St. John Paul II called the whole church to a “preferential option for the poor” during his long 

pontificate. He called for both personal and institutional repentance and transformation regarding service to 

those who are poor. “As individuals and as a nation, therefore, we are called to make a fundamental ‘option 

for the poor’. The obligation to evaluate social and economic activity from the viewpoint of the poor and the 

powerless arises from the radical command to love one's neighbor as one's self. Those who are marginalized 

and whose rights are denied have privileged claims if society is to provide justice for all. This obligation is 

deeply rooted in Christian belief.” (On Social Concern, #42) 

 To see the world through the eyes of the poorest among us is to witness firsthand the great disparities 

between those who have access to basic human needs and those who are denied access. This witness then 

becomes a two-part mission of charity and justice seeking to resolve these disparities and re-create a world 

where justice and love of neighbor reign supreme. Walking with those in poverty should raise questions: “Why 

are so many children in Maine hungry and lacking food security?” Why are those working hard at two or more 

jobs still mired in poverty?” “Why does one injury or sickness result in bankruptcy or homelessness?”  

From these and many other questions, our charitable works (of which there are many in this parish) 

begin to translate into a language for justice. Our hands of charity need our voices of advocacy. Our hearts of 

compassion unite with a wisdom of discernment and action. Ultimately, this becomes the foundation of new 

community. Merciful works from compassion, the search for justice, and pillars of love are the foundation for 

this new community.  

The cries of those suffering are meant to draw us out from our own self-absorption, apathy or narrow 

categories of viewing life. God uses the cries of those suffering to draw us closer to them, and thus ultimately 

draw closer to God. Our hand of assistance, our voice of advocacy and establishing solidarity with them 

becomes a work of our own salvation. 

Quoting Pope St. John Paul II, The Compendium on Social Doctrine of the Church, “At the beginning of 

the New Millennium, the poverty of billions of men and women is ‘the one issue that most challenges our 

human and Christian consciences’”. (#449) 



Peter Maurin was a co-founder, along with Dorothy Day, of The Catholic Worker Movement in the 

Great Depression in the 1930’s. I close with one of his quotes that helps to center my own spiritual life. “What 

we give to the poor for the sake of Christ, is what we carry with us when we die.” 

 


