
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time: Cycle C 
Gospel of St. Luke 6: 27-38 

 
Both St. Matthew and St. Luke’s Gospels contain versions of Our Lord’s great sermon delivered to his 

disciples. Although there are some differences with the sermon’s structure, one important difference is the 
geography location where the sermon was delivered. Each evangelist has a special reason for depicting the 
sermon at a certain setting. 
  

St. Matthew describes The Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus exceeds the teaching authority of 
Moses. Moses received the Law of the covenant at the top of Mt. Sinai. But Jesus does not receive the law, but 
rather delivers the law of the new covenant in his blood. As “Son of the Living God”, Jesus exceeds Moses 
teaching authority. 

 
St. Luke presents The Sermon on the Plain. Here, he presents two great truths of our faith. First, God 

gathers with all humanity on a level surface. In the Incarnation, God stands with all humanity, and meets 
people where they are living. Walking and living among the people, God shares life and offers life within the 
fullness of our humanity.  

 
Secondly, as presented last week in the Beatitudes and woes, all humanity stands together regardless 

of social importance, racial differences, economic disparities, cultural prestige or any other distinctions. In St. 
Luke’s “Great Reversal”, the mighty are knocked down from their thrones and the poor are lifted up from their 
oppression. They all stand together on level ground before the Living God.  

 
This week’s passage from the Sermon on the Plain greatly challenges us in choosing what shape of life 

we will live, and whose lead will we follow in shaping our life choices. The “love of enemies” is perhaps the 
greatest moral command of all Sacred Scripture. It is the one moral command separating Christianity from 
every other major religion in the world. The Jewish people were told to resist vengeance and retaliation 
towards one’s enemies, but “love of enemies” was not revealed to them as a command.  

 
Love of enemies is the most challenging of all commandments flowing from The New Testament. 

Given a choice, many of us would rather crawl over broken glass or wear a hair shirt for the remainder of our 
lives than love enemies. But The New Testament does not ask us to crawl over broken glass or wear hair 
shirts. And “love of enemies” is preached as a command, not as a suggestion or option. So, how do we begin 
to accomplish something not only seemingly so impossible to reach, but also seemingly impossible to desire? 

 
We go back to the beginning of the sermon where all humanity stands together with God on the plain. 

Everyone and God stands on level ground. In the Incarnation, Jesus recognizes the vast and infinite merciful 
love of God; and also witnesses the seemingly endless cycle of violence, retribution, division, bitterness and 
malice of the human condition.  

 
The first step is deciding who we follow. Will we follow God with the endless flow of merciful love, or 

will we follow the seething and ruinous cycles of violence coming from the sinful wounds of the human 
condition? That is the first step. 

 
Secondly, we must recognize the command to love is “a call” from God to all disciples, to all the 

baptized. “Love of neighbor” and “love of enemies” calls us to a greater life response; greater than we possibly 
thought is possible. This call to “love one another” is always initiated by God. Because God is the initiator, the 
call always comes with a generosity of abundant grace.  

 



Jesus certainly sets the example for us bearing all violence and rejection with love. Forgiving his 
executioners from the cross is the ultimate love of enemies. But Jesus does not merely set the example for us. 
Jesus also empowers us, transforms our entire humanity into his own. We grow in ability to love enemies, and 
bless those who persecute and hate us. Our encounter with the Risen Christ is one of a glorified humanity 
glowing with divine glory and love. This encounter heals, forgives, and transforms our entire human life. 

 
The second reading in the Lectionary from First Corinthians holds an important key to this call. St. Paul 

reminds us that “we shall also bear the image of the heavenly one”. Please note the wording “we shall also 
bear”. St. Paul recognizes and embraces that while we are indeed united to the Body of the Risen Christ in 
baptism, our transformation into the image of the heavenly one is a journey to say the least.  

 
This transformation is gradual, seemingly at times at a snail’s pace, and perhaps losing ground at times 

in difficult situations. But we are encouraged to have hope, trust in God, get up again and keep moving 
forward. This is not intended as permission to procrastinate. The world is in desperate need of our witness and 
the healing of God’s merciful love.  

 
When asked, “How can I forgive, let alone love, when there is so much anger and rage within me and 

the wound is so deep in my soul?” I remind people that we have to go to the cross for that ability. That is 
where we are forgiven, and that is where we find the power to forgive our self and to forgive others as well. 
Secondly, forgiveness is a choice and not a feeling. Sometimes it takes a long time for the rest of our humanity 
to get caught up to our choices. 

 
This gospel passage and others like it are also easily manipulated and exploited by those with darker 

intentions. “Love of one’s enemies” does not negate accountability nor does it place innocents in jeopardy of 
abusers or exploiters. “Judge not” does not mean approval of all behavior no matter how violent or sinful. 
Abusive spouses will often use this Gospel command of loving one’s perpetrator as a weapon to continue the 
abuse and violence. The Gospel calls always for justice but not vengeance; and forgiveness, but never naiveté 
or forgetting the past.  

 
In order for humanity to share the level ground together, there must be a moral code we all abide by 

for each other’s protection and safety. A moral code that welcomes everyone’s gifts and builds community 
based on a common humanity and the building up of the common good. 

 
Love of enemies proclaims great hope in every person. Love of enemies professes that those 

responsible for the most despicable and repulsive of crimes are in fact capable of far greater things in life. The 
love of God, flowing through Jesus’ disciples can draw that good from the coldest and hardest of hearts. This is 
the great hope we are all called to. The gospel seems impossible and beyond our reach. But for over two 
thousand years, the saints give witness to our own ability to believe it and follow it. They witness God’s 
promises as real, truthful and alive. 
 
 


