
2010 

The Gospel reading is from St. John 10: 27-30, constituting the final verses of The Good 

Shepherd discourse. The homily contrasts the voice of Jesus, The Good Shepherd, as opposed 

to voices that abuse, exploit, or humiliate. The line from the homily tying the gospel passage to 

the three news stories is: “Power and authority must only be modeled on the power and 

authority of Christ. Even when Jesus needed to criticize or challenge someone, they were still 

always safe in his presence. True use of power and authority neither abuses nor enables. True 

use of power and authority fosters clear moral boundaries where people are free, safe, 

respected, and valued. That is the model of Christ the Good Shepherd.” 

 

2013 

The Gospel reading is from St. John 21: 1-19. It is a post-Resurrection encounter between Jesus 

and the disciples at the Sea of Tiberius. Peter has returned to fishing with others. Meanwhile, 

Jesus is preparing a breakfast of fish and bread on a coal fire. This is also the passage where 

Jesus asks Peter three times, “Do you love me?” 

The unifying line connecting the gospel with the sex abuse crisis may be:  

“But we must also realize that love and anger are not mutually exclusive. We must love the 

church especially if we are angry at the church as well. If we love without anger, we risk 

returning to days of unquestioning obedience and letting the ordained run the church. That 

model of church got us into this mess in the first place. If we are angry without love, we can risk 

tearing down the fabric of the church. Tearing down the church only in anger will leave us face 

to face with the evil one. Loving and reforming the church from within and we come face to 

face with the Risen Christ.” 

 

 


