
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Cycle C 

The Gospel of St. Luke 10: 25-37 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

The parable of the Good Samaritan is so familiar to us that it seems to present itself as a wonderful 

account of human nature through the Samaritan’s compassion. We see the parable only for its happy ending. 

Therefore, we lose the great irritation and even hostility the lawyer would have felt hearing Jesus tell this 

parable. Unless we understand the Lord’s calculated use of characters and events to purposely disturb, we 

miss the full intent of his teaching.  

Only if the parable is updated with contemporary personalities and events can we grasp the 

disturbance the Lord intended for those in his presence that day. So, here is the Parable of the Good 

Samaritan using present events and current personalities. 

Instead of a man falling in with robbers on the road to Jericho, this parable will use the tragic image of 

the bodies of the man and his young daughter who drowned in the river trying to enter the United States 

along our southern border.  

Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi happened along the scene, stopping, she said, “This is all President 

Trump’s fault.” Then she moved on. Later that day, Vice President Mike Pence also happened along the scene. 

He stopped long enough to say, “This is all the fault of Congressional Democrats.” Then he moved along on his 

way. 

But a Muslim immigrant from Iraq came upon the scene and was moved with compassion at the sight. 

He pulled their bodies from the river, and realized they were still breathing. So, he put them in his car and 

brought them to the nearest medical clinic. The intake receptionist wasn’t sure if they could receive medical 

care if they were uninsured and undocumented. She would need to check with her supervisor who was 

probably on lunch break. 

So, the Muslim responded, “I have my own company employing over 300 people and all are provided 

health care coverage. So, let me tell you this man now works for me, and his daughter is also covered in the 

company’s family plan. So, admit these two immediately. I will return later today to make sure their needs are 

met.”  

That is one version of what an updated Good Samaritan Parable might look like. 

In St. Luke’s Gospel, the conversation between Jesus and the lawyer begins with the lawyer’s question, 

“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Later, he asked, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus never responds 

directly to either of the lawyer’s questions.  

And Jesus’ question back to the lawyer wasn’t either of the questions the lawyer had asked him. Jesus’ 

question is not “who is my neighbor?” but rather, “who was neighbor to the robber’s victim?” In Jesus’ time, 

Jews and Samaritans despised one another. Also, in Jesus’ time, anyone travelling alone on the road to Jericho 

risked being assaulted by many robbers along the way.  

The lawyer, deeply influenced by his cultural roots, couldn’t even bring himself to say the word 

“Samaritan.” Instead, he simply says, “the one who showed compassion.” Might there be some in our day and 

time, who could not speak the word “Muslim” in connection with a compassionate act? Might there also be 

some blaming the dad for taking his daughter into the river attempting to enter our country? 



The Letter to the Hebrews reminds us, “The word of God is living and effective, sharper than any two-

edged sword, penetrating even between soul and spirit, joints and marrow and able to discern reflections and 

the thoughts of the heart” (4:12). Many Jewish people listening to Jesus tell the Good Samaritan parable 

would have felt the word of God cut deep into their prejudices and biases of who deserved to be cared for, 

and who could be trusted to care for others. 

We want God’s word to be consoling and forgiving, and so it is and always will be. But God’s word must 

also cut us, at times in our strongest held beliefs and opinions. That is when we will feel truly disturbed. 

Whether disturbance leads us to repentance or to deeper anger is the choice we are called to make. 

“Who are we neighbors to?” This is the Lord’s sole response to the question, “What must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” Each of us must now take the Lord’s question and examine our hearts and souls for an answer, 

and a need for deeper conversion.  

Our response will have immediate consequences. The City of Portland recently received many families 

from foreign countries, almost 300 persons in all, seeking asylum to the United States. The cost of housing is 

prohibitive in Portland at this time, so many families may need to re-settle in other areas. There is a good 

chance some might come to the Augusta area. If so, The Lord will have one question and one question only for 

his church, “Who will be neighbor to them?” 

 

 

 

 

 


