
Good Friday 2019 
 
When someone is dying, loved ones gathered around the bedside are sometimes the only solace 

they can count on. Their words of love and hope, their prayers, and the human touch can be the only source 
of consolation as death continues to make its claim. 
 

But for Our Lord on the day he died, even this one consolation was denied him. While his mother, and 
a few women disciples and the beloved disciple stood by his cross, their words of comfort were assuredly 
drowned out by the onlookers mocking blasphemies and other cruelties. The crowd gathered at Calvary that 
Friday was not there to console or offer hope. Many were there for satisfaction, to see someone get what they 
deserved. Others were there as voyeurs out of curiosity. For some, their sole purpose was entertainment at 
the sight of helpless men suffering a cruel dying.  
 

Was anyone there to let the horror of crucifixion become the revolting experience leading to 
conversion and working toward a justice that can also be merciful? Would anyone witness that crucifixion and 
become committed to the changing of human hearts? 
 

The ultimate evil is walking through life with dry eyes. The death of compassion is the face of evil. The 
crowd gathered at Calvary that first Good Friday manifests the demonic. There is no compassion expressed. 
Any human suffering serving as entertainment or bringing forth a “satisfaction” of “getting what they deserve” 
is a blasphemy mocking the cross of Jesus. Any human suffering that does not become the catalyst to 
conversion and a changing heart is part of what Pope Francis refers to as a “globalization of indifference”. 
 

The “globalization of indifference” is pervasive in our world today. It is manifested in the all too 
antiseptic language supporting abortion and euthanasia. It is manifested in the refusal to see the ongoing 
destruction of environmental systems and the danger of irreversible ecological damage. It is a policy that 
separates children from parents at the nation’s border inflicting trauma on family life and disgrace on our 
nation’s soul. These and many more are the ongoing Calvarys of our time. 
 

When “God made flesh” allowed himself to be subject to the merciless application of Roman law in an 
occupied country, one purpose was to give us the opportunity to look for the faces of innocence treated 
mercilessly today. Today, human suffering is meant to confront us, and bring forth tears in our eyes and 
conversion in our hearts.  

 
Pope Francis, “We are a society which has forgotten how to weep, how to experience compassion – 

‘suffering with’ others: the globalization of indifference has taken from us the ability to weep! (L)et us ask the 
Lord for the grace to weep over our indifference, to weep over the cruelty of our world, of our own hearts, 
and of all those who in anonymity make social and economic decisions which open the door to tragic 
situations. ‘Has any one wept?’ Today has anyone wept in our world?” 


