
First Sunday of Advent: Reclaiming Humanity 
Mark 13: 33-37 

GK Chesterton once said, “I don't deny that there should be priests to remind people 
that they will one day die. I only say it is necessary to have another kind of priests, 
called poets, actually to remind people that they are not dead yet.” 

Chesterton’s words open a door for us to understand a spirituality of the Advent 
Season. Advent focuses our attention on the end of all things, the final transformation 
of all creation, and the second coming of Christ in glory. But while an Advent 
spirituality can focus our attention to the future, Advent also points us to the present 
moment and the glory of God already present to us. 

Advent is recognizing and embracing what is to come, but also recognizing what is 
already among us. While we watch for what is coming as the Lord commands in the 
gospel, we are as importantly called to see who and what is already present among us. 

Advent is about reclaiming what was once lost. It is no coincidence that in the 
Northern Hemisphere, Advent begins as the darkness of long nights continues to 
swallow the light. From this perspective, Advent offers hope for a light that eventually 
halts the darkness; reclaiming the light of day. Reclaiming the light of day symbolizes 
the greater story in our midst. 

During the civil war in Bosnia, the capital Sarajevo was under siege for years by 
Bosnian Serb armed forces. At one time, Serb forces fired a huge mortar onto a 
crowded marketplace in Sarajevo killing 22 people and wounding an additional 85. 
This was a deliberate attack on innocent civilians. The only purpose for such an attack 
is creating terror and horrific fear throughout the entire city. The marketplace 
remained empty for weeks marked by a large crater from where the mortar exploded. 

The Sarajevo orchestra had been closed for months with all the musicians out of work 
and, like everyone else, trying to maintain some semblance of life in a city marked 
more and more by death. One cello player from that orchestra could look out over the 
emptied marketplace and see the large crater from his window. He decided to do 
something about it. 

He took his cello and went into the marketplace and sitting in the midst of the crater 
began to play his instrument. The sounds of classical music emanating from his cello 
carried throughout the neighborhood, breaking the eerie silence of despair. He sat 
amidst the ruins of carnage and played returning each day for 22 consecutive days 
commemorating the 22 people killed there. 

His cello performances in the crater of incredible evil was a gentle yet defiant action. 
He had no idea when violence would end. He had no idea who the next victim would 

be or even if it would be him. He knew that he could be killed in an instant as soon as 
he began playing. 

Using Chesterton’s adage, he knew he would someday die, but he also knew for that 
moment he was not dead yet. And being alive, he made a courageous choice assisting 
others to reclaim their humanity from the darkness of a cruel and heartless atrocity. 

The Bosnian cello player acted to reclaim humanity from a crater spawned in hell. 
Advent reminds us that God acted to reclaim lost humanity by being conceived in the 
virgin’s womb and given birth in a stable in the cold of an unwelcoming world. 



Our “crater of depravity” is actually a hill of crucifixion called Calvary. From that 
depraved and hateful place, Jesus offered the only gift he had, that of his complete 
humanity, thus reclaiming this once lost prized possession for the Father. His 
reclaiming transformed humanity into the glory of divine love. 

Nurtured on the Church’s word and sacrament, we are shaped into this very same 
glorified humanity Christ offered on behalf of all of us. All Sacraments, especially the 
Eucharist, are God’s symphonic masterpieces. Especially in the Eucharist, we are 
continually transformed into glory for the mission of continuing reclaiming humanity 
for God. This is the Advent proclamation of the Kingdom of God. 

The Bosnian civil war ended some twenty years ago, but we have our own “Sarajevos” 
today. Our cratered cities have names like Jerusalem; Ferguson, Missouri; Detroit; 
Mosul, Iraq; Aleppo, Syria. Each of these cities, countless others, and even our own 
are scourged and battered by forces robbing humanity and extinguishing the lights of 
hope. In the gospel, the workers are all tasked with work while the land owner is away. 
They must watch for his return, but also keep alert and awakened to their assigned 
tasks. 

The cello player was awakened to the depths of depravity outside of his window. But 
he was also awakened and alert to his gifted capacity giving others an opportunity to 
reclaim their humanity. Being watchful and alert keeps us from missing opportunities 
to be of service to reclaim humanity in communion with the Risen Christ. 

Each of us has been given a specific task of proclaiming the Kingdom of God. 
Proclaiming the Kingdom of God is first and foremost about reclaiming our humanity. 
We are each expected to be faithful to that task regardless of the darkness and 
obstacles confronting us. We are to believe we are still alive, and alive we can stand in 
craters of depravity, helping others to reclaim their humanity. One day we will indeed 
die. But until that day, we are not dead yet. 

 


