
The Solemnity of the Epiphany 

 The recent cover story of Harvest (Jan./Feb. 2019 edition), the magazine of the Diocese of Portland, 

was of a baby boy adopted by a couple: Katina and Joshua. Their first child together, born with severe 

disabilities, died within minutes of birth. With ongoing infertility issues, Joshua suggested they look into 

adoption, but Katina was initially hesitant. “I really don’t think adoption is for me’’ she thought, “I don’t know 

if I could love another child as much as I love (my own),” and “then would feel guilty for not loving them 

enough.”  

 But then she attended a birthday party and a little girl completely unknown to her came and just sat on 

her lap. Katina explained, “I started rubbing her hair and I got this overwhelming feeling of ‘I could take this 

child tomorrow if God called me to do so.’” The encounter with this unknown girl became in her own words an 

“aha moment.” She told Joshua, “I’m ready. I (can) adopt. I think God sent this little girl to me and to give me 

this moment” of being called to adoption.  

 Her “aha moment” is often described as “the light came on.” Or, in other words, Katina experienced an 

epiphany in her life. In the midst of her search for God and discernment of what God was calling her to do, a 

revelation came through a human encounter of wonder and joy. Her experience with the child turned on an 

interior light leading her to the vocation of adoption, something she and her husband Joshua discerned God 

was calling them to. She was able, with divine light, to see new possibilities and to recognize a wider horizon 

of life. She “transcended” her limited expectations of herself to embrace what God was calling her to do. 

Epiphany is about divine revelation broadening our horizons. The greater the light of Christ, the greater 

width and length the horizon uncovered. It can happen to each and every one of us. The Scriptures this 

weekend speak of broader horizons. In the gospel passage from Luke, heavenly light leads pagan religious 

leaders to do homage to a Jewish king. This is something way beyond anyone’s expectations. St. Paul’s Letter 

to the Ephesians expands on the gospel by reminding the church that God’s invitation to them as gentiles 

(pagans) came through the death and Resurrection of The Lord Jesus Christ.  

 The Magi are journeying in their search for the new life of God born into the world. Their encounter is 

also human and filled with wonder and joy. They journey with open ended expectations. They do not know 

what to expect when they reach the destination. In fact, they do not even know what the destination is!  

Stopping in Jerusalem, they inquire where the Messiah or King of the Jews was to be born. Then, with 

more journey ahead of them, how startling to be lead to an infant with parents of simple and obscure life. No 

royal palace, no religious setting, and no celebrity status. If they were closed to new possibilities, encountering 

such an infant would lead to disappointment and cynicism. But, like Katina, the Magi also “transcend” or rise 

above their known limitations. In their wisdom, they recognize what they have yet to learn. They are open to 

the grace of the One True God. Therefore, they are open to new possibilities.  

 Pope Francis says “Jesus can also break through the dull categories with which we would enclose him 

and he constantly amazes us by his divine creativity. Whenever we make the effort to return to the source and 

to recover the original freshness of the Gospel, new avenues arise, new paths of creativity open up, with 

different forms of expression, more eloquent signs and words with new meaning for today’s world.”  

 

 “Dull categories” and “narrow horizons” come when we stop growing in faith; stop learning, and stop 

expecting anything creative and new addressing age old problems and dilemmas. When “what we know” is all 



we need to know, or “how we believe and understand faith” is all we need to believe and understand, our 

faith can become dull, and we can enclose Christ in narrow confines of rigidity.  

If Katina had not been moved by the incident with the young girl, a baby boy would have been passed 

by, and they would not have experienced the joy of being family together. All three would have been the 

poorer for the missed opportunity.  

 The prophet Isaiah writes to the Israelites, now home, after their decades of exile in Babylon. Finding 

Jerusalem and the Temple in ruins, the prophet tells them God will speak and act through their sorrows and 

suffering to rebuild the nation. This rebuilding will shine like a light to other nations covered in darkness. The 

rebuilt Israel will shine as a sign for all nations to come to the One True God. 

 While those words gave the Israelites hope, and such prophecies were fulfilled in a short period of 

time, Isaiah’s words are ultimately fulfilled in the suffering, death and Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

That light goes forth to the whole world. 

 When Hebrew slaves were liberated from Egypt, a pillar of fire shined in the dark, lighting their way 

through the desert. When the Lord was born in Bethlehem, angels in divine glory appeared to shepherds, and 

heavenly lights guided pagan religious leaders to the birthplace. While all these lights are indeed powerful and 

miraculous, the light of the Resurrection is greatest and unsurpassable. That light stands ready to break out in 

our interior lives, opening new horizons of divine creativity and summoning us to follow as disciples.  

 


