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SCRIPTURES:  

 

Isaiah 60:1-6   Gentiles will join the children of Israel in return to Jerusalem.  

Ephesians 3:2-6   Gentiles are to be “co-heirs” of God’s promises.  

Matthew 2:1-12   Jesus, rooted in Judaism, brings salvation to all nations.  

Psalm 72:1-2,7-8,10-13  Foreign kings and nations will adore the Lord.  

 

READ THE SCRIPTURES:  
 

The Word of God preserved for us in the Bible is addressed to the whole community of believers. We 

often miss the point if we think that the message is for the individual person. Israel thought of itself 

as a nation. The Church thinks of itself as a community. Only as a member of the Church does this 

Word come to me individually!  

 

SCRIPTURE BACKGROUND:  
 

Isaiah:  

 

  The Third-Isaiah, written after the Exile in Babylon and the restoration of the Temple in 

Jerusalem, looks forward to the days when all peoples will worship the God of Israel. The glow of 

the Lord’s presence in Jerusalem will be so bright that it will become a beacon to the Gentiles, who 

will still live in darkness without revelation from God. The Gentile nations have much to offer to the 

worship of the true God: “riches of the sea” probably refers to the seafaring peoples who are not yet 

believers; “sacred to the Lord” will be even the cargoes of ships from the unbelieving city of 

Tarshish; caravans on the trade routes between Egypt and Mesopotamia will deposit their treasures at 

the Lord’s feet in the Temple. What an insight this must have been to the people of Israel. How come 

they closed themselves off from this message? Fear of “other nations” took hold of them. The power 

of God manifested in the Temple worship must have so impressed them that they forgot about what 

the Gentiles could contribute to them and to the Lord.  

 

Ephesians:  

 

   The author of Ephesians goes beyond the Letter to the Romans, where it is said that the 

Gentiles are invited into the Church so that the Jews will be jealous and all seek to come in also! 

Here, the Gentiles and the Jews are fully integrated in the fellowship of the believing community by 

the power of the Cross of Jesus Christ. There is to be no distinction between Jew and Gentile. They 

may eat from the same table. Gentiles do not have to become Jews before becoming Christians. What 

a radical idea this was for the Jewish Christians! No circumcision required; no kosher laws; no 

apartness! There are no differences that matter as long as we have been chosen by Christ to be his 



followers. The things that divide us today must be overcome. No nation is special. No family group 

is special. No Roman collar, no veil on the head makes us count more than others before God. Single 

people, married people, people with or without children, no matter what profession we are in. To 

belong to Christ in faith is the only issue. You and I cannot determine who does and who does not 

belong to Christ. 

 

Matthew: 

 

   The author of this Gospel brings together in solid connection the birth of Jesus, the visit of 

the Gentiles, the flight into Egypt, the slaughter of the Innocents, and the return from Egypt. The 

“new Moses,” this new Lawgiver, Jesus, brings about a whole new covenant relationship with God: 

all nations will be invited, not just the Jews. Like ancient Israel, he will find refuge in Egypt. Like 

Moses, he will depart from Egypt. The blood of the Innocents is an anticipation of Jesus’ own blood, 

shed for the salvation of all peoples.  

   Matthew, the wise old Christian rabbi, needs to persuade his community, mixed with both 

Jewish and Gentile converts, that their experience of integration is the model intended by God for the 

new order, the new covenant in the blood of Christ. He picks up on a legend which the other Gospels 

do not seem to need; the visit of the Magi, those Gentile stargazers who come, in fulfillment of the 

prophecies of Isaiah, to adore the Infant. (Mark is not concerned with the infancy at all! Luke does 

not show any urgency about integrating Jews and Gentiles; it is already a fact for him.) 

   Magi: Learned men who studied the stars. Because three gifts are mentioned, some have 

concluded that there were three magi; the text does not say this. Christian tradition has seen them as 

kings, perhaps influenced by Psalm 72:10 and Isaiah 49:7; 60:10. In the Western Church, we 

invented names for them: Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar.  

  King of the Jews: Matthew foreshadows the trial of Jesus and the notice of the charge against 

him affixed to the cross by his executioners. A Jewish Messiah-King will be the savior of all 

humanity: Jew and Gentile alike. 

  His star: Some Jewish interpreters of Numbers 24:17 had said a star would herald the 

Messiah.  

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

  1. Make a list of all categories of persons who are excluded today from the fellowship of 

Holy Communion in the Catholic Church. What are some of the reasons for these exclusions? 

 

  2. What attitudes of heart and mind drove the Magi to seek out the Child? How could we 

imitate these values in our own lives? 

 

   3. Discuss the visit of the Magi in terms of pilgrim people today who travel far for the sake of 

religious experience. 

 

  4. Comment on the attempt by Herod to thwart the purposes of the Magi. Comment on his 

remark: “…that I too may go and do him homage.” 

 

 



PRAYER 

Let all the nations praise you, O God. Let all the nations praise you, O God.  
Let all the nations praise you, O God. Let all the nations praise you, O God.  

Let the people of my Church praise you, O God. Let the people of my Church praise you, O God.  
Let the members of my family praise you, O God. Let the members of my family praise you, O God.  

Let my heart praise you, O God.  

Let my heart praise you, O God.  

Let the work of my hands praise you, O God.  
  Let the work of my hands praise you, O God. 

CATHOLIC DOCTRINE   

  In his Great Priestly Prayer at the Last Supper, Jesus prayed for the unity of his followers: 

“That they all may be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be one in us…so 

that the world may know that you have sent me.” Despite the prayer of Jesus, the Christian 

community remains divided into different Churches, sects, and exclusive gatherings of believers. The 

will of God continues to be thwarted and resisted.  

  The Catholic Church is firmly committed to the ecumenical movement, an effort to seek the 

final unity of all the Christian Churches and Church communities. At Vatican II, the Catholic 

position was made clear. In order to seek out unity more effectively, the Church must:   

• Always renew itself in greater faithfulness to its calling 

• Seek ever deeper conversion of heart towards greater holiness  

• Pray in common with others for the divine gift of unity 

• Learn to know other Christians in respectful love 

• Form its clergy and laity in ways of ecumenical cooperation 

• Engage in studious dialogue with experts from other Churches 

• Collaborate with other churches and with persons from other churches on joint projects of 

service to humanity 

    Only God can grant the gift of unity to the followers of Jesus Christ. As Christians, we are 

all called to stand in humble obedience to the heavenly Father’s will in all things. We must surrender 

our lives into the care of God and dedicate ourselves to working for God’s purposes in all things. 

God will grant this gift when men and women from the various Churches and church communities 

thirst for it enough. God will grant this gift when we have been purified of all arrogance and pride, as 

individuals and as church communities.  
  The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (January 18 to January 25) will provide a special 

opportunity for all to join with other Christians asking God for this great blessing. As we head into 

2019, let us be prepared for new blessings from the Lord. The Lord will bless us, for sure.   

See The Catechism # 820-822   
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