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SCRIPTURES: 

 

1 Kings 19:16-21     God chooses Elisha to be Elijah’s successor. 

Galatians 5:1, 13-18     Use your freedom to live in the Spirit. 

Luke 9:51-61    Jesus teaches the cost of discipleship. 

 

 READ THE SCRIPTURES:  

 

Luke: 

 

  There can be found what has been called a sacred geography in Luke’s Gospel. Going up to 

Jerusalem is an act of total submission to the will of God. All of Jesus’ previous ministry has taken 

place in Galilee; now he sets his face toward Jerusalem. His determination is firm (Isaiah 50:7). 

Jerusalem is the geographical and theological location for the powerful saving works of God. The 

journey now turns toward the ultimate fulfillment of the Father’s will, both for Jesus and for his 

disciples.  

  Jesus does not allow anything to stand in his way, not even the hostility of the Samaritans, 

not even allowing time or energy to be spent on punishing them for their rejection of him. One thing 

and one thing only matters now: doing the will of the Father. Burying one’s father was one of the 

most sacred items of filial piety for a Jew. Jesus would have us put discipleship even ahead of our 

duties to our parents.  

  Samaritans were considered people who have been contaminated by Gentile bloodlines and 

by pagan religious practices. They and the Jews distrusted each other mutually and even despised 

each other thoroughly. To go to Jerusalem from Galilee one had to pass through Samaria. The people 

of Samaria often would not cooperate with these Jewish worshipers who were on their way to or 

from Jerusalem. Since everyone walked this journey, which took several days, assistance along the 

way was often necessary. Samaritans withheld that assistance as an act of religious protest.  

  Jesus has been rejected in his hometown. Now, he is rejected in Samaria. He will, in the end, 

be rejected also in Jerusalem.  

  Jesus does not spare the harshness in his response to those who would delay or otherwise 

condition their obedience to the call of God: “Let the dead bury the dead!” (The man’s father is not 

even dead yet; Jesus is speaking about those whose hearts are dead to the work of the kingdom.) 

Disciples have often experienced a great deal of guilt for even looking back at their former way of 

living: the priest who mourns the family he might have had if his were not a vocation to celibacy; the 

married person who remembers someone else he/she might have married, or not married at all; those 

children who wonder what their parents would have been like if they had been different, etc.! Jesus 

addresses those who go back on their commitments to God, not those who merely wonder about it. 

   Jesus teaches that to be his disciples we must be absolutely committed and thoroughly 

focused on him and on his mission.    

   



Kings: 
 

  Becoming the prophet of the Lord calls for a radical change in one’s life orientation: God and 

God’s will become the only goal. All else must be placed in proper perspective. Slaughtering the 

oxen and boiling their flesh in a fire made from their wooden yokes is a Semitic way of conveying 

how irrevocable was Elisha’s decision to accept the call. There can be no turning back to his former 

vocation. Symbolic acts often occur in the lives of the prophets. They prophesy (speak for God) also 

by their deeds, not just their words. The hairy mantle was the recognized uniform of a prophet: so 

also in the life of John the Baptist (2 Kings 1:8, Zechariah 13:4, Mark 1:6, Matthew 3:4). When 

Elijah spread his mantle over Elisha, he was doing another prophetic gesture: taking possession of 

Elisha for God (Ruth 3:9, Ezekiel 16:8). 

 

Galatians:  

 

  We need to be careful not to misread Paul when he speaks of life according to the flesh. He 

does not mean a life of sensuality or of sexual indulgence. The flesh refers to all that is opposed to 

Christ. To live in the spirit is to live according to Christ. To live according to the flesh is to depend 

on human actions, such as observances of the Law of Moses in order to achieve salvation. Again, 

Paul is proclaiming the central argument of this letter: Those Jewish Christians who require 

circumcision for salvation are dead wrong! 

 

     

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION  

 

  1. Have you ever looked back at any of your commitments? Did you ever wish you had never 

married? Never been married to that particular person? Never had children? Never had that particular 

child? (!) Have you regretted some commitments you have made? Have you ever regretted your 

commitment to Jesus Christ?  

 

  2. Is your parish still resolute in its commitment to Jesus Christ? What can you do to assure 

fidelity on the part of your parish? What can you do to deepen fidelity to your family life? 

  

  3. What “hairy mantle” has been placed upon your shoulders? (Refer to the story of Elijah 

investing Elisha with the “hairy mantle” of the prophet.) Discuss how it will always be 

uncomfortable for us to do the works of Jesus Christ. Do you feel the burden of responsibility for the 

Gospel? (If we do not feel the burden, we may never have taken up the responsibility.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER 

 

BLESSING FOR THOSE WHO EXERCISE PASTORAL SERVICE 

 

May almighty God bless you in his mercy, 

 and make you aware of his saving wisdom 

 R/. Amen. 

May he strengthen your faith with proofs of his love, 

 so that you may persevere in good works.  

R/.Amen. 

May he direct your steps to himself 

 and show you how to walk in charity and peace. 

 R/.Amen 

  

 

CATHOLIC DOCTRINE:  

 

  As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are called to proclaim the good news of salvation to everyone 

we encounter. The message of the good news is that Jesus Christ is Lord; that he is the very Son of 

God, born in time, of the Virgin Mary; that he died for us; that he rose from the dead; and is 

established in power with the heavenly Father. The message is Jesus Christ himself. To share this 

message has become the responsibility of all who believe it.  

  As disciples, we also have the responsibility to serve the needs of the poor, to feed the 

hungry, to bring healing and reconciliation to those who are sick and those who are alienated. The 

works that Jesus did during his lifetime on earth are to be continued by his disciples until the end of 

time.  

  “Service and witness of the faith are necessary for salvation.”  

  I have never heard it put that way before! What a statement that is! Growing up in the 

Catholic faith, I had never heard this as a Church teaching. Of course, the Scriptures proclaim this 

from one end to the other. But the Baltimore Catechism never said this in so many words. The 

theology I studied in seminary did not say so. Now, the Catechism of the Catholic Church says: 

“Service and witness of the faith are necessary for salvation.” 

   How are we to live up to this imperative? Not all can become professional evangelizers, of 

course. Not all can be fulltime in the ministries of service in the Church. But, all the disciples of 

Christ, laity and clergy alike, can and must do some of the works of service and of witnessing. At 

home in our family life, at work in the marketplace, during leisure and recreation, at church and in 

Church ministries, in the community through service organizations, clubs, and associations, we all 

must serve and witness to the fact that God has blessed us with the love of Christ. 

  We need to hear this said from the pulpit, in religious education classes, faith sharing in the 

family, in the lived experience of our parish communities. Parents must teach this to their children.  

  

  

(See: The Catechism: #1816)  
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