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SCRIPTURES: 

 

Genesis 18:1-10     Abraham offers hospitality to three divine messengers. 

Colossians 1:24-28   In Christ, all have access to the hidden God. 

Luke 10:38-42    Jesus receives hospitality and grants discipleship. 

 

 

READ THE SCRIPTURES:  

 

Luke:  

  
  In this short passage, Jesus opens up discipleship both to women and to men. Mary, sitting at 

the feet of Jesus, is depicted in the posture of a true disciple. Discipleship comes before everything 

else in the Christian order of things. To it is granted the very highest priority. To be a disciple is more 

important than food. Again, Luke presents his message of universalism: women, too, are called to be 

disciples.  

  Jesus once more breaks through the usual cultural rules: 1. A man, a rabbi, should not be 

alone with women who are not family members. 2. A man should not be served by a woman. 3. A 

rabbi should not be teaching a woman, and in her own house even.  

  Martha in the Aramaic language means mistress of the household. The early Christians often 

gathered in household churches. Hearing this story, those Christians would have felt validated in 

their practices. Women were often the heads of these households as we see in Paul’s letters and in the 

Acts of the Apostles. They provided the environment and shared in the leadership.  

  As in many other instances, Jesus who is the guest ends up being the host. He takes charge of 

the situation and provides the food of everlasting value, his word. That is the food which gives life 

everlasting. Only he can give that food. All other food is perishable and does not endure.  

  Serving in Luke-Acts always refers to the service which Christians owe to God and to one 

another. The word in Greek gives us our English word deacon. Every Christian is a deacon, so to 

speak. The work of the disciple is to serve the needs of all. It is nurtured at the Table of the Word 

first; then it spills out into the community.  

  What sounds to us like a rebuke of Martha from the mouth of Jesus may not have been meant 

that way originally. Luke seems to go to great lengths to make it absolutely clear that the ministry of 

the word holds priority over every other ministry, even over the ministry of serving at table, over the 

service of distributing the Eucharist to the faithful. One must first have come to faith before one can 

receive holy Communion. Those who want to become disciples of Jesus Christ must first hear his 

teaching, be converted to him and away from sin, and only then, begin to wait on tables!  

  Jesus really says to Martha: “Only one dish needs to be prepared. I am the one who will 

furnish that dish. It is the dish of my word.” 

  As disciples of Jesus, we are reminded that hearing his word is our primary duty. Nothing is 

more urgent than that. 



  One author has said that the next time Jesus came to that home, most likely Martha sat at his 

feet. Mary got the food, after Jesus had chopped the vegetables! When Jesus comes to our house, the 

best thing we can do is listen!  

 

Genesis:  

 

  Abraham receives the Lord God into the intimacy of his life as he welcomes these three 

mysterious persons to his tent. God is both near and far, awesome and tender, powerful and gentle. 

The story illustrates the relationship between Israel and their Lord. The Lord takes the initiative to 

come; nothing will stop the Lord God from entering into the very existence of those who are chosen. 

Abraham responds as would any nomad chief; hospitality, food and drink, shelter and fellowship. If 

Abraham had withheld these, it would have been equivalent to killing the visitors who surely would 

have died in the desert. Hospitality was a matter of life or death. In response to Abraham’s lifesaving 

gifts, the Lord promises new life to Sarah, a son who will continue the family line.  

 

Colossians:  

 

  The hardships of which Paul speaks are both his personally and those of the Christian 

community collectively. In the body of Christ, there is found completion (or added to) the sufferings 

which Jesus suffered in his own human body. A better translation would be: I complete what is 

needed of the Christian sufferings in my flesh for his body. Mysteries in Greek or Jewish cults were 

not open to all; they were for the privileged few. Paul teaches that now THE MYSTERY which is 

Christ Jesus is open to all.  

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION  

 

  1. It is said that the poor often can be more hospitable than the affluent. Perhaps that is 

because they have only what is best to offer; that is, themselves, their time, and their hearts. Have 

you had any personal experiences of hospitality from people who had very little worldly goods? 

Share with others why it is that those who have very little are the most willing to share what they do 

have.  

 

  2. Explain how you have been listening to the word of God in your role as a disciple of Jesus 

Christ. Have you given your very first attention to hearing the teachings of the Lord? Do you 

consider listening to the teachings of the Church to be as important as listening to Christ? Why? How 

would you explain to someone else that it is important to know what the Bible teaches and what the 

Church teaches?  

 

  3. How would you explain the relationship between the Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit? Can you state clearly what the Church believes concerning the human and the divine natures 

of Jesus Christ?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER  

 

Father, 

let the gift of your life 

continue to grow in us,  

drawing us from death to faith, hope, 

   and love. 

Keep us alive in Christ Jesus. 

Keep us watchful in prayer 

and true to his teaching 

till your glory is revealed in us.  

 

Grant this through Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 

(Sacramentary: 16th Sunday – Opening Prayer)  

 

CATHOLIC DOCTRINE:  

 

  Jesus Christ has to hold center-place in the Christian order of things. There is no other name 

under heaven by which we are to be saved. There is no other person who has access to God the 

Father except Jesus Christ who is both God and man. In him, heaven and earth are brought together 

for the eternal glory of the Father. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we have been bonded to Christ, 

the eternal Son of the Father.  

  In our human experience, we come to God through the humanity of Jesus Christ, he who has 

shared fully in our human nature. “The Word was made flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 

his glory, the glory of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).  

  In order to accommodate our capacity to understand the great mystery of God “among men,” 

the Church has had to clarify many things from the Scriptures concerning who Jesus Christ is. How 

can that be? How do we best express the reality of the Son of God who became one of us and with us 

in the human flesh? Every 100 years or so, the Church has had to rearticulate the statement of faith as 

the language shifted and as philosophical concepts emerged. 

   The verbal revelation of God’s teaching had come to us from thought forms which became 

quite unfamiliar as the centuries developed. The Hebrew Scriptures (which we call our “Old 

Testament”) were phrased in the idiom of Middle Eastern Semitic thought. There is very little 

abstract thinking in Hebrew. Complex ideas are expressed in very concrete forms, with repetitions 

and paraphrases serving to emphasize and underline. Even the Christian Scriptures (which we call the 

“New Testament”), although written in Greek, were most often written by non-native speaking 

authors whose thought forms were basically as Semitic as were the writers of the Hebrew Scriptures. 

After the first and second centuries of the Christian era, problems of interpretation began to arise 

when Christians no longer knew Hebrew or even the kind of Greek in which Testaments had been 

written. 

   The Scriptures had never addressed directly the relationship between the Father, the Son, and 

the Spirit in the Trinity. That had to be clarified. What about the “God-Man” Jesus Christ? How can 

there be both a human and a divine nature in Jesus without multiplying the number of persons? Did 

Jesus have a real human body? A real human soul? For about 300 years, beginning with the Council 

of Nicaea (325) through the Second Council of Constantinople (535) the Church struggled to express 

its faith in Jesus Christ in the idiom of the day. We are the heirs of those achievements in doctrine.  

 

(See: The Catechism: #456-483)  
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