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SCRIPTURES: 

 

Genesis 18:2-32   Abraham persists in prayer and is heard by God. 

Colossians 2:12-14   In baptism, we have died and been raised with Christ. 

Luke 11:1-13    Jesus invites us to pray persistently. 

 

READ THE SCRIPTURES:  

 

Luke:  

 

  Jesus is still on the road to Jerusalem (a theological journey), and the Church journeys with 

him for the sake of formation in discipleship. Jesus has been seeing to the spiritual formation of his 

disciples (and we, too, are among those to be formed spiritually by the Lord). First, we saw that 

disciples must love God and neighbor (Parable of the Good Samaritan). Last week, we heard that a 

disciple must listen to the word of Jesus (Martha and Mary story). The formation question today is 

about prayer: How are the disciples of Christ to pray?  

  Teach us to pray. Every community must be identified by its form of prayer. Hindus, 

Buddhists, Jews, Muslims, and Christians need to have a distinctive form of prayer based on who 

they are in relationship to God. Christians call their God their Abba, their Papa, most dear Father. 

What could be more distinctive than that?  

  The five petitions in Luke are phrased quite differently from Matthew’s version (Matthew 

6:9-13):  

 

1. May your name be sanctified: All the evil in the world and in our very hearts needs to be 

   uprooted.  

 

2. May your kingdom come: May all barriers be broken so all men and women can be united 

   in God’s love.  

 

3. Give us each day our daily bread: May the Lord provide us with just what we need today: 

  Bread for the body and bread for the soul; earthly nourishment and loving fellowship.  

 

4. Forgive us who are sinners; we too forgive others. May the Lord remove all that separates 

 us from him as we try to be united to one another. 

 

  5. Lead us not to temptation: May the Lord keep us from that kind of testing which will 

   always end in failure, the breakup of the Church in apostasy from the Christian way.  

 

  The first two petitions of Jesus’ prayer are concerned with God’s purposes in the universe. 

The last three have to do with the personal needs of the disciples. 

   Subject us not to the trial. Perhaps, a more correct and appropriate translation of the difficult 

verse could go like this: Lord, allow that we not give in to trials. In other words, we ask God to 

strengthen us so that we not falter under trial. The early Christian community for whom Luke was 



writing this Gospel surely had firsthand experience of this need to be strengthened by God, for 

persecutions were all around them, and very likely some of them were faltering. Just as many of us 

today do not have the courage or the strength to withstand the assaulting temptations coming from 

the world in which we live, Jesus’ disciples have to know how to pray. It is a matter of life or death. 

We will not survive unless we pray effectively.      

 

Genesis:  

  

  A fascinating story in which Abraham bargains with God, not for the sake of saving the 

people of Sodom but to ascertain whether this God is truly just: Will he not spare a city in order to 

spare those who have not sinned? The story assumes that we are familiar with the practice of ancient 

Near Eastern monarchs: that they admit their closest servant at least into their secret intentions. God 

invites Abraham to share in the knowledge that Sodom will be destroyed for its wickedness. Since 

Abraham’s posterity will be God’s people on earth, God decides to involve Abraham in the divine 

strategy already. The bargaining scene is thoroughly delightful in that it allows us to see, with 

Abraham, how marvelously upright the Lord is. He will not punish those who have not sinned. God 

ends up saving those individuals who are good: Lot and his family. 

 

Colossians:  

 

  This section of Paul’s Letter to the Church at Colossae is often proclaimed at funerals for 

Christians who have died. The text is more properly a teaching at baptism. We have died with Christ 

and have been raised already to divine life by the power of baptism. Only in the light of our baptism 

can we say that our earthly dying has no lasting consequences. The price has already been paid. Our 

sins, which called for death, have been nailed to the cross of Christ. That Christ lives now in the 

glory of the resurrection, and we are truly alive with him. 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION  

 

 
  1. Share with your group or family what your personal experience of prayer has been. Have 

you changed over the years in the way you pray? In the contents of your prayer? Are you still at the 

level of asking just for yourself? Do you include your community in your requests? What do you ask 

for in your prayer of intercession?  

 

  2. What influences do you bring to your public worship from your private and personal 

experience of prayer? Does the way you pray privately have any influence on the way you pray 

publicly? In what way? Do you find that the prayer of the liturgy has to be supported by personal 

prayer?  

 

  3. What influences do you bring from your public worship to your private and personal life of 

prayer? Vatican II suggested that our personal devotions should be modeled on the official liturgy of 

the Church. Do you see any influence taking place there for you? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER 

 

Father, help us 

to honor your name. 

Come and set up 

your Kingdom. 

Give us each day 

the food we need. 

Forgive our sins, 

as we forgive everyone 

who has done wrong to us, 

and keep us 

from being tempted. 

(Luke 11:2-4) 

  

 

CATHOLIC DOCTRINE:  

 

  The catechism (#2623-2649) restates the traditional teaching on the forms of prayer 

appropriate for the Christian community. There are five forms of praying in the Western tradition of 

the Church: Blessing & Adoration, Petition, Intercession, Thanksgiving, and Praise.  

  Intercession is perhaps one of the most neglected forms for the ordinary person. We most 

often pray for ourselves, not so often for others. It may be that we doubt the efficacy of our 

intercession. Christians need to pray for one another.  

  Because of our baptism, we have been joined to Christ, and our payers are uttered through 

him to the Father in heaven. When we ask God’s blessings for one another, it is the prayer spoken by 

Christ at the right hand of the Father which is heard by God.  

  “Since Abraham, intercession – asking on behalf of another – has been characteristic of a 

heart attuned to God’s mercy. In the age of the Church, Christian intercession participates in Christ’s, 

as an expression of the communion of saints. In intercession, he who prays looks ‘not only at his own 

interests but also to the interests of others, even to the point of praying for those who do him harm’” 

(#2635).  

  “The first Christian communities lived this form of fellowship intensely. Thus, the Apostle 

Paul gives them a share in his ministry of preaching the Gospel but also intercedes for them. The 

intercession of Christians recognizes no boundaries: ‘for all men, for kings and all who are in high 

positions,’ for persecutors, for the salvation of those who reject the Gospel” (#2626).  

  Since God is our Creator and Supreme Benefactor, we first utter blessing and praise of God 

in our prayers. To “bless” God means that we recognize God’s holiness. We acknowledge the 

majesty of God and sing God’s praises with our hearts and our voices.  

  Almost with the same breath, we turn to prayer of thanksgiving. Since everything we have 

comes to us from God, it is most appropriate that we express our gratitude frequently to the God who 

is the source of all good things. We thank God for the privilege of his inviting us to participate in 

producing our own blessings and the blessings we can offer others. Our God lavishes upon us the 

most wonderful gifts. God gives us eternal life. God gives us one another to love and by whom we 

are loved. It is good to say “Thank You!”  

  Since all have sinned before God in one form or another, it behooves us to ask forgiveness. 

The prayer of contrition comes from the heart and easily spills from our lips as we recognize our 

need for God’s mercy. We have much to pray for.  

 

(See: The Catechism: #2623-2649)  
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