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SCRIPTURES: 

 

Isaiah 66:10-14     Peace for God’s people; wrath for God’s enemies. 

Galatians 6:14-18     St. Paul’s final counsel on Christian behavior 

Luke 10:1-20    The Mission of 70 Disciples: Satan is defeated. 

 

 READ THE SCRIPTURES:  

 

Luke:  

 

  In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus undertakes one long journey toward Jerusalem, during which he 

teaches his disciples the Christian way, what it means to be a disciple. The geographical journey is 

really a theological or a spiritual journey: Jerusalem is the goal (the heavenly kingdom); Jesus is the 

master who both covers the territory and teaches the way; Jesus invites companions along the way, so 

that he may be companion and teacher. This progression toward Jerusalem covers Luke 9:51 to 

19:27.  

  Last Sunday, “Jesus set his face to go to Jerusalem.” He sent messengers to prepare the way, 

to announce his coming. Now, he chooses others to share the ministry with them. These are not just 

messengers; they are to do the very works of Jesus himself. Thus, the mission of the disciples 

becomes clear at last: to duplicate the mission of the Christ. Disciples will have a share in the mission 

of Christ; they will do the same works which he has been sent to do. God sent Jesus; Jesus sends his 

disciples; the work of God is now taking place among people, accomplished people. 

    Seventy or seventy-two. Ancient manuscripts do not agree. In any case, the reference is to 

those chosen by Moses to assist him in his work (Genesis 10:20-31). In the Jewish Scriptures, the 

Hebrew text has 70; the Greek text has 72! 

   Jesus is the one who chooses and sends. The disciples do not initiate this mission; it is Jesus’ 

mission; he selects and he sends. (There is an even stronger verb in the request made to the Father: 

“Pray that the Lord of the harvest will push forward, thrust forth, laborers for the harvesting.” We are 

to ask the Father that he not only furnish workers for the harvest but that he put them forward with 

energy! We beg that God will thrust them out into the fields! Luke has Jesus speak of the mission as 

being most urgent because it refers to the immanent fulfillment of the kingdom. There can be nothing 

more important than that in the lives of Jesus’ disciples.  

  Joy will mark the results of this mission. Can there ever be any stronger motive driving us to 

the work of Christ? Power must not corrupt the missionaries, though. Just to be a disciple is honor 

enough!  

  The defeat of Satan takes place in the workings of the missionary activities of the Church. It 

is not only at the end of time that Satan will be overcome. Satan is being defeated even now, through 

the works of the Church ministry. What a mighty mission the Church has! What an awesome 

ministry we have been given. Through the power of God given to us by Christ, we have been sent to 

overcome the works of the Evil One in the world. Others saw a barren landscape, with people 



awaiting political and military freedom. Jesus saw a vast collection of God’s people awaiting 

redemption and salvation. Most people today see only a wasteland of despair all around. At best, 

some see only a marketplace where more and more useless consumer goods are sold to people who 

have no real need for the merchandise. Followers of Christ see human beings to be brought to grace 

and eternal joy.  

 

Isaiah:  

 

Taken from the last chapter in the Book of Isaiah, this song proclaims the glory of Jerusalem 

as the image of the comforting and nurturing God who has welcomed the people back from Exile and 

now fills them with joy at the abundance of gifts and of love. If Jerusalem is pictured as a mother 

whose breasts provide food and love, then God will be a mother to the people of Israel. Many of us 

find peace and contentment in the love of God who is also like a mother. For other passages in Isaiah 

where the motherhood of God finds expression: Isaiah 42:14; 45-10; 49-15.  

  

Galatians:  

 

  Bringing to a close his great teaching on Christian freedom versus the Law of Moses, St. Paul 

argues one more time that circumcision in the body does not of itself give access to God. The only 

thing that counts is the cross of Jesus Christ, the marks of which Paul carries in his very body! So 

there! The Greek word stigmata, here, does not mean what the English word means today. Stigmata 

in the Greek world were the marks made by a branding iron on the body of a slave, marking 

ownership by a master. Paul claims that his sufferings for the sake of Jesus Christ have branded him 

as belonging to Christ alone  

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION  

 

  1. What gifts has the Church been given by God for ministry in the world? How is the word 

in the Holy Bible the most important gift that the Church has been given? How can the Church better 

use that gift for the salvation of humanity? How about the sacraments? Are there any other gifts 

which the Church has been given? How about secular gifts, such as the media? 

 

  2. What gifts have you been given? Your faith is your primary gift. Your baptism and 

confirmation through which you have access to the Holy Spirit. How have you been using those gifts 

for ministry in the Church? What natural gifts do you have: music, teaching ability, compassion for 

the poor, perseverance, public speaking, power of persuasion, intellectual abilities for explaining the 

faith, etc.?  

 

  3. What secular and human gifts do you have for serving God’s purposes in society, in 

marriage and family life, in business and industry, in the professions of healthcare and the law; in 

teaching, in the arts? What can you do out there in society to make the world a better place?  

 

PRAYER  

 

Tell everyone on this earth to shout praises to God! 

Sing about his glorious name.  

Honor him with praises. Say to God, “Everything you do is fearsome, 

   and your mighty power makes your enemies come crawling.  

You are worshipped by everyone! We all sing praises to you.”  



 

Come and see the fearsome things our God has done! 

When God makes the sea dry up, our people walked across, 

   and because of him, we celebrated there.  

His mighty power rules forever, and nothing the nations do  

  can be hidden from him. So don’t turn against God.  

 

CATHOLIC DOCTRINE:  

 

  Before the Second Vatican Council (1962-65), we often got the impression that there were 

professional missionaries in the Church, and then, there were those others who prayed for the 

missionaries and supported them with financial contributions. No matter how often the popes, from 

Leo XIII (1878-1903) to Pius XII (1939-1958), proclaimed that the whole Church was a missionary 

society, we did not see ourselves as sent by Christ to proclaim the Good News. Priests and nuns, 

perhaps, had a mission in the Church, but the rest were not aware of any real missionary mandate 

addressed to them by the Lord.  

  A whole new realm of awareness was opened up for all members of the Church in the 

documents of the council and in subsequent teachings. All disciples of Christ, past and present, are 

given a mission. That mission is no less than a participation in the mission of Christ himself. If Christ 

had a threefold mission (to proclaim good news, to praise God and make holy all that is, to guide and 

lead all people and all creation to the kingdom of God), the Church, which is the body of Christ, is 

given the same mission in its threefold dimensions. Moreover, the Church cannot be other than all its 

members joined together with one another and with Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. Each 

Christian, then, must have a share in the mission of the Church and of Christ.  

  It can be said with the greatest assurance that God does not call anyone into the fellowship of 

the Church unless God has also endowed that person with numerous gifts for ministry. No one 

becomes a Christian just to become a bystander, a passive recipient of the gifts of salvation. Each 

person comes to the Church with an assignment, a task to be accomplished. Everyone has a ministry 

and a mission. 

   In our parish, we tell those who come to inquire about the Catholic faith, from the very 

beginning, that God does not send anyone to the Church who has not been gifted for ministry and for 

service. We assume, we take for granted, that if someone is sent to us by God, then God has endowed 

that person with some gift to be offered among us. It remains for us to help that person discover his / 

her particular gift or gifts and to provide an environment where that gift can flourish and be offered. 

   Every Christian is responsible for the Gospel and for the upbuilding of God’s kingdom, 

somewhere, somehow. The Church is that privileged place where we can all join hands and hearts, 

minds and voices, to do the works of Christ in the world where God has placed us. There can be no 

avoiding of responsibilities in these matters. 

  

(See: The Catechism: #849-856)  
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