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SCRIPTURES: 

 

Deuteronomy 30:10-14   God’s law is readily accessible within the heart. 

Colossians 1:15-20   All things were made for Christ and redeemed by him. 

Luke 10:1-20    Love of neighbor is shown by a Samaritan outcast. 

 

 READ THE SCRIPTURES:  

 

Luke:  

 
  Continuing on the road toward Jerusalem, Jesus continues also the formation of his disciples 

(9:51-19:57). A lawyer in those days would be called a theologian today, an expert in religious 

teachings. The lawyer in this section most likely has heard Jesus’ teaching about the mission of the 

disciples which we heard proclaimed last Sunday (10:1-20). He is concerned about the observance of 

the Law of Moses. Jesus takes him into very controversial territory when he suggests that even a 

Samaritan can observe the Law and thereby comes to salvation. The lawyer quotes Deuteronomy 6:5 

and Leviticus 19:18. Jesus concedes that those who observe the Law will come to salvation -- all 

those who truly observe the Law, even Samaritans! For the early Church, this really meant even the 

Gentiles!  

  Jesus introduces the most outrageous example: a Samaritan, an outcast who, himself, had to 

be shunned for fear of ritual contamination. He is the one who stops to help. He has nothing to lose in 

touching the bleeding man. Notice that the priest and the Levite both avoided the man for very good 

religious reasons. They would have incurred ritual impurity if they stopped to help and would have 

been prevented from performing their religious duties at the Temple, having become contaminated 

themselves by touching the victim. 

   The lawyer cannot bring himself to say the word Samaritan. He describes him by his 

actions: the one who had mercy. That is precisely what Jesus wants him to say. Those who practice 

mercy are the ones who truly belong to God, not those who derive fellowship with God primarily 

through their race or their ethnic group. 

  Once more, Jesus has turned a challenge into an occasion for teaching about God’s kingdom 

and about discipleship in that kingdom. Luke selected this story from among many for the Church of 

his day and for the Church of today.  

  The lawyer wanted to speculate and to discuss. Jesus pulls him into a real life experience. A 

real human being has been seriously hurt. What are you going to do? Theoretical discussion of moral 

duty will not do here. What we need is to act and to act now when so many in our world are in pain.  

  The Law in Leviticus obliged a devout Jew to look after another Jew or a resident alien. It 

had become assumed that a Gentile was not covered. No law was broken if you ignored the needs of 

such a person. Pharisees were even more selective as to who qualified to receive help in this 

injunction. They presumed that it was not required that they help an ordinary person who did not 

practice a stricter form of Judaism such as they did. The radical recluses of the Qumran community 



would not feel obliged to help anyone they considered to be “sons of darkness,” people outside their 

own monastic enclave.  

  Jesus turned it all around by saying, “Every person qualifies for your compassion. You 

cannot be selective as to who is worthy of your help.”  

 

Deuteronomy:  

 

  The final book of Torah is literally a “Second Law,” a second giving of the Law to God’s 

people. After the Exile in Babylon, there was a need for a renewal of the law so that the people might 

be renewed in their Covenant with the Lord. This Second Law book was not originally considered as 

separate from the Book of Numbers. But it has its own distinct form: Three major addresses given by 

Moses, followed by his last will and testament, before the people entered the Promised Land. Five 

hundred years after Moses, as the people return to the Land from Exile, the Covenant must be 

renewed. The good news is that this law is not hard to find; it is in the mouths and hearts of those 

who are faithful.  

 

Colossians:  

 

  Colossae was an important town for trade in woolen goods; its name was given to a rare red 

dye used for expensive wool products. The Christians there had been brought to faith before the 

ministry of Paul. He writes to them concerning Christ, concerning their ultimate destiny, and 

concerning the workings of the Christian community. The passage we hear today is a hymn which 

proclaims who Jesus Christ really is. The rest of the letter will elaborate. Colossae was destroyed in a 

violent earthquake in 60 AD and never rebuilt.  

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION  

 

  1. Have you ever felt discriminated against because of your race or because of your ethnic 

heritage? Perhaps your ancestors spoke a language other than English. Have you ever felt devalued in 

your parish because you were not Irish, or French, or from Portland (!) or for any other stereotype? 

What judgment does Jesus speak on us today? Do persons with disabilities feel welcome in your 

assemblies? 

 

  2. Do we sometimes give religious reasons why we cannot stop to assist someone in need? 

“I’m going to be late for Mass!” “I will not be able to complete “my nine First Fridays” or  

“my 13 First Saturdays!” The British government felt that if they gave food to the starving Irish 

during the Potato Famine, they would contribute to what we call “welfare dependency.” For their 

own moral good, they let the Irish people starve to death! Discuss the ways in which we seek to 

justify our abstaining from meeting the needs of the poor.  

 

  3. Share an incident from your own experience when someone you did not expect reached out 

to you and literally “closed the gap.” (That is what the word neighbor means.) Did someone ever 

reach out to you and help you feel connected to the group? Do you have ways of practicing this 

ministry in your parish? Do you make a deliberate effort to include those who do not seem to fit in 

easily? How can you make a neighbor out of a stranger?  

 

 

 

 



PRAYER  

 

Lord, hear the prayers of your people 

and bring the hearts of believers together in your praise 

and in common sorrow for their sins. 

Heal all divisions among Christians 

that we may rejoice in the perfect unity of your Church 

and move together as one 

to external life in your kingdom.  

 

(Mass for Christian Unity)  

 

CATHOLIC DOCTRINE:  

 

  The Works of Mercy in the Catholic tradition are divided between spiritual and corporal. 

Those are “charitable actions by which we come to the aid of our neighbor in his spiritual and bodily 

necessities. Instructing, advising, consoling, comforting are spiritual works of mercy, as are forgiving 

and bearing wrongs patiently. The corporal works of mercy consist especially in feeding the hungry, 

sheltering the homeless, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and imprisoned, and burying the dead. 

Among all these, giving alms to the poor is one of the chief witnesses to fraternal charity: it is also a 

work of justice pleasing to God.”  

  Serving the needs of our fellow men and women becomes the litmus test of our fellowship 

with God. The Letter of James says it is easy to say we love God whom we do not see, but the proof 

of that love lies in loving our neighbor whom we can see.  

  Those Catholics brought up on the Baltimore Catechism used to be able to rattle off from 

memory both the spiritual and the corporal works of mercy. This does not prove that we actually 

practiced those works. But we did know what they were.  

  Today, there are numerous practical occasions when spiritually sensitive Christians find ways 

to share with others what they have learned about God, Jesus Christ, the Church, the moral ideals of 

Christianity, information on what is objectively right and wrong in human behavior. We are still 

instructing others, the very first spiritual work of mercy.  

  Even youths, at school and at work, are often sought out by other youths for advice on the 

conflicts and the troubles they are experiencing in their lives. They share from their experience, their 

strength, and their hope. They practice the spiritual work of advising.  

   In the midst of all the pain which many people experience, we have many opportunities to 

bring consolation and comfort to some persons around us, beginning in our own families, extending 

to friends and coworkers. Just to be humanly present to a person who is hurting realizes the spiritual 

works of consoling and comforting. 

   Who knows the depth of peace we bring to others when we are able to forgive persons for 

the wrongs they have done to us?! 

  We need not go on the warpath and lash out at those who do us wrong in this world. A 

certain amount of patient endurance will set the stage for a more appropriate and loving way of 

dealing with those who have been unjust toward us. The corporal works of mercy may be more 

familiar. The Final Judgment scene in Matthew 25 illustrates very well why we should practice these 

works (Matthew 25:31-46).  

 

(See: The Catechism: #2447)  
© 2017 Rev. Clement D. Thibodeau, 12 St. Anne Ave., Caribou, ME 04736. All rights reserved. 

  


