
ECHOING GOD’S WORD 

IN THE 
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

Eighteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

August 4, 2019 
 

SCRIPTURES:  

 

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 21-23    How empty human life can be!  

Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11   Focus on things that are above.  

Luke 12:13-21    Jesus tells the parable of the “rich fool.”  

 

BIBLE BACKGROUND:  

 

Luke:  

 

   In the Scriptures, a fool is a person who acts as if God does not exist. “The fool says in his 

heart: “There is no God!” (Psalm 14:1). For certain, such a person will soon have to suffer the 

consequences of his misperception. The rich fool will be called to account for his God-given life 

when he is least ready.  

   The journey to Jerusalem constitutes a theological more than a geographical journey. Luke 

arranges this material as a series of instructions from Jesus to his disciples as he leads the way to his 

(and their) ultimate encounter with God. In Jerusalem, the place where God dwells for the Jews, 

Jesus will encounter God in his death and resurrection. He will introduce his disciples to the same 

encounters. They and we will undergo the same transformation that comes from surrendering entirely 

to the will of the Father.  

   Jesus refuses the role that Moses had assumed among God’s people: arbiter of their disputes 

in the things of this world. Jesus cannot be concerned about worldly things like possessions and 

inheritances. He deals only with the things of God, his Father. Presumably, a younger man comes to 

Jesus, appealing a dispute between him and his older brother. Their father having died apparently, the 

older brother was not yet ready to allot the portion which was due to the younger one. The Father 

himself distributes all his possessions through the ministry of his Son, Jesus Christ. What need to be 

worried about what is equitable between brothers?  

   The fool in the parable lives his life only for his own interests and his own gain. God does not 

matter. The fool provides in abundance for his security in this world, with utter negligence for his 

security in the sight of God. The Greek word which we often translate as soul is the term psyche or 

self in this passage. We are not dealing here with the later philosophical dualistic expression that we 

know as body and soul. He will have to hand over his life to God to be judged before he had 

anticipated it would be necessary. 

    We do not know if Jesus had originally meant this saying to be about the end of the world, 

which would require all people to hand over their lives, or about the individual deaths where we all, 

one at a time, are required to cash in our chips. In this context, it does not matter. One way or the 

other, each of us had better be prepared to acknowledge the existence of God and to be ready to give 

an account of our stewardship over our very lives.  

   The journey toward the kingdom of God beckons each one of us. We can walk the road of 

life as if we were merely walking toward a physical goal. Or we can be in touch with the spiritual and 

be ready to hand over our lives into God’s care.  

 



Ecclesiastes:  

 

   The book is so named from the Greek word which means assembly or church. That name 

comes from the fact that the author refers to himself as The Preacher (Qoheleth in Hebrew) meaning 

one who gathers an assembly. It is a work of philosophy rather than one of religious faith. The author 

sets out to explore, through human reason, what the meaning of human existence is all about. The 

existence of God and the creation of the world are assumed, but not much else that we would call 

supernatural religion. Obviously, the lives of human beings, with all their problems and limitations, 

turn out be a collection of futilities. We are led to conclude that there is not much value in existence 

if God is not at the center of our lives.  

 

Colossians:  

 

   Once a believer has accepted faith in Jesus Christ, he or she cannot live as if it did not matter. 

For Paul, it makes a whole lot of difference to have “died with Christ and have been raised to new 

life” with him. The newly baptized has thrown off his old clothing and been robed in a new white 

garment. He/she has gone into the grave with Christ and has emerged in the power of resurrected life. 

We cannot be like the dead any more. Barriers between persons have been removed so that we can 

live in the harmony and peace of a loving community. The life of the Church is made possible by 

having had the separations broken down. Men and women cannot go back to those forms of living 

whereby one is inferior to the other. Slaves and free persons share equal dignity and equal rights. The 

Church should not reinvent the barriers that Christ himself has destroyed.  

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION  

 

   1. Have you been thoroughly formed by the principles of Jesus’ teaching concerning material 

goals versus spiritual achievements? Are we not all, at times, more worried about our security in this 

world rather than our treasures in heaven? In the light of our destiny in this world, that is, to go to 

Jerusalem to die and rise again with Christ, how important is it that we look for spiritual 

achievements?  

 

   2. What does Jesus mean when he urges us to become rich toward God? How does one do 

that? What are the standards by which we can ascertain whether we have done that with our lives? 

Can you tell whether you are rich toward God? If you are not, what can you do?  

 

   3. How would you connect this parable with the ideals of stewardship? Do you see that our 

whole lives, all that we have been given, have been given into our care so that we can build heavenly 

treasures with them? Explain how we do not despise material things, but we use them for God’s 

purposes and for the enrichment of our souls.  

 

PRAYER 

 

O God, 

 you have chosen us before we ever were, 

 so that we might belong to you entirely.  

You have wanted us to use all things for your glory  

and for the benefit of our brothers and sisters  

in this world. Our lives are yours in the first place. 

 



May we live our lives according to your plan, 

 so that on the day of accounting, 

 we may have gathered heavenly treasures. 

 

We do not want to be foolish with the gifts we have! 

 

CATHOLIC DOCTRINE:  

 

   One of the most difficult questions of controversy between Protestant and Catholic Christians 

lies in the question of justification. What really happens to the person who comes under the influence 

of grace by the merits of the dying and rising of Jesus Christ? What does it mean to pass from a state 

of sinfulness or alienation from God to a state of justice or righteousness in the eyes of God? Am I 

really changed in the roots of my being, or is it just that God chooses not to apply the just judgment 

which I still inherently deserve? Am I transformed into godliness and holiness, or do I still remain 

basically “loathsome to God?”  

   In the Catholic tradition, we hold that transformation by grace in faith and baptism truly 

affects a radical change in the believer. “Justification is not only the remission of sins but also the 

sanctification and renewal of the interior (person).” (Council of Trent quoted in The Catechism #1989)   

     The Catholic Church holds to the belief that by the grace of God, we are made holy in our inner 

being, not just “covered over” so that our sinfulness does not show before God. We are truly and 

profoundly forgiven by God through baptism so that we become holy in truth and in fact. We can rightly 

speak of sanctification when we describe the effect of God’s grace on us. 

    “Our justification comes from the grace of God. Grace is favor, the free and undeserved help that 

God gives us to respond to his call to become children of God (…) partakers of the divine nature and of 

eternal life” (The Catechism #1996).  

   “Grace is a participation in the life of God. It introduces us into the intimacy of the Trinitarian 

life: by baptism the Christian participates in the grace of Christ, the Head of his Body. As an adopted son, 

he can henceforth call God ‘Father’ in union with the only Son” (The Catechism #1997).  

   More recently (June 16, 1998), the Lutheran World Federation, meeting in Geneva, approved a 

modification of their statements of beliefs on the question of justification. After a 30-year dialogue with 

Catholic Church leaders and theologians, an agreement was reached on the issue which divided Lutherans 

(and most other Protestants) from Catholics since the Reformation. The agreed statement says, in part: 

“(We) hold the conviction that justification is the work of the triune God…Together we confess: By grace 

alone, in faith in Jesus’ saving work and not because of any merit on our part, we are accepted by God 

and receive the Holy Spirit, who renews our hearts while equipping and calling us to good works.” 

    The Holy See gave its own endorsement to this agreement in a statement issued on June 25, 

1998, by then Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger and Cardinal Edward Cassidy in Rome.  
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