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A frequent stereotype for priests is choosing the phrase, “Well, it’s a mystery” to avoid a challenging or 

complex question regarding our Catholic faith. For some reason calling something a “mystery” has the ability 

to bring a lively conversation to a sudden halt. But saying a statement of faith is a “mystery” should never end 

a conversation.  

Rather, saying a faith statement is a “mystery” should begin a conversation that can never be 

exhausted. A mystery of our faith is certainly ample substance for a lengthy and thoughtful conversation 

lasting well into the night. Such a conversation only serves to deepen one’s faith even as the mystery itself 

remains unfathomable. 

But more importantly, a mystery of faith cannot only be a topic of discussion. Rather, we are invited to 

enter into every mystery of our faith. Only entering into a mystery, letting our life encounter the Living God, 

and making our life and the Lord’s life a bond of love, only then will the truth of “a mystery of faith” be 

recognized. 

Images and symbols of these past three days and nights encompass a lifetime of conversation and 

action: “God made flesh” washes feet like a house servant. The Passover Supper commemorates yet another 

exodus, this time a final break with the slavery of sin and death. The twelve chosen by the Master, having 

witnessed his miracles and teachings, fail him at his darkest hour, becoming known for abandonment, denial 

and even betrayal.  

Enraged religious leaders overlook their own Messiah while inciting a mob to demand a murderous 

revolutionary be released. Meanwhile, Pontius Pilate both declares Jesus innocent and orders his execution. 

The innocent condemned suffers a torturous and humiliating death witnessed by his mother, and then his 

body is placed in a tomb.  

Today we encounter some more events of this mystery moving us forward. All these events and so 

many more become words and images that are unforgettable and beyond explanation.  

Each is a mystery in its own right, and worthy of timeless conversations and discovery. These mysteries 

are meant to fuel the imagination with a compelling desire to follow in the footsteps of the man from 

Nazareth and discover within the divine Son of God.  

In each and every mystery of faith, “God made flesh” is present to be encountered. In the encounter 

we come to know we are loved for who we are. In the encounter, we also discover the value of our love, and 

the gift of love God wishes to receive from us. Our greatest gift to God and to others is simply being human. 

We discover in every mystery of our faith; “the more human we become, the more divine we become”, 

because “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us”. 



Jesus took our humanity to the right hand of God, a place where humanity had never been before the 

Resurrection. The only continual experience at God’s right hand is “love” bringing joy and peace forever. 

Resurrection becomes the lens through which we view the world. This encompasses: new life from 

death, love from hatred, acceptance and hospitality from hostility and rejection, trust and fidelity from 

betrayal and denial, and forgiveness and mercy from sin and malice. 

The glorified humanity of the Risen Christ becomes “the end all and be all” of what it means to be truly 

human. Through that lens we interpret our own life and the life of the world around us. We discern, through 

Resurrection, if our society and culture serve to build up or tear down a truly human community.  

Through that lens of Resurrection, we understand our foundational goodness and shared human 

dignity. Through the lens of Resurrection, we also acknowledge the corruption of sin’s influence in our hearts; 

but also the greater power of God’s mercy flowing through the cross and Resurrection of our Savior. 

Through the lens of Resurrection, we realize in faith the continual presence of divine glory and love 

throughout the world bringing all creation to redemption and salvation. 

Through the mysteries of Our Lord’s life, death and Resurrection, we find meaning for our own life, 

infinite hope, inexhaustible mercy, and the divine promise for redemption and eternal life. Eventually, 

conversations bring us to action and choices embracing the gospel for every aspect of our life. 

We can begin unlocking and entering these mysteries pondering the same words spoken by divine 

witnesses to the women who came to the tomb, “Remember what he said to you when he was still in 

Galilee?” His words spoken in Galilee welcomed those who were cast aside, healed those who are wounded, 

and convicted those hearts too cold to care. His words in Galilee cast out the demons raging with hostility. 

Those words in Galilee describe a Kingdom of God where everyone is cared for and cared about. 

The Church teaches with certainty that all of Christ’s saving mysteries have passed into the life of the 

Church, particularly the Sacraments, and most particularly baptism and Eucharist. Here we encounter the 

crucified and Risen Christ. Here we truly come to know the passionate and intimate love Christ has for each 

and every one of us. Here we are continually transformed into the new creation of risen humanity bathed in 

divine glory. Here we respond with worship and praise. Here we recognize all worship and praise lead to 

advocacy and service in the footsteps of the Risen Christ. 

We advocate and serve the vulnerable ones from the infant in the womb to the children in the sweat 

shop; from the disabled neighbor hoping for adequate assistance to remain at home; to the refugees escaping 

war or tyranny. We promote the dignity of all people from the hungry child in a barren apartment, to the 

addict in the alley way. We advocate on behalf of fragile ecological systems meant to sustain all people today 

and for generations to come. 



Humble and generous service may not be the complete answer or full response to the many crises of 

our time. But such genuine and humble efforts can bring the healing presence of God, thus replacing isolation 

and despair with consolation and hope. They also reveal the next steps to communities that are truly human, 

bathing in divine glory, and celebrating the common human dignity of all people. When all are cared for and all 

are caring, the Kingdom of God is manifested in truly human communities. 

Discovering the Risen One here will empower us to build truly human communities through divine 

grace and love. “But”, you may ask, “how is this possible for truly human communities to come from a world 

with far too much corruption, decadence, indifference and malice? How can the death and resurrection of 

someone over two millennia ago continue to have such an impact today?” Well, it’s a mystery. 

  


