
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Gospel of St Mark 10:2-16 

           Of the seven sacraments in the Catholic Church’s treasury, an ordained person is the minister for all but 

one sacrament: the sacrament of marriage. Marriage is the only sacrament not ministered by an ordained 

deacon, priest, or bishop. Rather, the husband and wife themselves through their baptismal identity minister 

the sacrament to each other with their public exchange of vows and their intimate and total sharing of all 

aspects of life (body and soul). 

           When both bride and groom are baptized, the Church’s faith proclaims their marriage as a sacrament. A 

sacrament reveals the presence of the Risen Christ in the Church’s life and worship. A baptized couple is called 

to reveal the Risen Christ in their commitment, their fidelity, and their mutual respect and sacrificial love. It is 

a permanent vocation ending with the death of a spouse. 

Pope Benedict XVI reiterated this, by connecting the sacraments of marriage and the Eucharist. “The 

Eucharist, as the sacrament of charity, has a particular relationship with the love of man and woman united in 

marriage.  

“The mutual consent that husband and wife exchange in Christ, which establishes them as a 

community of life and love, also has a eucharistic dimension… Conjugal love is a sacramental sign of Christ's 

love for his Church, a love culminating in the Cross, the expression of his ‘marriage’ with humanity and at the 

same time the origin and heart of the Eucharist.” (Sacrament of Charity) 

In Judeo-Christian belief, marriage has always had a dimension of revealing the presence and love of 

God. This reality assures us that God’s presence and love are symbolized, not only for the married couple, but 

for everyone coming into their circle of life.  

The last line from the passage from Genesis reminds us that every marriage results in something more 

than a relationship and even more than just a couple. “That is why a man leaves his father and mother and 

clings to his wife, and the two of them become one flesh.” This “one flesh” helps us to understand how God 

relates to all people. God’s relationship is symbolized by marriage and is a union of hearts, a communion of 

life, with all people. This is true even if the marriage does not rise to the level of being a sacrament (both 

spouses being baptized). 

Pope Francis assures us of this in his Apostolic Exhortation, Amoris Laetitia, “The very word ‘to be 

joined’ or ‘to cleave’, in the original Hebrew, bespeaks a profound harmony, a closeness both physical and 

interior, to such an extent that the word is used to describe our union with God. The marital union is thus 

evoked not only in its sexual and corporal dimension, but also in its voluntary self-giving in love. The result of 

this union is that the two ‘become one flesh’, both physically and in the union of their hearts and lives… (#13)” 

In the Gospel, Jesus condemns the ease of divorce in his times that left women defenseless and 

vulnerable. Women had few if any rights apart from a husband or father in ancient patriarchal society. 

Divorced women, if not welcomed back into their father’s home, suffered terrible abandonment and 

deprivation.  

         In our own time, divorce continues to be a painful and sad experience in families, leaving marks of pain, 

souls of suffering, and broken hearts.  Divorce has loomed large over the last several decades as legislation 

made divorce more permissible.  

Many in my generation and older remember few if any relatives or friends divorcing. It was simply 

unheard of. But that does not mean that all marriages were necessarily happy or healthy.  For certain, 



countless couples lived long married lives often through major challenges, stresses, and even sinful wounds. 

They were able to work through these together and with God’s grace heal and forgive. These couples 

manifested God’s grace faithfully lived in their married lives.  

Again, Pope Francis from his Amoris Laetitia, issued following the Synod on Family Life, “I thank God 

that many families, which are far from considering themselves perfect, live in love, fulfil their calling and keep 

moving forward, even if they fall many times along the way. The Synod’s reflections show us that there is no 

stereotype of the ideal family, but rather a challenging mosaic made up of many different realities, with all 

their joys, hopes and problems. (# 57)” 

          But many other couples remained together although suffering repeated cycles of abusive violence, 

addictions, and infidelity. These stories simply were often buried and never discussed. And if they ever did 

come to light, opportunities for healing and reconciliation were limited and sparse. Such patterns of 

destructive behavior sometimes continued into future generations. Divorce was simply unthinkable. The social 

stigma of divorce was isolating and the church’s treatment of divorced people back then often was crushing to 

the soul. This shaming and isolating has all been abandoned by both society and church for many good 

reasons.  

       There are certain realities of divorce. Scripture is clear that God hates divorce, but never is it written that 

God hates divorced people. Some of the most anti-divorce people I have ever met are divorced people. They 

did not expect to be divorced, had not prepared for it, did not plan for it, and suffer great embarrassment and 

shame for what is perceived as a personal failure. Wounds of divorce take a long time to heal especially when 

children are involved.  

          Divorced parents often feel terrible guilt and anguish concerning divorce’s effects on their children. Even 

when it was obvious the marriage was empty and over, they still suffer for their children. Divorce affects 

entire generations of families, not just the couple experiencing divorce. If God hates divorce, many divorced 

people hate divorce as well. 

          But, when divorced people are able to move forward in their life, they manifest the healing power of the 

cross and the mercy of God. In an ironic sense, many divorced people testify to marriage’s great sacramental 

beauty as they grieve its loss much like widowed people grieve.  

  Those with marriages that failed must look to the cross of Jesus as the source of healing and mercy. 

This is where all of us must look for the failures in our own lives. The Lord says in the Gospels “No one who 

comes to me will I ever reject.” We must take Jesus at his word. 

The rest of the homily is devoted to bringing several falsehoods and myths regarding the Catholic 

Church’s teaching on divorce and the process of securing a church annulment. 

     There is a long-lasting myth that divorced people are excommunicated from the Catholic Church and 

cannot receive the sacraments. Perhaps that was true at one time, but certainly is not true now and has not 

been true for the almost forty years since I was in the seminary. Yet, it is a myth that refuses to die and keeps 

many from the sacraments. Remarriage without the necessary annulment process does affect the person’s 

relationship to the Church’s sacraments, but divorce in and of itself denies the sacraments to no one.  

        There are also so many myths regarding church annulments. Here are just a few of those myths: 

“Annulments are expensive and only rich people can afford them.” “Annulments are an opportunity for the 

church to make money.” “Annulments are difficult to obtain.” “An annulment makes any children of that 

marriage illegitimate.” None of these statements above are true.  



Regarding cost and fees of annulments, I can only speak for our diocese as each diocese sets their own 

fee structure. I can clearly state that after 32 years of ordained priesthood, no one has ever been denied the 

opportunity for having their case heard and decided for lack of payment of the fees. When I was pastor in 

Aroostook County, the poorest farmer in that parish was treated with the same dignity and care as the most 

affluent person in Cape Elizabeth of Falmouth Foreside. 

          If you are in need of a church annulment, please do not ask “someone who talked to their cousin’s 

former brother-in-law who talked to a neighbor who talked to a priest many years ago” and thought that must 

be what the Catholic Church teaches!!” Instead call me or one of the priests on staff and get the real truth. 

 

 


