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The Pennsylvania Grand Jury  

The release of the Grand Jury Report in Pennsylvania has re-opened the sex abuse crisis in new and 

horrifying ways. There, the Pennsylvania Attorney General subpoenaed the priest personnel records for six 

Roman Catholic dioceses (Erie, Scranton, Harrisburg, Pittsburgh, Greenburg and Allentown), and then a Grand 

Jury was impaneled to review the files.  

They opened all files of priests alive or deceased. Their disturbing discoveries uncovered thousands of 

abuse cases involving minors over a seventy-year period. Many perpetrators and victims are now deceased. 

Bishops serving those dioceses over that time period almost always neglected victims and covered up abuses. 

With severe and condemnatory language, the Grand Jury harshly criticized the continual patterns of sexual 

abuse of minors that went unabated for decades. 

However, the Grand Jury also concluded that since the sex abuse crisis involving the Boston 

Archdiocese in 2002, significant changes occurred in these dioceses. In their report, Jurors wrote, “At the same 

time, we recognize that much has changed over the last fifteen years. We agreed to hear from each of the six 

dioceses we investigated, so that they could inform us about recent developments in their jurisdictions. In 

response, five of the bishops submitted statements to us, and the sixth, the bishop of Erie, appeared before us 

in person. His testimony impressed us as forthright and heartfelt.  

“It appears that the church is now advising law enforcement of abuse reports more promptly. Internal 

review processes have been established. Victims are no longer quite so invisible. But the full picture is not yet 

clear. We know that child abuse in the church has not yet disappeared, because we are charging two priests, 

in two different dioceses, with crimes that fall within the statute of limitations.”  

Now Attorney Generals in at least thirteen other states have expressed a willingness to follow suit. The 

Archbishop of St. Louis has offered their personnel files to the Missouri Attorney General. Many of these 

abuse cases will be decades old with perpetrators and victims both deceased. But these cases will finally see 

the light of day, and we will learn more and more of the extent of this appalling activity.  

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Portland 

 Where is the Diocese of Portland in all this? What about our personnel files? Our entire personnel files 

were already reviewed by Maine’s Attorney General Office in 2002. At that time, the sex abuse crisis exploded 

in the Archdiocese of Boston, and priests in Maine were also exposed as having abused minors. The then 

Bishop of Portland, Most Rev. J Joseph Gerry OSB voluntarily released all diocesan personnel files of every 

priest (then currently active, retired, suspended, or deceased) over to the Maine Attorney General.  

In 2004, the AG issued a report exposing the patterns of dismissing victims and covering up 

perpetrators similar to those of the Pennsylvania dioceses. This report had been on the Attorney General’s 

website for many years and was available to anyone wishing to read it. Although it has recently been removed, 

there are efforts by the diocese requesting the Attorney General return the report to the website.  

In 2014, Bishop Robert Deeley was appointed as Bishop of Portland. Before taking charge of the 

diocese, he had independent investigators review the personnel files of every living priest (active, retired, or 



suspended). These investigators assured him the files were in order and no disciplinary action was needed 

regarding any living priest. 

 So our diocesan personnel files have been reviewed twice since 2002: once by the Maine State 

Attorney General’s Office involving all personnel files (priests living and deceased); and once by independent 

investigators, at the request of Bishop Robert Deeley, of personnel files of all living priests.  

 Sources working in Chancery with Bishop Joseph Gerry have said he was criticized by other bishops at 

the time for voluntarily opening the personnel files to the Attorney General. Now, we see the foresight, 

wisdom and integrity of his decision. If all bishops had followed his lead, we would already know the full 

extent of all these patterns of sexual abuse of minors and the cover-ups. We would need no further grand jury 

investigations or other personnel file reviews. That would all be behind us and we could work together under 

The Dallas Charter to see that this chapter never repeats itself again in our history.  

 However, now that many priest personnel files of other dioceses will now be subpoenaed or 

voluntarily released by their bishops, we will be experiencing the headlines of those investigations for many 

years to come. Since 2002, significant and major changes have been implemented by our bishops to comply 

with the Dallas Charter. Our diocese is continually audited by outside agencies and has been continually found 

to be in compliance with the Dallas Charter. As a diocese, we have been blest to have bishops pro-active 

regarding these personnel files and determined to have our diocese comply fully with The Dallas Charter.  

 

For more information, please go to: 

https://portlanddiocese.org and click on to Protecting God’s Children at the top panel of selections. There you 

will find many choices such as The Code of Ethics, and filing a report of sexual abuse, as well as departments in 

the Chancery responsible for carrying out the mandates of The Dallas Charter.  

The Pennsylvania Grand Jury Report is also online. I Googled those words and was directed to the website: 

https://www.courthousenews.com 

 

What is The Dallas Charter? Several weeks ago, I addressed the sex abuse crisis again with a homily. This is a 

paragraph from the homily: “From 2002 to now, the changes have been revolutionary and extensive. This is 

the result of The Dallas Charter, named for an emergency meeting of all the Catholic bishops of our nation 

held in Dallas, Texas in 2002. There they agreed on a far-reaching plan to address the abuse crisis. For an 

institution considered a slow moving boat that thinks in centuries, the Roman Catholic Church at least in this 

country experienced rapid, far-reaching and all-encompassing changes. The slow moving boat did a complete 

about face in a short period of time.” (copies of that homily are available by either emailing me or contacting 

the parish office.)  
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