
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Cycle C 

Gospel of St. Luke 12:49-53 

In the Gospel, Jesus dismisses any expectation that he has come to bring “peace.” In fact, he declares 

the opposite is true and he has really come “for division.” Jesus’ words are jarring and strike us like a sour note 

during a beautiful symphony. After all, is he not referred to as “Prince of Peace” in the Scriptures for Midnight 

Mass at Christmas? And “peace” is the first word offered to his disciples when he appears to them at Easter.  

Perhaps there are different kinds of peace. The Lord is about “peace” but a true peace. “True peace” or 

the “peace of Christ” encompasses all people and all people are safe within its coverage. But in a “false 

peace,” not all are safe. Many may be welcomed to safe inner spaces, but others are left on the outside. The 

“peace of Christ” confronts the “false peace” alive and well in the world today. Too many prefer “false peace” 

to the “peace of Christ.” This leaves many excluded threatened and fearful. 

What might be some examples of “false peace”? The Catholic Church came to see the difference when 

the sex abuse crisis shattered the church. For decades, church officials coerced victims to remain silent, so not 

to disturb the peace and bring scandal. A few in the pews still say victims should have remained silent so as 

not to disrupt the church.  

But the church’s peace was not disrupted when victims came forward. The church’s peace was violated 

when they were abused. Victims are part of the church and as much of the communion of faith as anyone else. 

Maintaining their silence promoted a “false peace” leaving them on the outside of healing and justice. Only 

when victims finally spoke out, only then could their healing finally begin restoring peace in their lives. Only 

then, could the Church’s peace finally begin to heal. This healing continues to be a long and difficult process. 

Families often broken by domestic violence “keep the peace” to not bring shame upon the family. But 

only when law enforcement and professional therapists are involved, then the violence ceases and justice can 

take place. Again, a “false peace” leaves those victimized on the outside wanting freedom from violence and 

fear. 

Our nation began to understand the difference during the Civil Rights movements of the 1950’s and 

1960’s. Rising against institutional, cultural, religious, and legal racism; civil rights marchers took to the streets 

of the deep south demanding their human rights be recognized and honored. 

These marchers and other advocates were motivated and energized by their Christian faith. Their 

spiritual nourishment came from Scriptures, especially the New Testament and the prophets of the Old 

Testament. One of their spiritual songs sung during the marches contained the words, “Keep your eyes on the 

prize and hold on.” These words are reminiscent of the words from The Letter to the Hebrews advising us to 

“keep our eyes fixed on Jesus…for the sake of the joy that lay before him, he endured the cross....” 

We are to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus and follow him. Jesus had his eyes fixed on the Kingdom of God 

(“the joy that lay before him”). Jesus’ desire to bring the Kingdom of God to us motivated and sustained him to 

endure whatever was necessary.  

Southern black religious leaders warned marchers against acting from any position of moral 

superiority. Rather, they gathered in churches before marching to be cleansed of fear and pride. Those 

marchers not hospitalized or arrested gathered in churches to be cleansed again from any hatred, vengeance, 

or despair. 



Often the criminal charge against them was “disturbing the peace.” But they didn’t disturb the peace. 

The peace was already disturbed. The peace was disturbed when their ancestors were kidnapped in Africa and 

brought here to be sold as slaves. The peace was disturbed when promises of freedom following the Civil War 

never materialized. The peace was disturbed when the Ku Klux Klan burned their schools and churches and 

killed anyone daring to promote equality under law.  

The peace was disturbed when states passed so-called “Jim Crow Laws” that segregated schools, lunch 

counters, drinking fountains, churches, workplaces and denied voting rights. They didn’t disturb the peace. 

The peace was already disturbed, and they marched peacefully and non-violently to restore the peace. 

The Letter to the Hebrews images a “cloud of witnesses surrounding us with prayers and 

encouragement. As a young boy growing up in the 1960’s, these marchers were one of the “cloud of 

witnesses” shaping my life. Placing their lives in mortal danger for the sake of justice, they witnessed the 

power of the cross to our entire nation. Many at that time, and some still today, see no moral problem with 

racism and the subjugation of entire peoples in law.  

All of you here at this Mass are another “cloud of witnesses.” That is also true for parishioners at all the 

six churches of St. Michael Parish. Why are we still Catholic? Almost every day I meet a family member, friend 

or former parishioner no longer worshiping in the Roman Catholic Church. They have given up on all organized 

religions, or are now in Episcopalian, or other Christian denominations.  

Like all those who left, you have lived through decades of sexual abuse discoveries and the 

accompanying cover-ups. You have lived through financial scandals, decline in numbers of ordained priests, 

parish realignment, changing Mass schedules, and other significant struggles and lesser irritations. Yet, you are 

here, and continue to be here. We are all just as affected by the scandals. But something or rather “Someone” 

is greater than all that combined. 

One of the greatest miracles of all is, every time we open the doors to church for Mass, in you come. 

You come without coercion or manipulation. Why are we still here? Jesus speaks of a fire in the gospel 

passage; a fire meant to set the whole world ablaze! 

The Church carries the memory of the paschal mystery like a blazing fire in her heart. The fire of this 

memory was placed there by God. That is what Pentecost is all about. The memory is sustained there by God 

and it will remain there by divine power until the Kingdom of God is revealed fully in our midst. This memory 

of the paschal mystery can set the whole world on fire! Hopefully that is one of the reasons that motivates us 

to be here. 

Here is a homework assignment. I have shared two “clouds of witnesses” that have encouraged me, 

inspired me, and motivate me to continue as your parish priest. Go home and reflect on who your “cloud of 

witnesses” are. Think about this, and every time you can name such a source of inspiration and 

encouragement, give thanks to God! 


