
CHRIST IS RISEN AND ALIVE! 

Many will remember this event from recent sports history. Several years ago, in the 
very first quarter of the very first game of the National Football League Season, New 
England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady suffered a serious injury that sidelined him 
for the rest of the season. He was considered one of the best quarterbacks in the 
league and perhaps one of the best of all time. The Patriots depended on him as the 
focal point of their winning strategy. 

But the game was halted only long enough to carry him from the field and provide an 
ambulance to take him to the hospital. In spite of his deserved reputation, the game 
did not end. The Patriots did not cancel the rest of the season, nor did they stop long 
enough to discuss how the game might continue. A backup quarterback entered the 
game immediately after Brady was removed from the field, and the game went on. 

This story can help us to open both Scripture readings for us today. There are at least 
two haunting questions we hold deep in our souls. The first regards people very 
important in our lives and we ask, “How am I going to get along without (fill in name of 
person)?”  This person might be dying, or moving, or retiring or transferring. Whatever 
the situation, this person is no longer to be a part of our life in the same way or with 
the same impact as in the past. 

Some in this congregation have lost a spouse and that hole in your heart may never be 
filled. Yet, somewhere in your grieving, there was a realization that “life moves on” and 
you had to make a decision to move on in your life now without your beloved spouse. I 
don’t want to be coldhearted about this or dismiss anyone’s pain and grief. Pain and 
grief continue in those now widowed even when they find the strength and ability to 
move on in their life. 

The second haunting question in our life may come with two different fears. One fear 
involves our own self and what would happen if we were suddenly to be gone or if the 
Lord called us home today. This version of the question asks, “How are people going to 
get along without me.” One fear might conclude, “They can’t get along without me”. 
But the second and perhaps more frightening fear concludes, “They can get along fine 
without me. After a period of grief and sadness, and after a brief time to stop life for a 
funeral and burial, their lives will move on.” 

These fears focus on verses from each of the readings today. St. John tells us in the 
first reading that the liar tries to convince us that Jesus is not the Christ of God. St. 
John the Baptist offers witness in the gospel with solid assurance that “I am not the 
Christ of God.” That is true for each and every one of us. The reality is “I am not the 
Christ and you are not the Christ”. The greater truth is that Jesus is the Christ and 
He is Risen and He is with us in every moment of our lives. That is the only stability 
we can rely on but it is the only stability we need. 

Christ is Risen and alive! He is with us in every joyful moment and sad moment; in 
every ordinary moment and extraordinary moment; in every triumphant moment and 
every tragic moment; and in every moment of virtue and every moment of great sin. We 
have a right and need to grieve the loss of important people in our lives. They were all 
gifts from God to help guide us and accompany us on the journey of life. But not one 
of them is the Christ. That belongs to Jesus alone, and he is committed to being with 
us always no matter what. That is all we have. That is all we need. 

 


