
 

From: Lori Dahlhoff  
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2020 12:40 PM 
To: OLFF mailings 
Subject: Celebrating the Easter Sacraments with Adults OUTSIDE of the Easter Season  
 
Forwarded to parish sacrament coordinators on behalf of Msgr. Andrew Dubois. Note: These 
celebrations are only for those in RCIA or adults/teens who were planning to be confirmed in May or June 
this year.  Please let me know if you have any questions. 
-Lori Dahlhoff 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Dear Brother Priests, 
 
Attached are the “final” documents for use in celebrating the Easter Sacraments for those adults who 
were supposed to be initiated/complete their initiation at the Easter Vigil.  Priests are also delegated to 
celebrate confirmation with those teens and (young) adults who would have been confirmed at the 
regional Masses usually celebrated by Bishop Deeley (one in Aroostook County, one in the greater 
Bangor area, and one in the greater Portland area). 
 
As a reminder, for those who celebrated the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday Masses, your celebration of 
the initiation sacraments for adults would not include (1) the blessing of the Easter fire or (1) a renewal 
of baptismal promises by the general assembly (only by the candidates receiving the sacraments), which 
was done at the at one or both of the above Masses. 
 
To assist you in celebrating these special liturgies, I have prepared and attached a document entitled, 
Order of Celebration of Initiation Sacraments Outside Easter Season – With Baptism and Without 
Baptism.  This document recognizes that adult candidates vary in their sacramental needs (some are 
being fully initiated; some receive Confirmation and First Eucharist; some only Confirmation; and some of 
the confirmation candidates also need to be received into the church if they were validly baptized in 
another ecclesial community). 

• If you have at least one catechumen/elect for the Sacrament of Baptism, you would use a simple 
Penitential Rite at the beginning of Mass (click to see attached sample). 

• If you have candidates for the Sacrament Confirmation (but no baptisms), you may use a 
Blessing-Sprinkling Holy Water at the beginning of Mass (click to see attached sample). 

 
If you have catechumen/elect for Baptism, the blessing of the water/font as found in the Roman Missal 
may be used.  This same blessing of water is now found in the Order of Baptism for Children.  The 
catechumens/elect for baptism are to make their baptismal promises in the usual question-and-answer 
format (“Do you …?  I do.”).  Then they are baptized using the prescribed Trinitarian formula and three 
pouring of water over the head.  After the baptism, they may be presented with a white garment and 
baptismal candle.  However, there is no post-baptismal anointing with Chrism as adults are to be 
confirmed at this same liturgy. 
 
Attached are two Confirmation Rituals, depending upon whether some of your candidates for 
Confirmation were not baptized in the Catholic Church: 

• Attachment A – Confirmation Ritual for Priests during Covid-19 (see attached) 

• Attachment B – Confirmation Ritual with Rite of Reception for Priests during Covid-19 (see 
attached) 
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Finally, I attached once again the diocesan protocols and guidelines for celebrating safely the sacrament 
of Confirmation during Covid-19. 
 
Lori Dahlhoff, Director of the Office of Lifelong Faith Formation, will be distributing these documents to 
those in your parishes who have been working with those in RCIA and the teens/young adults requesting 
confirmation. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any question. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Msgr. Andrew Dubois 
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