
29th Ordinary Time 

The Gospel of Mark 10: 35-45 

The Letter to the Hebrews 4: 14-16 

In the corporate, world there is a strategy called a “hostile takeover.” According to a definition found 

on the internet, “A hostile takeover is the acquisition of one company (called the target company) by another 

(called the acquirer) that is accomplished by going directly to the company's shareholders or fighting to 

replace management to get the acquisition approved.”  

A hostile takeover most often generates bitter feelings of betrayal, deceit, and accusations of unethical 

behavior. A hostile takeover, when successful, is often merciless to those executives of the acquired company. 

More often than not, they are simply fired and given a short period of time to clean out their offices and not 

return.  

Sometimes, this happens in marriage, or business partnerships, or in the political world. One person, 

unilaterally, makes a life-changing decision affecting everyone else in the family, business, government office, 

or other such entity. No one is consulted or even aware the decision is under consideration. The move 

surprises, and most often angers everyone else.  

Sometimes, it is merely an impulsive decision, but more often than not, the message is loud and clear, 

“I am in charge. Everyone else just get in line.” The result is the same: people feel deceived or marginalized in 

the decision making process. Trust is broken, relationships are shattered, bitterness and cynicism keep people 

apart.  

The move made by disciples James and John in the gospel have real similarities to a “hostile takeover.” 

They step apart from the other ten disciples and make their move to become the figures of power in this 

Kingdom of God that Jesus preaches of. Having broken trust with the other ten disciples, they have violated 

the common bond holding the twelve together in Jesus’ care.  

They not only directly approach Jesus, but approach him with arrogance and hostility. They demand he 

do their bidding and their demand is a shared power structure with Jesus and the two of them. James and 

John have just witnessed the revealed glory of Jesus during the Transfiguration (along with Peter) and 

witnessed Moses and Elijah with Jesus. Now, they want the places occupied by Moses and Elijah. Their 

demands are stunning in their cold and calculating self-promotion and power grabbing. 

James and John witnessed the divine glory of Transfiguration, but they also completely dismissed Jesus 

predicting his suffering and death for the third time proclaimed just prior to this event. They are totally deaf to 

any reference of suffering, mocking, spitting, scourging, and death. They hunger for glory, but have no taste 

for the cross. 

 Jesus understands his death as a “humiliating service” with the purpose of ransoming humanity from 

the power of sin. This, and not the bathing of glory in Resurrection, is his mission in life.  

All twelve disciples, and the Church down through the centuries are to see our lives as participating in 

this call to continue the work for humanity’s redemption. This continual work of redemption calls for our full 

participation in this death of The Lord’s. We are to imitate his “humiliating service” with humble service of our 

own. The ultimate reward is knowing our works contribute to the salvation of the world. God promises the 

glory of Resurrection for faithfully following this mission. 



Divine authority is a continual theme of Sacred Scripture. But The New Testament, while presenting 

Jesus as the true source of divine authority, presents a model of authority considered absurd to many, and 

scandalous to most. Jesus was born in obscurity, lived in simplicity and poverty, and died in disgraceful 

humiliation. This was not the description for the one expected to set Israel free. But Jesus was not about 

freedom from a political perspective. Rather, Jesus’ liberation was a spiritual one, but a liberation that was 

meant to impact every aspect of human life, including the political and economic. 

 Among the pagan gentiles, “glory” was to serve the greatest, the strongest, and those who had 

economic and political power. Among the disciples of Jesus, “glory” was to serve the poorest, weakest, and 

those defenseless before the political and economic powers of their time. All twelve disciples would have 

witnessed first-hand how the pagan Romans exercised authority over the Jewish people as they occupied their 

country. Their brutality, oppression, and merciless treatment of law breakers were completely known and 

understood.  

 Authority within the Church was also to be different from authority exercised in other institutions of 

society. Jesus manifests his authoritative power in the manner he deals with James and John. Their 

presumptive move has left the other 10 disciples indignant. They have caused a breakdown in the community 

of the 12.  

It would have been expected for Jesus to evict James and John from the community to save the other 

10 from any further corruption. But instead, he calls all of the twelve to himself. In this manner, drawing the 

12 closer to himself means they must also draw closer to each other, something that must have been quite 

uncomfortable for all of them, especially for James and John. Jesus then “talks the talk” regarding humble 

service, but will “walk the walk” with his death on the cross. Jesus continuing to embrace all twelve disciples 

manifests the reality and power of mercy. 

 The “throne of grace” (from Hebrews) is the cross, where mercy is poured out as divine love. Jesus’ 

authority comes not only from his divine identity, but equally from his humanity. Having lived a fully human 

life and experienced the pitfalls and betrayals of human sinfulness without sinning himself, he could relate to 

what we experience in life. Therefore, we can approach the throne of mercy with confidence.  James and 

John, drawn closer to Jesus and to the other ten, are called to recognize this mercy that heals the wounds they 

created by their arrogance and hostility.  

 Authority is an important foundation for stable and vibrant community. Authority that is weak, 

vacillates, or unable to provide stability leads to chaos, confusion, and ultimately anarchy. At the same time, 

authority that lacks creativity, flexibility, the ability to change, and the ability to be transformed leads to 

stagnation and death. 

 Jesus’ model of authority as “humble service” can impact lives in many dimensions. Parents, business 

owners, governmental leaders, teachers, law enforcement and other workers can embrace this model of 

authority that is founded on humble service. We all want to make our own mark on the world. But Jesus tells 

us the only marks worth making are the marks of the cross. These are the marks of humble service resulting in 

the redemption of the multitudes. 

St. Ignatius of Antioch, “No earthly pleasures, no kingdoms of this world can benefit me in any way. I 

prefer death in Christ Jesus to power over the farthest limits of the earth. He who died in place of us is the one 

object of my quest. He who rose for our sakes is my one desire.” (Liturgy of the Hours, October 17th, Office of 

Readings)  


