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“The essence of  wisdom, from a 
practical  standpoint is pausing long 
enough to look at our lives—
invitations, opportunities,                
relationships-from God’s                 
perspective.”               

(Charles Stanley)  

The pandemic has forced us to think 
outside of the walls of our buildings 
and as a result we have become a 
Church of urgent-doers.  We are con-
stantly doing. We are trying to contin-
ue programs in place before re-
strictions, even those that were not 
working in regular circumstances.   
Many of us are serving like Martha 
who worried so much about the prac-
tical tasks of ministry that we may 

forget to sit at Jesus’ feet like Mary did.  Pope Francis wrote that 
mercy, creativity and hope make new life grow.  Mercy, crea-
tivity, and hope can only take root if we take time in 
prayer to surrender to God our own thoughts, plans, 
and goals for ministry and let Him flood us with His 
peace, and His thoughts, dreams, goals and plans for 
ministry.  Here is a prayer to help you  enter into this time of 
pause: 

Jesus, we come to you  
wanting to be renewed 
and refreshed. Make us 
like Mary who sat at 
your feet.  Help us to 
find rest for our bodies  
as we come to know you 
more and more each 
day. Touch our souls 
Lord in the way that on-
ly You can.  Let us rest 
in the fact that you take 
us as we are. And let us 
rest in your love forever 
and ever.  Amen.   
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

• Young Adult Virtual   
Retreat : September 11-13  

• Catechetical Sunday: 
September 20  

• Virtual New England 
Faith Forum: October 
20  

The Power of Pause 

Challenge:  Pause is so countercul-

tural.  We are taught to hurry, produce, 

and not slow down.  The Office of Life-

long Faith Formation challenges you to 

take the   opportunity to pause and not 

simply to triage what was.  We invite 

you to bring to prayer your hopes and 

dreams for the adults of the communi-

ty.  Ask the Holy Spirit to inspire you 

and teach you to have a maturing and 

deepening relationship with Christ and 

others.  During that time allow  your-

self the time to have    holy conversa-

tions with others.    
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MAGNIFY: A DEEP DIVE INTO THE NEW DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS 

The Latin root of  the word magnify is magnus or magnificare which means to show honor 

to God.  Additionally, magnify can mean to increase or  exaggerate the  importance or ef-

fect of.    

The National Conference for Catechetical Leadership (NCCL) in partnership with Our 

Sunday Visitor will host a virtual event called “Magnify: A Deep Dive into the New 

Directory for Catechesis” This event will span 4 months – September through Decem-

ber 2020 – and will break down the chapters of the new document into manageable parts. 

Through entering into the process, we will be to learn how to magnify God in the 21st cen-

tury through the practice of  evangelization and catechesis.  Registrants will continue to 

have access to Magnify content for one year. 

Go to portlanddiocese.org/olff/magnify for more information about the Mag-

nify virtual event and how to register. 

With help of a grant from the Lay Continuing Education 

and Formation Fund, the Office of Lifelong Faith Formation 

offers clergy and catechetical leaders in Maine the 

opportunity to register for Magnify with a coupon 

code that will cover the whole registration fee. Reg-

istrants can also receive one printed copy of the 

new Directory for Catechesis for $10. Act soon as this 

offer is only available while seats remain in the 

group registration! 
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Ongoing Faith Formation Opportunities  

On October 20th Mary Mirrione from 7-8:30pm will be 

speaking  on Catechesis of the Good Shepherd as part of the 

virtual New England Faith Forum.  

The goal of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is to nurture 

the capacity for silence, reverence and contemplation within 

a child so that they come to encounter the One who loves 

them. Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is deeply rooted in 

the Montessori method of education and steeped in the 

teachings of the Church.  

The session will provide an overview of the Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd as well as strategies for implementing and 

sustaining this work in a parish setting. The workshop will 

also provide you with practical tools for approaching prayer  

with children in any setting.   

https://portlanddiocese.org/olff/magnify
https://portlanddiocese.org/olff/magnify
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In October 2020 the Office of Life-

long Faith Formation in collabora-

tion with the Catholic Schools office 

will launch the Echoes of Faith Em-

maus Edition catechist formation 

program for adults in parishes and 

Catholic schools in the Diocese of 

Portland.  The program will be open to 

current catechist, teachers, and leaders as 

well as adults who may serve in faith for-

mation or Catholic education in the future. 

The goal of 11 modules in the Echoes of 

Faith Emmaus program is to form mis-

sionaries who are able to effectively com-

municate, authentically witness, and crea-

tively teach the Gospel to anyone they en-

counter, inside or outside of a formal 

learning setting. 

The modules are delivered in an updated, 

user-friendly online learning platform over 

a three year timeframe. In addition to indi-

vidual work, the diocesan program sched-

ule will provide options for local groups to 

meet virtually or in person expand the 

learning and practice techniques.  

Participation in the first year of this pro-

gram will be available for $15 per person 

through the support of a grant from the 

Lay Continuing Education and Formation 

Endowment.   

This program is about knowing.  Going 

through the modules of Echoes of Faith 

participants will explore three types of 

knowing: knowing God, knowing yourself, 

and knowing your learners. The content 

and activities invite you to pray, discover 

and uncover the truths of our Catholic 

faith, recognize where God has been pre-

sent in your day/week/month, and put 

your faith into practice by witnessing to it.   

Watch for details and registration 

information in the September news-

letter. 

• Professing the 

Truth of the 

Catholic Faith 

• The Church  

• The Scriptures  

• Catholic 

Morality  

• Prayer & 

Spirituality 

• Liturgy & 

Sacraments 

• Getting Started 

as a Catechist  

• Roles of the 

Catechist  

• The Learner 

• Grade Level 

Methodology 

• Adult Faith 

Formation 

Modules in Echoes of Faith  

Emmaus Edition  
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Welcome to OLFF’s newest team member  

Georgette Dionne!! 
 

The Diocese of Portland is pleased to announce that Georgette Di-
onne has been named the new coordinator of children and adult 

ministries, a part of the diocese’s Office of Lifelong Faith Formation. 
Dionne is currently the director of lifelong faith formation for the 

Parish of the Holy Eucharist in Falmouth, where she has served 

since 2013.  

 

The coordinator of children and adult ministries coordinates the 

planning, implementation, and assessment related to ongoing faith 
formation, including the Circle of Grace safe environment training 

and the preparation and celebration of initiation sacraments. This 

includes helping parish leaders carry out these ministries at the local level.  

 

“The nature of this ministry brings me into broader contact with Maine parishes and 

their leaders, and I look forward to serving in new ways in this supportive ‘field work’ of 

evangelization,” said Dionne. 

 

Born and raised in a Franco-American family in Grand Isle, Dionne returned to her 

home state seven years ago to accept her current position at the Parish of the Holy Eu-
charist, where she oversees sacramental preparation and faith formation for families, 

youth, and adults. In addition, Dionne directed ministries for seniors and parishioners 

with special needs and abilities. 

 

“I have been enriched in such diverse ways by the pastoral care, friendship, and collab-

orative spirit of talented clergy and staff members, the support of our parish councils 
and ministries, and our parishioners, my spiritual sisters and brothers, many of whom 

I have come to love as friends,” she said. 

 

She will begin her new position on September 8.  

 

Welcome aboard Georgette!  We look forward to having you on our team.   
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VIRTUAL YOUTH                 
CONVENTION BROADCAST 
ACROSS THE DIOCESE  

Did you miss the 

live version of  the 

Virtual  Youth          

Convention?  

Were you at the 

live Virtual    

Youth   Conven-

tion and want to 

watch it again?  If 

you     answered 

yes to either of 

these    questions 

email Shawn 

Gregory and he 

will send you the 

link to the record-

ed Virtual Youth 

Convention so you 

can enjoy it for 

the first time or 

for the   fifty-

fourth time.    
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On July 26, 2020 the Office of Lifelong Faith Formation in partnership 

with the Catholic Youth Leadership Team (CYLT)  hosted a Virtual     

Convention focused on the theological virtues of faith, hope and love.  

The day started off with Mass from the Cathedral of the Immaculate   

Conception where Bishop Deeley was the celebrant. The virtual           

Convention  included a ferverino on hope from Deacon Luis                  

Sanclemente,  a witness talk  on  hope from  Kailee Cox, a member of 

Parish of the Precious Blood, and a new NET missionary.  Kailee              

reminded the audience “don’t worry about whether something 

seems possible. God gave you a desire and you need to hope 

and go for it. Hope sees the impossible. Hope achieves the im-

possible.”  Fr. Bill Labbe  gave a public service announcement on love 

saying  that we were created to be extraordinary because we were creat-

ed, redeemed in love, and adopted in love…..a love that stems from the 

agape love of that Jesus showed us as He hung on the cross.  The CYLT 

members hosted several segments with Brendan Fedrizzi and Belle 

Castonguay as the lead reporters, a weather report from Ingrid             

Halverstorm where she predicted positive clouds ahead,  Today’s Great 

Saint Report with Elizabeth Smith who spoke about St. Anne, the mother 

of Mary.  Paul Bonner hosted a segment on sports and faith where he 

spoke about how faith is not a spectator sport and how we must be all in.  

He issue a short challenge to the audience asking  them to consider “how 

are you going to live out your life (as a Catholic) and serve others?”   

Feel free to share the ways that you and your youth ministry 

are living as disciples of Christ each day.  Send it in to the 

OLFF team and we may feature it on our Diocesan platforms.  

There are many ways to be a disciple so feel free to be creative 

and submit essays, poems, songs as well.  

mailto:shawn.gregory@portlanddiocese.org?subject=Link%20to%20Virtual%20Convention%20
mailto:shawn.gregory@portlanddiocese.org?subject=Link%20to%20Virtual%20Convention%20


Roman Catholic Diocese of Portland—August 2020 

 

A group of youth and adults who provide exemplary models of 

living the Gospel life in Maine were awarded the St. Timothy and 

Companions on the Journey Awards.   

The youth who were awarded the St. Timothy Award are 

as  follows:   

 

The adults who were awarded the Companions on the   

Journey award are as follows:  

 

A big congratulations to all who were   awarded 

these  prestigious awards.  Keep up the good work  

living out and witnessing to the faith you profess.   
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CATHOLIC YOUTH MINISTRY AWARDS  

• Katherine Berube of Houlton 

• Kailee Cox of Presque Isle  

• Brendan Fedrizzi of Limerick 

• Jean-Daniel Liwanga of         

Portland 

• Justin Ouellette of Lewiston 

• William Prescott of Houlton  

• Robert Sanders of  Kennebunk  

• Thomas Smith of  Pittsfield 

• Carolyn Houston of  Kennebunk/Wells  

• Carol Marceau of Sanford 

• Jeff Albert of Lewiston 

• Julie Sanclemente of Fort Kent 

• Scott Carpenter of Sanford 
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“My past O Lord, to Your mercy; my present, to Your love; my future to 
Your providence.  (St. Padre Pio).” 

Mary Mother of the Church, I come before you 

in the spirit of St.Maximilian Kolbe, who        

consecrated his Franciscan life and work to you 

without reserve. You accepted Maximilian’s    

self-offering ; accept me.  You led Maximilian to 

Christ; lead me. You formed Maximilian into a 

mirror of Christ; form me.  Your union with 

Maximilian provided the backdrop for his works 

of evangelization and heroic acts of charity.  

Please grant that through the intercession of St. 

Maximilian, that I might fully collaborate with 

you and the Holy Spirit as an instrument for the 

upbuilding of Christ’s Church.  Amen! 

Taken from: St. Maximilian Kolbe Prayers 

WHAT’S NEXT AT LFFA (SEPTEMBER  10, 2020) 

PRAYER  
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INSPIRATION 

Madeline L’engle tells a 

story about a  famous 

actor at a  dinner      

party who  recited 

Psalm 23  flawlessly. A 

few minutes later a 

deaf old woman who  

recited that same 

psalm and moved the 

crowd to tears.  When 

the actor was asked 

why the old lady’s     

recitation of the Psalm 

was so moving he said 

“I know the psalm, she 

knows the Shepherd.”  

I (Hannah) am so 

moved by this story 

and I hope that when 

people look at me that 

they will see someone 

who has  taken the 

time to get to know the 

Shepherd. 

Our first meeting for the 2020-2021 season of Lifelong Faith  

Formation Association  will  be held virtually  using Lifesize* on  

September 10.  The topic will be “Start with Jesus: We the Mis-

sionary People.” We will watch a portion of presentation given 

by Julianne Stanz on August 18th as part of the New England 

Faith Forum in addition to  thoughts, reflections, and experi-

ences of parish leaders who participated in the Faith Forum. 

Hope to see you there!  

* Join in the Lifesize app meeting for  LifelongFaithFormationAssoc-LFFA  
or click https://call.lifesizecloud.com/5165998 from your web browser 

https://miyouth.org/st-maximilian-kolbe-prayers
https://call.lifesizecloud.com/5165998

