
Asking the Right Questions 

We can go through life asking the wrong questions. In the gospel, the disciples ask the wrong 
question. Throughout St. Mark’s Gospel, the disciples lack understanding of Jesus true identity and 
mission. In this passage they seem to also lack courage asking, “Where do you want us to go and 
prepare for you to eat the Passover?” It is as though they are saying, “This is yours and has nothing 
to do with us.” 

The disciples try to avoid a connection with Jesus’ meal, but he insists that they cannot avoid the 
suffering and death of the paschal mystery. Jesus provides the right question, “Where is the guest 
room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples”?  

One of the most dangerous questions we can ask is, “What’s in it for me?” This question contains 
the five most dangerous words in the English language.  

This weekend we celebrate an important anniversary in our nation’s history. This weekend is the 
71st anniversary of the D Day invasion of Normandy in 1944. What if those units constituting the 
first and second waves of infantry landing on Normandy’s shores asked, “What’s in it for me?” The 
answer would have been, “at least 80% casualties and if you survive, be assured of a life time of 

nightmares from the horrors of war.” 

If they chose not to go, we might all be speaking German now and most certainly would not be 
gathering for Eucharist. They aren’t called The Greatest Generation for nothing! 

Yet somehow, in matters of faith and worship, “What’s in it for me?” can become the central most 
important question. This comes from a consumer mentality so dominant in our culture. A consumer 
mentality is not all bad. On the contrary a consumer mentality has its positive contributions to a 
free society. A consumer mentality keeps all businesses and service providers on their toes making 
sure their product or service is of top quality and worthy of purchase or receiving. A consumer 
mentality engages the freedom in our society to make choices and to exercise responsibility over our 
own life.  

This is also true regarding Catholic parishes. Not too many years ago, we were assigned the parish 
attended either by which neighborhood you lived in or ethnic background. Choosing another parish 
was rarely if ever an option. If the pastor was long term and long suffering, people were stuck. This 
has drastically changed, and in many ways for the better. Now people are freer to seek out a parish 
where they feel welcomed, fed, nurtured and spiritually challenged. These are all signs of God’s 
work. 

But a consumerist mentality has an insidious dark side as well. Our entire advertising industry has 
one objective in mind, convincing us to buy their product. The best way to convince us is assuring 
us we really can’t or shouldn’t live without it. The great danger is that we can come to believe it. We 
can come to believe it truly is “all about me”, “what I want”, “what is best for me”, “get what I need 
with as little cost as possible”. Such attitudes lead to a breakdown of community. In matters of 
faith, “parish” is reduced to membership in a club or shopping at certain stores. We move around 
for the best bargains, good quality and friendly sales representatives.  
 

These can determine our church participation as well. We go to Mass at the convenient time for us, 
shop around for the shortest Mass, the best preaching, the good music. We lose perspective of the 
sacrificial nature that forms us into a community of faith that we belong to and are responsible to. 
 
All recent Popes have issued stark warnings on the effects of extreme consumerism on the soul. 
John Paul II warned against people becoming “slaves of ‘possession’ and of immediate gratification, 
with no other horizon than the multiplication or continual replacement of the things already owned 
with others still better.” Pope Benedict XVI cautioned, “Do not be fooled by those who see you as 
just another consumer.”  
 



Pope Francis has explained, “Indifferent individualism leads to the cult of opulence reflected in the 
throwaway culture all around us. We have an excess of unnecessary things, but we no longer have 
the capacity to build authentic human relationships marked by truth and mutual respect.”  
 
Such extreme consumerism affects our relationship or lack of it with parish. Parish is not merely a 
place to attend Mass—parish is the place where we belong to the whole church and join in the 
sacrificial offering the church makes as the spouse of the Risen Christ. Parish is about 
commitment. We belong to Christ and we belong to the universal church through our commitment 
to our parish.  
 
A consumer mentality can assist the development of strong and vibrant parish life. But this same 
mentality can remove any ability to make a commitment to parish life. This is the ultimate choice 
each of us has to make. Again, the right question is, “Have we made a commitment to a particular 
community called ‘parish’?” Or are we asking the dangerous question? “What’s in it for me?” can 
lock us in isolation, bringing death to the soul. 
 
On Saturday afternoon, I celebrated a wedding Mass for a good couple. Using the gospel and theme 
from Corpus Christi, I said to those gathered, “The most significant words Our Lord says about 
married life are the words of this passage from St. Mark’ Gospel and repeated in other New 
Testament writings, ‘This is my body given for you’. Jesus spoke these words gathering with his 
disciples for the last time before his horrible death by crucifixion.  

“Delivering over his body is much more than simply a physical reality. From the ancient Jewish 
understanding, one’s body and blood constitute the entire human life: body, soul, intellect, desires 
and emotions. Jesus held nothing back from the sacrificial offering of his life. 

“Delivering over the body certainly occurs in marriage’s most intimate and passionate moments. 
But it occurs most of all whenever one spouse puts his/her own needs aside to care for the other. 
The spouse visiting the nursing home every day at meal time to help feed the beloved, even when no 
longer recognized, is especially saying ‘This is my body given up for you’. 

“Today (this couple) offers their married life together as bread. They offer their married life that the 
Risen Christ can speak love from their lips, serve lovingly with their hands, bear others’ burdens 
with their shoulders and love through their hearts. Their married life, like Eucharist, will help feed 
the world with the love of God.” 

On the night before he died, Jesus moved from the supper in the upper room to the wood of the 
cross on Calvary and finally to the glory revealed in Resurrection.  We too are called to make the 
same journey. Once we make our sacrifice before this altar, we then fulfill it in the streets of daily 
life. Our commitment to God here as parish extends as commitment in daily life. 

St. Augustine said it this way, “It is your mystery that lies on the altar.” The bread and wine offered 
with Christ represents the mystery of the whole Church and also the mystery of each one of our 
lives. Like the newly married couple, we offer our lives as bread placed on the altar. Christ joins our 
sacrifice to his as “one bread one body” united to feed the world’s deepest hungers. We need to be 
sure we are asking the right question. “Am I prepared to make the total offering of my life with the 

Church for the world’s salvation?” 

 


