
22nd Sunday Cycle A 
Matthew 16:21-27 
“A Matter of Love” 

Robert Bolt’s play A Man for All Seasons is based on life of St. Thomas More. Thomas 
More was Chancellor under the reign of King Henry VIII of England. When Henry 
chose to divorce his wife in order to marry again, he broke from the Catholic Church 
and established himself as Head of the Church of England instead of the Pope. 
Everyone in the Kingdom was expected to take an oath recognizing the British King as 
head of the Church. Thomas More refused, was arrested and imprisoned in the Tower 
of London, and eventually beheaded. 

In one of play’s last scenes, Thomas’s favorite daughter Meg visits her dad in prison, 
urged by the King’s agents to convince him to take the oath that supports the King 
against the Pope.  

She offers him a resolution, “Say the words of the oath with your lips, but let God 

know in your heart that you don’t mean it.” St. Thomas More responds, “When a man 
takes an oath, Meg, he’s holding himself in his own hands.  Like water.  And if he 
opens his fingers, then—he needn’t hope to find himself again.” Then Meg reminds 
him of how much he and their family have already suffered, “But in reason, haven’t 
you done as much as God can reasonably want.” St. Thomas, “Well, finally…it isn’t a 
matter of reason; finally it is a matter of love.” 

In the Gospel, the Lord Jesus, like Thomas is holding himself in the cup of his own 
hands like water, anhod of John the Baptist. Herod regretted his offer, but unwilling to 
renege on a promise in front of so many guests, ordered the execution of John, his 
prisoner. 

Herod’s banquet presents what we might expect of a palace event with the king 
present. Attendance is by invitation only, and though many were invited, they 
represent only those very few of wealth, power, influence or held in high esteem. This 
banquet was the grandest of celebrations but shallow in sincerity; the most elaborate 
of settings but thin in matters of the heart. Amidst the pomp and pageantry of this 
king’s banquet lies the corruption of malice and jealousy. King Herod’s meal serves up 
deceit, pride, worldly ambition, domination of the powerful over the powerless, abuse 
of power, and murder of the innocent. 

Jesus seeks solitude to reflect on the martyrdom of his friend, relative, and the one 
who prepared his way with prophetic preaching. As the crowds learn of his 
destination, solitude eludes the Lord. But when Jesus sees the crowds, his heart is 
moved with compassion for them. Jesus experiences the crowd of people as hungry, 
abandoned, and afraid, yet searching and hoping. From his experience of the Baptist’s 
death and his compassion for the crowds, Jesus decides it is time for the world to have 

another banquet. This banquet will be completely unlike Herod’s banquet. Jesus’ 
banquet originates in God’s heart and is founded on compassion and sacrifice. 

This, too, will be a banquet where the king is present. In this banquet, invitations go 
out to all humanity. In this banquet, the invited guests will feed on the very life of God. 
In this banquet, peace prevails over violence, love prevails over hatred, forgiveness 
prevails over sin, life prevails over death, and integrity of heart and soul prevail over 
deceit, domination and abuse. 

St. Matthew sees the miracle of the loaves as a prelude to the Eucharist. St. Matthew 
places the multiplication of the loaves alongside Herod’s banquet to deepen his 
church’s understanding of the Eucharist they celebrate. His Church, and now our 



Church, is taught the Eucharist manifests the Risen Lord as King. The banquet is the 
sacred meal of the Kingdom of Heaven present both in heaven and on earth. 

In the New Testament, the church’s Eucharistic celebration is called by two names; 
“the breaking of bread”, and “The Lord’s Supper”. We do not refer to the Eucharist as 
“The Last Supper” but “The Lord’s Supper”. The difference means everything. We are 
not merely concerned with a historical event from the past. “The Last Supper” 
completed the night before Jesus died. “The Lord’s Supper” extends Jesus’ paschal 
mystery into every time and every place. While the Mass resembles and references the 
Last Supper, we do not re-enact the Last Supper. We celebrate “The Lord’s Supper”. 

A more exact translation of “The Lord’s Supper” would be “The Lording Supper”. This 
is a supper extending Jesus’ Lordship over our lives. This supper hovers over us with 
divine protection and love.  This supper shapes us in a communion of love and life 
with God and with all humanity. The Eucharist unites the past and the future with 
the present moment. The Eucharist unites those in heaven and earth with God. The 
Eucharist unites those present on earth with each other; and unites all of us with 
those already in heaven in one communion of love. 

In the Lord’s Supper, the Risen Christ is not only present but present in a dynamic 
way, never static. The Lord’s undying love flows over from the Eucharist to us. His 
undying love calls us, transforms us, heals us, forgives us, and deepens our faith, 
hope and love. The Lord’s Supper makes and shapes us into a beloved community. 
God’s love for us is meant to form us into a community shaped into the heart of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. This same heart looked with compassion at the crowds before him. 

In the gospel, the crowd is fed only through Jesus’ compassion` and the work of his 
disciples. Jesus performs the miracle, but the disciples do all the feeding. Jesus 
provides the meal, but the disciples do all the serving. 

As Jesus’ disciples now, we are the ones serving His meal satisfying humanity’s 
hungers, welcoming the stranger and sinner to the Lord’s Eucharistic banquet, 
through humble service and generous sacrifice. As Jesus’ disciples now, we are the 
ones to view the crowds before us and moved by compassion, serve them and help 
shape them into a beloved community. 

The Lord’s Supper makes and shapes us into the life of Christ flowing from the Risen 
Body of Christ. The Lord’s Supper makes and shapes us as disciples uncovering and 
serving the Kingdom of God in the midst of our everyday life. 

“Without the Eucharist the Church would simply cease to exist. In fact, it is the 
Eucharist which renders a human community a mystery of communion, capable of 
bringing God to the world and the world to God. The Holy Spirit, which transforms the 
bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ, also transforms those who receive it 

with faith into limbs of Christ's Body, thus the Church truly is a Sacrament of men's 
unity, with God and with one another. In an increasingly individualistic culture such 
as that in which we live in western societies and which is tending to spread 
throughout the world, the Eucharist constitutes a kind of 'antidote'…” Pope Benedict 
XVI 

Many choices in the world today are between the two banquets of St. Matthew’s 14th 
Chapter. King Herod’s banquet is as present in our world today as in Jesus’ day. The 
banquet feast of heaven is also as present today as the day the earliest disciples 
gathered for The Lord’s Supper. Every celebration of Mass proves this true. At the end 
of time, only one banquet will remain. 



Which banquet we are seated and fed will depend in part on how we see the crowds 
before us. Are they competitors for scarce resources, or are they the makings of a 
beloved community? Are we motivated by fear, or are we moved with compassion? 

 


