
 

One Family in Mission 
Prayers are needed for the New Parish in Yalgo, Berkina Faso 

and neighboring villiages! 

 
When visiting Burkina Faso, I met Sr. Elvira Brown, a member of the Marianites of 

Holy Cross who has just arrived to help Bishop Kabore and Fr. Alphee (in photo) 

open a new parish.  Recently, I asked about the conditions there because I 

know they depend so much on rain and while I was there, it had only rained 

twice. 

 

Sister wrote:  

Our parish - Sainte Famille de Nazareth de Yalgo, was officially 

erected as a parish on Saturday January 14, and L'Abbe 

Clement Barnaba, who was with us at the Pacific Hotel, was 

installed as the Curie.   

 

Bishop Kabore had told us to come in June as that is the start 

of the rainy season and it would be cooler. We came, but the 

rains didn't.  The rainy season  that should have been June - September didn't 

begin until the last days of August and ended very early in October and it 

rained maybe once a week during that time. 

 

The farmers planted crops and they grew, but there was not enough rain so they 

did not produce enough to harvest.  Most of the fields just dried up and never 

produced any crop.  

 

They tell me that once the rainy season ended, we would not have rain again 

until next June.  

 

Burkina is a land locked country, so we depend on dams and reservoirs and 

wells for our water.  Since the supply of rain water this past season was so limited, 

many of the reservoirs and wells are drying up.  

 

Yalgo is located near a large reservoir and we have not felt the drought yet but 

each time we past the reservoir we can see that the water level is lower.  And 

they tell me we haven't yet reached the "HOT season"of March, April and May, 

however in mid February our temperatures have already reached 95 degrees so 

I can only imagine what the hot season will be like!  

 

The "town" of Yalgo is near the reservoir, but our parish is composed of at least 8 

villages from the surrounding area  and these villages do not have access to the 

water that we have here so many are suffering.  

 
 Monthly Calendar Donations help in a real way. On behalf of the Pontifical Missions 

Society, thank you!  Please continue to pray for our brothers & sisters in Burkina Faso!     
 

Ruth H. Oakley, Director of Missions/CRS Office Portland, Maine 


