Inside the Conclave

The world watches with interest as cardinals gather in conclave - literally under
lock and key - to elect the next pope. The rarity of the event, the ceremony and
secrecy add to the intrigue.
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The one who is elected is asked if he accepts the
election as pope. If he accepts, he chooses the name he
will take. From the central balcony of St. Peter’s
basilica, the senior cardinal deacon proclaims,
“Habemus papam!” (We have a pope!”), and
announces his name. The new pontiff appears on the
balcony and imparts his first papal blessing.

will spend additional time in prayer and discussion If balloting is not successful, the smoke burns

before voting resumes. black with the help of an added chemical.

A two-thirds majority is required to elect the new pope. If balloting is successful, a chemical is added to
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