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OBJECTIVES

Through this 
training 
future SC 
leaders of 
prayer will:

• Become aware of the norms and resources 
governing Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of 
a Priest (SCs) in Maine parishes

• Identify similarities and differences between 
Mass and a SC liturgy
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Resource Webpage
https://portlanddiocese.org/scs-prayer-leader-resources 

Summer 2020, rev June 2-24 - 3

https://portlanddiocese.org/scs-prayer-leader-resources
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Educational 
Booklet
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Ritual Text (USCCB, 2012)
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Training Video and Slides
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Brief Overview of SCs
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LITURGY 
From the Greek meaning "public work." 
It refers especially to the public worship 
of the Church, including Mass and the 
Liturgy of the hours. 

U.S. Catholic Catechism for Adults, p 518
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SUNDAYS
Keep holy the Lord’s Day

Third Commandment
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SUNDAYS
Attend Mass on Sundays and holy days 
of obligation

First Precept of the Catholic Church
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Church Documents Governing SCs

• Directory for Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest. Sacred 
Congregation for Divine Worship, Vatican: 1988. This is guidance for 
the Universal Church from the Vatican.

• Gathered in Steadfast Faith:  Statement of the Bishop’ Committee on 
the Liturgy on Sunday Worship in the Absence of a Priest. USCCB: 
1991. This is the U.S. application of the 1988 document.

• Sunday Celebration in the Absence of a Priest. Committee on Divine 
Worship, USCCB with Indult from the Congregation for Divine 
Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments: 2004, 2012. This is the 
most recent U.S. application (revised) of the 1988 document; it was 
updated again in 2012 to incorporate the changes in translation that 
were introduced to the English-speaking world with the 2010 Roman 
Missal.  As is the custom, the two earlier documents are included as 
appendices in the current volume. 

Guidance provided in the earlier documents still applies, unless 
it is superseded by a subsequent document. 
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Local Norms

• Norms for Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of Priest in the 
Diocese of Portland Maine. 2018
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Why Now
Read pages 6-10
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What to expect at SC
Read pages 12-15

Printable worship aids 
also available on 

Resource Webpage
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Booklet 
pages 
14-15
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Roles within SC liturgy
Read pages 16-10
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Experience a SC*

• “Participate” so have parishioners’ perspectives 
of a SC

• Pay attention to where people and things are

• Note questions

* Filmed November 2020 during Covid19 
pandemic with two lay leaders of prayer and 
distribution of Holy Communion
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What’s Next
• Receive an email with link to 

resource page including Study 
Edition of the SCs ritual 

• Before Part 2 session: review 
Study Edition of Ritual and 
watch video paying attention to 
what the leader does

• OLFF making hard copies of 
ritual available at a discount 
(order link on resource page)
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Q & A
Contact Deacon Peter Bernier or Lori Dahlhoff
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Thank you!
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