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Annual Parish Faith Formation Report  

 

 

The Office of Lifelong Faith Formation (OLFF) has reinstituted an Annual Parish Faith Formation Report.  

In mid-January the pastor/administrator and a parish catechetical leader (PCL) from each parish has 

received a link to a shared Excel workbook that will serve as the report. Please enter all the requested 

information in the report no later than February 28th. See the video above for a recording of a meeting 

OLFF hosted to explain why this report is important for parishes and the diocese and to offer tips on 

how to fill out the report. This video ends with responses to questions asked by participants.  

 

If you have further questions or need help filling out the report, please email olff@portlanddiocese.org 

or call (207)-773-6471.   

mailto:olff@portlanddiocese.org
https://player.vimeo.com/video/794888990?h=e9c523bc01
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Free Resources for Lent, Holy Week & Easter 

 

These are some of the free resources available to support prayer, reflection, and action for individuals 

and parishes/schools during the Lenten and Easter seasons: 

• Diocese of Portland The Season of Lent  

• National Eucharistic Revival Prayer Companion for Lent and Triddum English 

• National Eucharistic Revival Prayer Companion for Lent and Triddum Spanish 

• RCL Benziger printable and downloadable activities  

• Catholic Apostalate Center resources for Lent and Easter 

• Diocese of Des Moines Living Lent 2023 Family Faith Resources 

• Team RCIA Initiation Team Resources for Lent, Triduum, and Easter season   

https://portlanddiocese.org/Lent
https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/626afca9aa56ce4dd046dd56/63ed5a2f7a15f56dc8428de3_Eucharistic%20Prayer%20Companion%20for%20Lent%20and%20Triduum.pdf
https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/626afca9aa56ce4dd046dd56/63ed5a2e352574c84cbba159_Guía%20de%20Plegaria%20Eucarística%20para%20el%20Tiempo%20de%20Cuaresma%20y%20el%20Sagrado%20Triduo.pdf
https://store.rclbenziger.com/content/lent/
https://www.catholicapostolatecenter.org/lent-and-easter-resources.html
https://www.dmdiocese.org/ministries-and-faith-formation/religious-education/parent-tools/family-faith-resources/living-lent-2023
https://teamrcia.com/2022/02/initiation-team-resources-for-lent-triduum-and-the-easter-season/?vgo_ee=4g%2Fa1Jf0CrY6fvfwh8ijNkduviPk3mX3%2B%2BYwjpCcS5U%3D
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Evening for Catechists 2023  

 

Click to get a shareable flyer.   

 

In-person catechist workshops are back! The three regional Evening for Catechists are times for 

catechists from different parishes to gather for ministerial development and formation. It allows the 

catechists to reflect deeply on an area of ministry and listen to how God is calling them to use their gifts 

to serve learners of all ages.  Registration is $15/person and includes a light meal.  

 

As we are working towards the National Eucharistic Revival, the theme chosen for 2023 Evening for 

Catechists is "Forming Eucharistic people." Deacon Matt Halbach (sponsored by Wm H. Sadlier) will 

speak about how the Eucharist should transform everything we do so that we can go out and serve and 

share the Gospel with others so that they also may be transformed.  

 

Those who attend can expect to:  

• Participate in lectio/visio divina experiences focused on the Eucharist  

• Identify faith as a way of "sacramental seeing."  

https://portlanddiocese.org/sites/default/files/2023-02/EveningForCatechists2023.pdf
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• Understand the important connection between Eucharistic worship and our own experience of 

Christ's love in our lives 

• Receive tips for integrating eucharistic teaching in our lives and creating a more vibrant, 

eucharistic culture with the parish 

South 

March 16th  

St. Anne's Church, Gorham  

5:30-8pm  

North  

March 19th  

Holy Rosary Church, Caribou  

2:00-4:30pm  

Central  

March 20th 

Notre Dame of Perpetual Secours Church, Waterville  

5:30-8pm  

Click here to register for the Evening for Catechists by March 6th.   

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=HJhY_3ZWUUC55GMUqdel2ckd4nPCpQ1BtcsMtDDIoLFURUNFR1ZCWE5PVlEzMkdYRzIwM0ZXQjNTSS4u
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Highlights from LFFA: Practical Family Faith Formation  

 

On February 9th the Lifelong Faith Formation Association (LFFA) discussed different models of family 

faith formation.  Several Parish Catechetical Leaders shared a history of their family faith formation 

program, what they are doing now, what has worked, what has not worked, and what they have 

learned. Several resources were shared and are listed below:   

• Called to the Joy of Love: Pastoral Framework for Marriage and Family Life English from the 

USCCB  

• Called to the Joy of Love: Pastoral Framework for Marriage and Family Life Spanish from the 

USCCB 

• Education in Virtue from the Dominican Sisters of Mary Mother of the Eucharist 

• Pathways from Faith & Family Life Catholic Ministries  

• Gospel Weeklies from Pflaum 

• A Family of Faith from Sophia Institute  

https://www.usccb.org/resources/PF%20Final%20(upload%20on%20website).pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/PF%20Final%20(upload%20on%20website).pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/7-932%20Pastoral%20Framework%20for%20Marriage%20and%20Family%20Life%20Ministry%2C%20SPANISH%20-%20for%20UPLOAD%2C%201_24_2022.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/7-932%20Pastoral%20Framework%20for%20Marriage%20and%20Family%20Life%20Ministry%2C%20SPANISH%20-%20for%20UPLOAD%2C%201_24_2022.pdf
https://openlightmedia.com/courses/cultivating-virtues/lessons/introduction-to-the-virtues/topic/the-virtue-tree/
https://www.fflcm.org/
https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/
https://sophiainstituteforteachers.org/shop/family-of-faith
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• Word of Life by Augustine Institute  

• Forgiven by Augustine Institute  

• Presence by Augustine Institute  

• Ascension Press Bible Timeline  

• Symbolon  by Augustine Institute  

NOTE: What was shared at the LFFA meeting is part of ongoing conversations and efforts that lay the 

groundwork toward the final goal of the Diocesan catechetical plan: 

Goal C: Parish catechetical efforts are "working" in fostering living encounters with Christ and ripening 

initial encounters through organic, comprehensive, and systematic catechesis for children, youth, and 

adults that leads to missionary discipleship (Directory for Catechesis, 75-78)  

Objective C.1: Articulate a general framework for outreach and lifelong faith formation efforts aimed 

toward the living encounter with Christ participating in the mission of the Church that will: 

a) Be applicable in diverse settings (rural, urban, small communities, regional collaborations, differing 

languages or cultures  

b) Serve as a guide for parishes and Catholic schools in planning, assessing, and adapting local efforts in 

making disciples 

c) Foster healthy family life that naturally embodies and forms Catholic faith.  

 

"Family faith formation" is likely to be one of the models that fit in this framework, but there are others 

as well.  

https://www.augustineinstitute.org/program-and-resources/word-of-life
https://www.augustineinstitute.org/program-categories/confession-forgiven
https://presence.augustineinstitute.org/sign-up23392811
https://ascensionpress.com/collections/the-bible-timeline-the-story-of-salvation?utm_campaign=gs-2020-10-16&utm_source=google&utm_medium=smart_campaign&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI_rjP1rqT_QIVjPjICh2U7A9TEAAYASAAEgIjKPD_BwE
https://www.augustineinstitute.org/program-categories/rcia-symbolon
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ReConnect with ME  

 

ReConnectwithME is an initiative under the grant ConecMe to Better Mental Health which many of our 

community members took advantage of by attending the Psychological First Aid (PFA) training with 

Margaret F. Norbert MSW, LCSW. Quarterly, the grant allows for opportunities for those who have 

participated in a PFA training from across the state, to connect and share with their own stories along 

with resources in regard to the practical uses of the trainings.  

  

Let's gather together with other PFA trained people online via this link: Click here to join the meeting. 

These gatherings will help us create a community that will allow us to share experiences as we move 

forward with increasing mental health awareness and resources within our communities.   

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTczOWZjYzctMGQxZi00NmEzLTg0ODMtODJkMTMxYzEyYzIy%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22f1e90b5d-036b-46ff-80d8-0be7554628ec%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22474364fd-ad49-4488-8920-a06e029e5b1f%22%7d
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Reflecting on the Legacy of Pope Benedict XVI  

 

On March 27th Saint Joseph's College Center for Faith and Spirituality is hosting an online conversation 

with Bishop Deeley on the impact of Pope Benedict XVI on the life of the Church.  You can register for 

this free event by emailing the Center at https://forms.gle/LMCLQz6hJsfayGTaA.   

mailto:cfs@sjcme.edu
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Registration for the Silver and Gold Anniversary Mass Open Now  

 

Catholics marking milestone anniversaries are invited to participate in the annual Silver & Gold Mass 

celebrated by Bishop Robert Deeley on June 17th at 4pm at Holy Family Church in Old Town. This will be 

an in-person event.  After the Universal Prayers (the intercessions), Bishop Deeley will offer a special 

blessing to all married couples in the church. Those who are celebrating 10 years, 25 years, 40 years, and 

50 or more years will receive special recognition in the commemorative program and slideshow.   

 

Click here for more information or to register.   

https://portlanddiocese.org/silver-gold-anniversary-mass
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Maine Catholic Youth Convention  

 

 

Click here to register for the Catholic Youth Convention.   

 

Have further questions or concerns? Contact Shawn Gregory at (207)-773-6471 x7813  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=HJhY_3ZWUUC55GMUqdel2YB5Uczph85KlIvIWqjBOs9UQVNZMDBESjhLWEU0SUVDRFJHMkIzWThGVy4u
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RCIA Lenten Afternoon of Reflection  

 

 

1 - Host: Fr. Jean Paul Labrie from St. John Vianney Parish in Fort Kent  
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2 - Host: Georgette Dionne, Coordinator of Children & Adult Ministries for the Office of Lifelong Faith Formation  
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LFFA Spring Retreat  
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Confirmation Mass Dates and Registration Released  

Site #1 

Friday, May 19, 2023  

7:00pm  

St. Mary Church, Bangor  

Site #2  

Friday, June 2, 2023  

7:00pm  

Holy Martyrs Church, Falmouth  

Click to see the details, including forms, on the Diocesan website  

Parishes are asked to submit all candidate information electronically this year as part of registering to 

participate in a regional celebration. This means:  

• You may only register baptized Catholics who are fully prepared to receive these sacraments this 

spring and you must have copies of their Catholic baptismal records in hand.  

• Only someone with a Diocesan email (i.e. already has an Office 365 account as an employee) can 

access and complete this form since it requires uploading files.  

• You MUST have a digital copy of the baptismal record/certificate each confirmation candidate 

ready to upload with this registration. The PDF or scanned image file should be identified by 

Celebration Location-Candidate LastName-FirstName (Examples of file names: Bangor-Doe-

Jane.pdf or Falmouth-Stevens-Bill.jpeg).   

Note: Adults or teens baptized in another Christian denomination are to be received into full 

communion and confirmed by the local pastor so should not be registered as a candidate for this liturgy.   

https://portlanddiocese.org/lifelong-faith-formation/confirmation-catholic-teens-and-adults
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Fruits from the Vineyard  
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At All Saints Parish in Brunswick parishioners have been learning to recognize glimpses of God in their 

ordinary everyday life.  A quarterly publication (which is distributed within the parish) entitled Glimpses 
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of God chronicles these intimate encounters with God.  Martha Corkery, the Pastoral Life Coordinator 

for All Saints Parish, explained how the publication came to be by saying that multiple discussions 

centered around encounter and witness in several social spheres.  Following the prompting of the Holy 

Spirit Martha pitched the idea for Glimpses of God. It took off slowly and eventually changes and 

transitions in the life of the parish forced it to be discontinued for a stint of time. 

 

 In June of 2022 the parish staff discerned it was time to revive the Glimpses of God publication. The 

new volume of Glimpses of God has been successful, and two bonus issues were published in September 

and December.  "Through this publication parishioners have recognized that God whispers to some and 

moves mountains for others," mentioned Martha.  This is something that can be troubling to some as 

they ask "why is God doing so much for them when He does nothing for me?" Martha tenderly 

encourages and reminds them that "we may not recognize our Father's hand, but he is helping us 

though we may not have noticed or given Him credit.   

 

Martha stresses that anyone interested in doing something like this should introduce the importance of 

people sharing their faith stories with each other.  Martha has accompanied and challenged parishioners 

who have felt like the process of sharing these faith stories feels like bragging.  She emphasizes that 

these stories are shared with humility and are shared to show how God has worked in or through the 

person submitting a story or through someone else.  Often times that has been enough to encourage 

people to submit their own stories.  

 

However, Martha is honest about the fact that sometimes it is hard to find people to submit their 

stories.  She's found that offering the option to remain anonymous while it has not often been used, has 

helped people feel more comfortable submitting their story.  "People need to see how others will react 

to the publication before they dare to put themselves out there," observed Martha.   

 

A new issue of Glimpses of God will come out in March.  It can be accessed electronically on the All 

Saints parish website or by picking up a hard copy at Mass, or by requesting a hard copy from Martha 

Corkery.  

 

A big thank you to Martha Corkery and the staff of All Saints Parish for sharing Glimpses of God with us 

and allowing us to feature it in our newsletter. 

https://allsaintsmaine.com/glimpses
https://allsaintsmaine.com/glimpses
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Inspiration  

 

As I (Hannah) was scrolling through social media one day I came across this poem about gratitude.  It 

flows well with the message of inspiration shared in last month's newsletter. Without further ado here is 

Drinking from the Saucer by John Paul Moore.   

 

I've never made a fortune  

And I'll never make one now  

But it doesn't really matter 

Cause I'm happy anyhow. 

 

As I go along my journey  

I'm reaping better than what I sowed  

I'm drinking from the saucer  

'Cause my cup has overflowed.  

 

I don't have a lot of riches  
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And sometimes the going's tough  

But with kin and friends to love me  

I think I'm rich enough.  

 

I thank God for the blessings  

That His mercy has bestowed  

I'm drinking from a saucer 

'Cause my cup has overflowed.  

 

He gives me strength and courage 

When the way grows steep and rough  

I'll not ask for other blessings for  

I'm already blessed enough.  

 

May we never be too busy  

To help bear another's load  

Then we'll all be drinking from the saucer  

When our cups have overflowed.  
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Prayer 

 

In a spirit of collaboration we envision what our people need from us. Bring our vision in line with yours, 

Lord God of all the people. Open our ears that we may hear their needs and your solutions. Open our 

eyes that we may see their concerns and your touch. Open our hearts that we may welcome their input 

and your inspiration.  Bless the work of our hands, Lord, and guide our parish. Give us a common heart 

and unity of purpose; and may all we do be done according to your will. Amen  

 

(Taken from Prayer Services for Parishes by Karen Berry O.S.F.) 

https://www.liguori.org/prayer-services-for-parishes.html

