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A Christmas Greeting & Carol for You..... 

 

Come, O Radiant Dawn (Isaiah 9:1)   

Praising Jesus with this O Antiphon on December 21st seems fitting in the northern hemisphere. From 

this first day of winter and the day in the year with the least daylight we get sensible cues to the shift 

from darkness dominating our waking hours to the brightening of our days, even when that comes in 1 

more second of daylight on December 22. 

  

On behalf of the staff in the Office of Lifelong Faith Formation, I thank you for reflecting Christ, Radiant 

Dawn, in your witness of faith and your service to the local parish community. We rejoice with you in 

the pin-prick holes to the wide-flung openings the Holy Spirit has made in people’s hearts and minds 

through your efforts as a catechetical leader. We offer you this Christmas carol as our shared wish that 

you experience the radical welcome of the Christ child as we await his second coming. 

  

Merry Christmas and many blessings in 2023, 

Lori, Georgette, Hannah, and Shawn 
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NCCL Upcoming Events  

 

Beginning in 2023 the National Community of Catechetical Leaders (NCCL) will be hosting several 

webinars and workshops to help leaders hone and develop their professional skills, assess their parish 

landscape and plan for the future.  Click here for more information.   

Digital Ministry & Leadership in Today's Church  

January 10, 2023 at 1pm  

 

Goals of the webinar:  

https://youtu.be/skVyUI9MvK0
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The Digital Ministry and Leadership book and webinar will provide you with practical ways to (1) bring 

digital approaches, tools, methods, and media into church ministries (worship, faith formation and 

learning, prayer, spiritual formation)  

 (2) extend the ministry of the local church into online spaces and communities where more and more 

people gather to nurture, explore, and share their faith today. 

NCCL Conference--What's Working In Parent & Family Faith Formation  

February 15, 2023 

 

Made up of three--75 minute--workshops:  

 

12pm (noon)--Family Faith Formation in the Parish  

• Dr. Kathie Amidei (St. Anthony on the Lake Parish, Pewaukee, WI) 

• Patrice Spirou (Archdiocese of Atlanta) 

 

2pm--Family Faith Formation at Home  

• Catherine LaVecchia (Church of the Presentation, Upper Saddle River, NJ) 

 

4pm--Parent Faith Formation  

• Denise Utter (Family Living Faith, Chicago) 

NCCL Conference--What's Working in Adult Faith Formation?  

February 16, 2023 

 

Made up of three--75 minute--workshops:  

 

12pm (noon)--Faith Formation with Young Adults (20-30s)  

• Dr. Tracey Lamont (Loyola University Institute for Ministry, New Orleans) 

• Cassie Schutzer (Young Adult Initiative, St. Meinrad Seminary) 

 

2pm--Faith Formation with Adults (40s-80s)  

• Sr. Ruth Bolarte (Villanova University and RENEW International) 
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• Sr. Janet Schaeffler (Author, Adult Faith Formation Consultant) 

 

4pm--Adult Faith Formation Programming  

• John Roberto (NCCL Executive Director) 

Five Inquiry Questions that will Shape Your Seekers Journey of Faith 

Webinar by Team RCIA  

 

Check out the recording of the latest Team RCIA webinar, and learn how to transform your adult 

initiation process with these five simple questions  

 

TeamRCIA works to empower their members to become more confident, Holy-Spirit filled, and joyful 

catechumenate leaders by building on the four cornerstones of catechumenate ministry; foundation, 

evangelization, catechesis, and liturgy.  To view more TeamRCIA content click here.  

https://teamrcia.com/webinars/five-inquiry-questions-that-will-shape-your-seekers-journey-of-faith/?vgo_ee=4g%2Fa1Jf0CrY6fvfwh8ijNkduviPk3mX3%2B%2BYwjpCcS5U%3D
https://teamrcia.com/
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Highlights from LFFA: Hope--A Plan for True Happiness  

 

December 1, 2022--LFFA was honored to have Erin O' Leary from the Church of the Holy Name in 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, present an Advent reflection on hope.  Erin has spent years not only studying 

hope, but also living hope.  In her presentation she gave a definition for hope, identified the importance 

of having hope, the effects that hope (or lack of hope) have on our physical, mental, emotional, and 

spiritual health.  Erin encouraged the group to take the hope barometer test in order to gage their 

current level of hope.  Far from leaving us where we were Erin shared some tips on how to increase our 

level of hope.  Finally, she left the group with a faith plan for hope.... 

 

Happiness 

Openness 

Prayerfulness 

Enthusiasm  



7 
 

Next at LFFA Meeting: January 12  

 

Next LFFA meeting we will be discussing Chapter 4 from the Renewing Catholic Family Life book.  The 

chapter is entitled The Nearest Hospital.  We will be discussing the discussion questions at the end of 

the chapter.   

 

If you need a book, please contact Hannah Gonneville and she will get one to you.  Paid LFFA members 

get a complimentary copy of the book (not including shipping cost if it needs to be mailed). Those who 

are not paid LFFA members can purchase the book for $15 (plus shipping costs if it needs to be mailed).  

Supplies is limited.  

https://youtu.be/bShPEipHYhU
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Christmas Season Discernment Retreat for Men  

 

All Catholic, college-aged (18+ or older) men who are striving to live out their faith and follow God’s will 

are encouraged to gather with Fr. Greg Dube, director of vocations and seminarians for the Diocese of 

Portland, and other priests from the diocese for a Christmas Season Discernment Retreat being held at 

the beautiful Marie Joseph Spiritual Center in Biddeford from Friday, January 6, to Sunday, January 8. 

 

This retreat will invite the men to ponder the following questions: 

1. What does it mean for me to fully follow Christ? 

2. How does Jesus' call to Matthew inspire us to be more like Matthew in our everyday lives and in 

our discernment of where God is leading me? 

 

If you would like more information or if you would like to attend, email Fr. Greg 

at greg.dube@portlanddiocese.org. 

mailto:greg.dube@portlanddiocese.org
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Seasonal Household Blessings Resource  
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Save the Date: Maine Catholic Men's Conference Set for March 18, 

2023  

 

Theme: BE STRONG IN THE LORD! (Eph 6:10)  
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Save the Date: Maine Catholic Women's Conference Set for May 6th, 

2023 
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Fruits from the Vineyard  

 

 

1 - Holy Cross School--South Portland, Maine  

A 15-year tradition of hanging a wreath outside of Holy Cross school has expanded to hanging candles 

made out of strings of purple and rose-colored lights to represent the 4 weeks of Advent. It started out 

with just the wreath being hung outside of the school and in the hallway of the school and with special 

morning prayers being said during Advent.  Wanting to share a more external sign of our Catholic faith 

the students at Holy Cross made the Advent candles out of posterboard and taped them to the 

windows.  Realizing that these posterboard Advent candles could only be seen during the day Holy Cross 

searched for a solution that would allow people passing by to see these candles that represent hope, 

faith, joy, and peace. About 8 years ago Holy Cross found the solution as they began hanging purple and 



16 
 

rose-colored lights in the shape of candles in the windows each week leading up to Christmas.  As is 

tradition the lights will change from purple and rose to white on Christmas day.   

 

These lights sure have produced a joy and enthusiasm from those in the community. "My favorite 

response was from a woman who counted down the weeks until her family came to town for Christmas 

by watching the windows light each week," stated Bill Ridge, 8th grade teacher at Holy Cross school.    

 

Ridge also shared that having the candles in the windows are a way to evangelize others.  "Our classes 

discuss the outward sign of Advent that we are sharing with the community. For those who know what 

the lights are and what they mean, we are sharing the anticipation of Christmas with them. It makes the 

school a part of the parish celebration of the season. For those who do not know of Advent or the 

tradition of the candles, we hope that they ask or do their own research to learn about Advent. My 

students know that if just one person seeks to learn about what we are doing, it is a wonderful thing." 
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Inspiration  

 

I (Hannah) am really into podcasts.  I listen to a podcast called "The Daily Nothings."  The hosts are two 

beautiful, faithful, millennial women who want to accompany their audience on the path to sainthood 

and to invite them to ponder how "every daily sip, bite, walk, song, prayer, chat, and snooze amounts to 

eternity. "  

 

The most recent episode was entitled "Are You Hosting a Dinner Party or a Pity Party?" The episode 

discusses how when things don't go the way we plan we should not despair and throw a pity party, 

rather we should do something that brings joy to ourselves and others.  The host, Courtney, talks about 

how she wanted to throw a pity party over being sick for a couple days, but instead she decided to plan 

a dinner party for when she recovered.  I was inspired by this because instead of looking at what she 

missed out on, she decided to find something to look forward to and a way to gather with the people 

she loves.  

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-daily-nothings/id1650839706
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Sometimes (and I know I'm not the only one) I find it hard to find the things to look forward to and find 

it easier to dwell on what I've missed out on. For example, this past weekend my old college roommate 

threw an amazing Christmas party, but I wasn't able to attend because I was sick. I was tempted to 

throw a pity party because I had been so excited to attend the party earlier.  Then I heard this podcast, 

and I was inspired to find something to look forward to. I texted my old college roommate and then 

made some plans (for when I felt better) to spend time with her and some of my other friends who were 

at the party.   

 

So, I issue you the same challenge.  Throw a dinner party, not a pity party.  Give in to joy and get rid of 

the despair or the fear of missing out.   
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Prayer  

 

God of power and mercy open our hearts in welcome. Remove the things that hinder us from receiving 

Christ with joy so that we may share His wisdom and become one with Him when He comes in glory, for 

He lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Taken from: jesuitresource.org  

https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/advent-prayers#:~:text=God of power and mercy,Amen.

