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I will praise him as long as I 
live; I will sing to my God all 

my life.
Psalm 146:2



Intro Notes 

for 

Presenter

✓ Welcome

✓ Introduce diocesan support staff 

✓ This presentation will  be recorded

✓ All  sl ides and PDFs will  be provided to parish 

leaders; fol low-up with pastor/staff, volunteers

✓ This gathering is both informational and practical

✓ Q & A at the end of the gathering

✓ Gather in a spirit  of unity & simplicity

✓ Clergy/parish leaders fol low up with Georgette at: 

Georgette.dionne@portlanddiocese.org 



Opening prayer

In  the  name of  the  Father,  and o f  the  Son,  and o f  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t .  

Amen

Unafra id to  ask  our  lov ing  God for  those  th ings  that  can  make us  

whole  and lov ing  persons ,  and as  people  ca l led  to  be  God’s  

ser vants ,  let  us  humbly  ask  God for  a l l  that  we need to  be  

fa i thfu l  and t rue .

We ask  th i s  through Chr i s t  our  Lord.  Amen.

In  the  name of  the  Father,  and of  the  Son,  and of  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t .  

Amen .  ( P f l a u m P u b l i s h i n g ,  C h i l d r e n  C e l e b r a t e  L e a d e r  G u i d e ,  2 0 1 9 )



Jesus Blesses Little Children

Lord Jesus,  may we hear,  love ,  and  l ive  your  Word.

A reading  f rom t he  ho ly  G ospel  according to  Mar k  (10:13 -14,  16)

Some people  brought  ch i ldren to  Jesus  for  h im to  p lace  h i s  hands  

on  them,  but  the  d i sc ip les  sco lded the  people .  When Jesus  

not iced th i s ,  he  was  angr y  and sa id  to  h i s  d i sc ip les ,  “Let  the  

ch i ldren come to  me,  and do  not  s top  them,  because  the  k ingdom 

of  God be longs  to  such  as  these .”  Then he  took  the  ch i ldren in  

his  arms ,  p laced h i s  hands  on  each o f  them,  and b lessed them.

The Gospel  o f  the  Lord.                                                             

Al l :  Pra i se  to  you,  Lord Jesus  Chr i st .



In a
nutshell…

Children’s 
Liturgy of the 

Word is …

…weekly l iturgy - our church’s public worship and 
ritual prayer - designed for children, not altered

…not daycare, a faith formation class, an 
activity/craft t ime

…an established weekly practice during Liturgy of 
the Word at Mass (roughly 15 minutes) 

…a profound ministry for the whole ‘family of faith’



Authority for the Directory for Masses with Children (DMC)
T e x t  p o r t i o n s  a d a p t e d  f r o m  E i l e e n  L u t h i ,  D i r e c t o r y  f o r  M a s s e s  w i t h  C h i l d r e n  - L i t u r g y  B r i s b a n e  E d u c a t i o n  N e w s  ( w e e b l y . c o m )

Liturgy is our church’s worship and prayer ritual, rooted in the Bible. It is “how we do it” and ‘who we are” as Catholic Christians. Liturgy 

of the Word & Liturgy of the Eucharist make up the two parts of each Mass that is celebrated globally.  A Catholic document c alled the 

Directory for Masses with Children (DMC) provides guidelines for the parish practice of Children’s Liturgy of the Word.

The founding vision for the renewal of liturgy originates with the Vatican II Council (1962-65); the specific and practical interpretation

of the principles to the Mass, comes from the General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM – newest edition 2010). 

“In response to repeated petitions from the entire Catholic world and with the cooperation of men and women specialists from almost 

every nation” (DMC #4), The Directory for Masses with Children “was prepared by the Congregation for Divine Worship. On October 22, 

1973,  Pope Paul VI approved and confirmed it and ordered that it be published ” (DMC #55). It is a formal liturgical document, meant to 

supplement the GIRM, when children are present at Mass. The DMC’s purpose serves to ‘enlarge’, the foundational and authoritative 

documents to serve the needs of children and families.” Children’s Liturgy of the Word offers steps toward full immersion of the Mass, 

which cannot be replaced. 

Directed by the DMC and approved by the Vatican for dioceses in the United States, The Lectionary for Masses with Children was 

published (1991-93). It is a liturgical book containing readings and “is primarily intended for use at Masses which are primaril y for 

children and not the ordinary Sunday Mass” (Forward - Lectionary for Masses with Children). 

https://litedliturgybrisbane.weebly.com/directory-for-masses-with-children.html


Why Children’s Liturgy of the Word?

▪ The ch i ldren exper ience  the  L i turgy  o f  the  Word  o n the i r  own leve l  o f  deve lopmenta l  understanding ,  

they get  accustomed to  the  pattern  and par ts  o f  the  L i turgy,  the  worsh ip  responses ,  movements ,  and 

gestures .  They  are  uni f ied  wi th  the  loca l  and g loba l  communi ty in  th i s  exper ience.

▪ Chi ldren are  genuine ly  capable  o f  hear ing  and absorb ing  God’s  Word,  prayers ,  and short  inter va l s  o f  

s i lence  and ref lect ion;  they  learn  to  be  act ive  worsh ippers .  Many  s imply  need a  ch i ld - f r iendly  

env i ronment  to  pract i ce  in .  

▪ The parents  and guard ians  o f  the  ch i ldren are  g iven the  g i f t  o f  remain ing  in  church,  in  communi ty,  to  

exper ience  the  l i turgy  and to  ref lect  on  the  readings  and homi ly  on  an  adul t  leve l ,  w i thout  added 

d i st ract ion.  



Best Parish Practice:      
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Liturgy is  communal by nature and 
our practice echoes Catholic belief 

about l iturgy. Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word is  best provided by inviting, 

engaging, and training multiple 
baptized Catholic persons to form 

parish teams.

Pros of Team Ministry                       
(2 to 6 adults) 

Cons of Solitary Ministry 

Manageable demand of  time and commitment 
from week to week as CLW leaders rotate 
service in 1 or 2 weekends a month. 

Unrealistic demand of time and commitment 
from one person, week after week.

Multiple witnesses of faith for the children and 
parents/guardians to come to know and trust

Single witness of faith for the children and 
parents/guardians to come to know and trust

Allows team members to participate and reflect 
on the Liturgy of the Word with adult peers on 
most Sundays

Deprives that leader of participation and 
reflection during the Liturgy of the Word in the 
community of other adult peers

Reflects communal nature of liturgy as “work” 
shared among many in the community

Increases potential for attitude of personal 
‘possession’ or ‘attachment’ to a ministry

Easier to maintain safe environment principles 
and best practices expected by the diocese

Increases risk of compromising safe environment 
principles and best practices expected by the 
diocese



Child Development  

Children have a whole relationship with 
Christ, not an incomplete one due to their 
age. Children are parishioners. “Children’s 

faith grows and blossoms through 
liturgical experience appropriate to their 

developmental level.”

Our Catholic life is not primarily rooted 
in brain cognition.  What does it mean 

to ‘know”, with our being, the real 
presence of Christ among us  -

including the liturgy of the Mass?

Psychological patterns of children demand 
respect. Liturgy is an immersive, social-

behavioral experience. RCIA asserts ‘that 
Christian living is prompted, learned and 
integrated through the liturgical event’. 

“Mother Church earnestly desires that 
all the faithful should be led to that 

fully conscious and active 
participation in liturgical celebrations 
which is demanded by the very nature 

of the liturgy.” 

(Sacrosanctum Concilium 14, 
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy  

Pope Paul VI) ​

Not exclusive to and especially 
important with children , Montessori 

principles - Sensory-rich rituals, 
movements, gestures, and 

environment  are embedded in our 
Catholic experience. We all thrive on 

this.  Not a spectator sport!



Jesus - Pastoral Authority 

“Christ’s particular care for children teaches us that they 

are capable of welcoming God’s cal l and responding to it.  

Children’s human and, therefore, rel igious experience is 

complete and whole in itself and is not determined 

simply by their potential for adulthood. The ful lest 

reality of the l iturgical assembly is chi ldren and adults 

together – not separate celebrations which run the risk 

of diminishing the place of chi ldren in the l iturgical 

assembly…the same thing can happen if  inadequate 

attention is given to their presence in the ful l assembly.” 

(Conclusion – Lect ionary for  Masses with Chi ldren,#54, 1991 -93)



We Gather for Mass 

Steps for 

Children’s Liturgy of 

the Word

Together &  Separate

TOGETHER:                                                                                                              
The children remain in church for the Introductory Rites                        
(Entrance, Greeting, Penitential Act/Rite of Sprinkling, Gloria, Collect)       

SEPARATE:                                                                                                              
The celebrant calls forth the children and leaders, who withdraw (are not 
dismissed) to a separate space for the Liturgy of the Word:                                                                                                    
- 1st or 2nd Reading                                                                                                    
- Gospel acclamation, Gospel reading, and reflection                                                                           
- Profession of Faith (simplified)                                                                              
- Universal prayer (simplified from parish intercessions)

TOGETHER:                                                                                                              
The children and leader(s) return to the assembly during the collection, for 
the Liturgy of the Eucharist.



Training & Preparation

❑ Vo l u n t e e r  t i m e  c o m m i t m e n t  &  p r ay e r – ro u g h l y  1 5  m i n u t e s  d u r i n g  M a s s ;  p r e p  t i m e  a n d  p raye r  a r e  e s s e n t i a l i n  t h e  

w e e k  p r i o r :  f ro m  t h e  l e c t i o n a r y,  s e e  w h i c h  r e a d i n g  i s  i n c l u d e d  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  G o s p e l ;  r e a d  t h e  G o s p e l  a n d  l e t  i t  

s i m m e r ;  g e t  g u i d a n c e  f ro m  l i t u rg y  r e s o u rc e ;  p ray ;  e n j o y  t h e  p ro c e s s !  Tra i n e d  s u b s  a r e  h e l p f u l  a s  a r e  t e e n  a i d e s  w h o  

c a n  b e  g i v e n  s m a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  l i t u rg y ;  a  l e a d  v o l u n t e e r  c r e a t e s  ro t a t i o n  s c h e d u l e  f o r  p a r i s h

❑ A g e  o f  c h i l d re n  - a g e s  4 - 1 0  i s  h i g h l y  r e c o m m e n d e d ;  o l d e r  c h i l d re n  w h o  h av e  r e c e i v e d  f i r s t  C o m m u n i o n  a r e  

e n c o u ra ge d  t o  r e m a i n  w i t h  c o n g r e gat i o n ;  y e t  – t h e y  m ay  s e l f - re g u l at e  a n d  i n  d u e  t i m e  d e c i d e  t o  r e j o i n  t h e  

a s s e m b l y,  w i t h  g e n t l e  e n c o u ra g e m e n t ;  i f  y o u n ge r  c h i l d re n  w i s h  t o  a t t e n d ,  a  p a r e n t /g u a rd i a n  m u s t  a c c o m p a ny  c h i l d  

( s e e  i m p o r t a n t  n o t e s  b e l o w ) .  

❑ P r o t e c t i n g  G o d ’s  C h i l d r e n  t r a i n i n g  &  C o d e  o f  E t h i c s  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  v o l u n t e e r  l e a d e r s  - d i o c e s a n - m a n d at e d  s a f e  

e n v i ro n m e n t  t ra i n i n g  f o r  a l l  p a r i s h  v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  h a v e  d i r e c t  a n d  c o n t i n u o u s  c o n t a c t  w i t h  y o u t h ;  o n e  t ra i n e d  

a d u l t  l e a d s  t h e  l i t u rg y,  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  a n o t h e r  t ra i n e d  &  av a i l a b l e  a d u l t  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  w h o  i s  a wa r e  o f  t h i s  

s u p p o r t  ro l e  ( c a t e c h i s t ,  p a r i s h  c a t e c h e t i c a l  l e a d e r,  E u c h a r i s t i c  M i n i s t e r,  u s h e r,  o t h e r  t ra i n e d  a d u l t ) ;  

p a r e n t s /g u a rd i a n s  w h o  r e g u l a r l y  a t t e n d  C h i l d r e n ’s  L i t u r g y  o f  t h e  Wo r d  f o r  C h i l d r e n ,  w i t h  a n y  c h i l d ( re n ) m u s t  s e e k  

P G C  t ra i n i n g .  

❑ G a t h e r i n g  s p a c e  – c l o s e  t o  t h e  c h u rc h ;  s i m p l e  a n d  r e f l e c t s  t h e  w o rs h i p  s a n c t u a r y /a l t a r  – s e t  w i t h  w h i t e  c l o t h ,  

c a n d l e s ,  c ro s s ;  s e n s o r y - r i c h  &  r e ve re n t  i t e m s  o r  w a l l  a d o r n m e n t s ,  f o r  “ f u l l y  a c t i v e  a n d  c o n s c i o u s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ” ;  

( o p t i o n a l  – o v e r  t i m e ,  c h i l d re n  m ay  p ro c e s s  w i t h  w h i t e  c l o t h ,  c a n d l e s ,  c ro s s  t o  s e t  u p  t h e  s p a c e  “a l ta r ” )   



3 Themes:
o Adaptation – liturgy is not altered, 

diluted, or replaced

o Participation – what our church calls 

“fully active and conscious 

participation”

o Liturgical formation -

“know”(understand) the Mass, and 

Christ’s presence, with heart and mind; 

intergenerational integration; immersion 



Resources are well-designed, diverse, 

and adaptable. Know your audience!  

1. P f laum Publ i sh ing  P f laum.com

Chi ldren Ce lebrate  Leader ’s  Guide,  quar ter ly,  week  by  week  

(ch i ldren’s  take -home leaf lets  opt iona l ,  not  recommended)        

c l i ck  on  Weekly  Gospel  Ref lect ion  V ideos  wi th  Miss  Heid i  

2. Growing up Catho l i c  – Chi ldren ’s  L i turgy  o f  the  Word       

What ,  Why,  How? (Paul  Canavese) ;  informat iona l ;  o rder  the  

d ig i ta l  vers ion  at  no  charge  or  the  gu ide  (p ictured here)  for  

nomina l  fee

3.  Por t land D iocese  resources:  L i fe long  Fa i th  Format ion

PDFs  =  Power -point  s l ides  & “Pr inc ip les”  f rom Arch  o f  Boston

4.  L ive  demo of  Chi ldren ’s  L i turgy  o f  the  Word  (18   min)                
St .  Joseph Catho l i c  Church,  Mar ion,  IA  

https://www.pflaum.com/
https://www.pflaum.com/liturgy-of-the-word/
https://pastoral.center/childrens-liturgy-of-the-word-what-why-how
https://www.portlanddiocese.org/olff/faith_formation
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=catholic+children%27s+liturgy+of+the+word&docid=608026417022835135&mid=1BB1BA32A44C4FB542BD1BB1BA32A44C4FB542BD&view=detail&FORM=VIRE









