
Lectio Divina for the  
Fifth Sunday of Lent

We begin our prayer:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Enlighten, O God of compassion, 
the hearts of your children, sanctified by 

penance, 
and in your kindness 
grant those you stir to a sense of devotion 
a gracious hearing when they cry out to 

you.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

(Collect, Wednesday of the Fifth Week 
of Lent)

Reading (Lectio)
Read the following Scripture two or three times.
John 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

The sisters of Lazarus sent word to Jesus, 
saying, “Master, the one you love is ill.” 
When Jesus heard this he said, “This illness 
is not to end in death, but is for the glory of 
God, that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.” Now Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that he 
was ill, he remained for two days in the place 
where he was. Then after this he said to his 
disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus 
had already been in the tomb for four days. 

When Martha heard that Jesus was com-
ing, she went to meet him; but Mary sat at 
home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have 
died. But even now I know that whatever 
you ask of God, God will give you.” Jesus 
said to her, “Your brother will rise.” Martha 
said, “I know he will rise, in the resur-
rection on the last day.” Jesus told her, “I 
am the resurrection and the life; whoever 
believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?” She said to 
him, “Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that 
you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one 
who is coming into the world.”

He became perturbed and deeply troubled, 
and said, “Where have you laid him?” They 
said to him, “Sir, come and see.” And Jesus 
wept. So the Jews said, “See how he loved 
him.” But some of them said, “Could not 
the one who opened the eyes of the blind 
man have done something so that this man 
would not have died?”

So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the 
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay across 
it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 
Martha, the dead man’s sister, said to him, 
“Lord, by now there will be a stench; he has 
been dead for four days.” Jesus said to her, 
“Did I not tell you that if you believe you 
will see the glory of God?” So they took 



2

away the stone. And Jesus raised his eyes 
and said, “Father, I thank you for hear-
ing me. I know that you always hear me; 
but because of the crowd here I have said 
this, that they may believe that you sent 
me.” And when he had said this, he cried 
out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
The dead man came out, tied hand and 
foot with burial bands, and his face was 
wrapped in a cloth. So Jesus said to them, 
“Untie him and let him go.”

Now many of the Jews who had come to 
Mary and seen what he had done began to 
believe in him.

Meditation (Meditatio)
After the reading, take some time to reflect in silence on 
one or more of the following questions:

• What word or words in this passage caught 
your attention? 

• What in this passage comforted you? 
• What in this passage challenged you?

If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group, 
after the reflection time, invite the participants to share 
their responses.

Contemplation (Contemplatio)
Read the scripture passage again, followed by 
this reflection:
How does this passage connect with the experience of 
your daily life? 
“This illness is not to end in death, but is for the glory of 
God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 

How do I experience the glory of God in my life? How 
does my daily living help to glorify God?
“I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes 
in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die.” How does my hope 
in the Resurrection influence the way I live my daily 
life? To what actions and attitudes does my faith in the 
Resurrection compel me?
So Jesus said to them, “Untie him and let him go.” What 
sins and failures tie me down and keep me from acting 
as God wills? What steps can I take to live more fully 
in freedom as a child of God?

Prayer (Oratio)
Read the scripture passage one more time. Bring to the 
Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that the Word 
inspires in you.
After all have had a chance to make their prayer, all 
recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:

Closing Prayer:
See, my servant shall prosper,

he shall be raised high and greatly 
exalted.

Even as many were amazed at him—
so marred were his features,
beyond that of mortals
his appearance, beyond that of human 

beings—
So shall he startle many nations,

kings shall stand speechless;
For those who have not been told shall see,

those who have not heard shall ponder it.

(Isaiah 52:13-15)
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