
Early in his pontificate, Pope Benedict XVI issued an Encyclical entitled God is 

Love. In that teaching he wrote, “Jesus death on the cross is…love in its most radical 

form. By contemplating the pierced side of Christ, we can understand the starting of 

this encyclical letter ‘God is love’. It is there that this truth can be contemplated. It is 

from there that our definition of love must begin. In this contemplation the Christian 

discovers the path along which his life and love must move.” 

Catholic morality makes distinction between the word “individual” and the word 

“person”. “Individual” indicates someone detached from the discovery of life’s meaning 

and purpose. “Individual” points to someone’s existence apart from community, 

someone who may embrace law, but avoids love. “Individual” is motivated primarily by 

self-interest and forms alliances to secure and protect self- interest. “Individual” 

makes claims of human rights but accepts no mandated responsibilities.  

“Person” is someone deeply connected to life’s meaning and purpose, moving 

freely within community, and seeking, embracing and growing in love. “Person” is 

motivated by compassion founded on love. “Persons” form community. Community 

allows everyone’s humanity to flourish and blossom while discovering life’s meaning 

and purpose. “Person” is “other-centered” and sees her/his own life as gift to be 

offered that love may bloom. 

On Calvary, the Lord Jesus Christ revealed the ultimate vocation for everyone is 

the vocation of “personhood”, the ability and choice to be for others forming and 

shaping community in the process. “Contemplating the pierced side of Christ”, we 

come to recognize Jesus’ singular action of complete sacrifice as a total solidarity with 

all humanity and all creation. It brings to fulfillment Jesus’ own words in the gospel, 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.” 

“Contemplating the pierced side of Christ”, we see the Lord’s community 

emerging as “church”, a people formed and shaped in the Lord’s own body and blood; 

formed and shaped in the Lord’s own redeeming sacrifice. This “Church”, “The Lord’s 

Community”, is called to be visible and active in the realm of daily life and reveal the 

abiding presence of Christ in the world around us. 

We encounter the presence of Christ in our gatherings for sacraments, 

especially the Eucharist. We reveal this presence of Christ in generous and loving 

service to the world around us. 

Society today often trades community for anonymity. The common good is 

replaced with entitlement. Entitlement is determined by demanding and insisting, 

often with no discernable right to what is demanded. Entitlement insists on opting out 

of all natural responsibilities and yet still be provided for. 

The common good recognizes my right to draw from common resources, while 

at the same time recognizing my responsibility to contribute to the common good for 

others to benefit.  

Many have become high tech and low touch. Our technology has given us great 

advantages and opportunities. Technology has opened up entire nations once closed to 



the outside world. But there is also a dark side to this same gift. Technology connects 

people living thousands of miles apart. Technology also creates spaces between people 

living in close proximity. People in close proximity often trade the human touch for the 

touch of a keypad or screen.  

This disconnect allows people to become more insensitive, bold in abuse, and 

uncaring in heart. Supposed anonymity in social media gives some the opportunity to 

abuse, bully and degrade others for vengeance or just plain fun.  

We trade intimacy, dignity and compassion for promiscuity, degradation and 

voyeurism. Our craven desires, hostility and self-righteous indignation have no limits. 

These are serious sins tearing at human dignity and pulling true community apart. 

Jesus makes references to such actions in the gospel, “For everyone who does wicked 

things hates the light and does not come toward the light so that his works might not 

be exposed.” 

Moses lifted the serpent in the desert. The people needed a reminder of who was 

their Lord and God. The people had been constantly complaining and bitterly 

attacking Moses. Their sin against Moses became their own worst enemy. The 

poisonous venom of the serpents represents the poisonous venom of their own 

tongues that have come back to bite them.  

When Moses lifted the serpent in the desert, he displayed God’s ultimate power 

over all their sinfulness. Their own poisonous venom coming back to strike them, is 

now destroyed by the power of God. When Moses lifted the serpent, the people 

suddenly shared a common vision. Their unity was no longer fueled from their bitter 

complaining and anger. Suddenly, looking together at what God had done for them, a 

common sight became a common vision. They recognized the path out of their descent 

into madness and made choices to walk the path of redemption together. 

Lifting the cross manifests the way out of the deep holes we have dug for 

ourselves. Holes of discrimination and exclusion, degrading sexuality and 

commitments, exploiting the weak, destroying ecological systems, fueling fanaticism 

and what Pope Francis refers to as “globalization of indifference.”  

Lifting the cross manifests not only a path for us to walk, but a life for us to 

live. “Contemplating the pierced side of Christ”, we can enter into his embrace, be 

cleansed of our selfishness and fear, and be formed anew for the purpose of Christ’s 

own community, “The Church”. The Savior’s cross transforms an instrument of 

torture, humiliation, and death into an instrument of forgiveness, mercy, peace and 

eternal life. The cross, used by the Romans to inflict terror and oppression upon a 

defeated people, is now used by God for victory and redemption that sets all people 

free. 

The great Italian film director Roberto Rossellini once said, “Today, everyone 

knows how to live in society, but no one knows how to live in community. The heart of 

society is law, but the heart of community is love.”  



In a few weeks, we will renew our promises of baptism as the elect will make 

these promises for the first time before entering the baptismal waters. The question 

will be put to us, “Do you believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic church?” How 

will we answer? 

 

 


