
WORKS OF MERCY 

Fifteen years ago, we were all horrified and stunned by the coldhearted and cold-blooded attacks on 

the World Trade Center in New York City, the Pentagon in Washington D.C., and the downing of 

another hijacked plane over Pennsylvania. Fifteen years ago, life in our nation changed and the 

change is irreversible. 

Since that time, we have been a nation at war without interruption. If we can remember as far back 

as age four, then all of our young people, age 19 or younger, have consciously known their nation at 

war for their entire life. If our young people have known war for all their daily life as Americans, 

they will also be the ones paying for it for decades to come. A fifteen-plus year war has cost trillions 

of dollars over that time period. Yet, shortly after the war began, taxes were cut with bipartisan 

support. That is largely responsible for the mountains of debt piling up in federal budget accounts. 

There also seems to be no end in sight. 

In addition, each day approximately 20 veterans from these wars, bearing immense emotional pain, 

commit suicide. These are wars taking great toll on our nation’s life, but discussions on the purpose 

for continuing these wars are rare. We are in a year of presidential and national elections but the 

length of this war is rarely discussed. That reality is appalling! We cannot simply pretend this has 

no impact on our national soul and our own souls as well. 

In the Middle East and Near East, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have now been joined by civil 

wars in Syria, Libya, and Yemen. The number of refugees in the world today compares to the 

numbers at the end of World War II. That number in 1945 was approximately 52 million refugees. 

Few imagined those numbers would ever be seen again.  

The readings this weekend focus our attention on mercy, perhaps God’s most endearing attribute. 

One spiritual writer suggests the lost coin represents those times we just “ended up at the wrong 

place at the wrong time” while the lost sheep represents those times by our own foolishness we 

walked down a wrong path and discovered our self to be hopelessly lost. In both cases and in every 

case, God pursues us unrelentingly, seeking us out, calling us back and when we finally choose to 

turn around and follow the Lord again, he carries us joyfully on his shoulders. The readings from 

The Book of Exodus and St. Paul’s own life describe great sin but the reading focuses on God’s 

more powerful mercy. 

We can restrict the power of God’s mercy acting only in individuals. But God’s mercy is just as 

powerful for a community, a nation, and also the church as well. Turning around from a fifteen year 

and continuing war and its devastating effects is no small matter and requires great sacrifice. But, 

if we truly believe in the power of mercy, we will not be deterred from the task before us.  

Pope Francis has called for a “revolution of tenderness.” This revolution of tenderness is part and 

parcel of this Jubilee Year of Mercy quickly coming to a close in November. His call can seem so 

weak, so feeble a response. In some circles, it is often dismissed as pathetic. But we would be 

remiss to reject or diminish this in any way. History is on the side of the Holy Father.  

In the history of the Catholic Church, especially in times of either great oppression from outside the 

church or great corruption within the church’s life, the works of mercy served to cleanse the 

church, renew her and revive her life in the wider world. The simple and gentle works of care and 

consolation became powerful experiences for healing and restoration for entire countries. 

The corporal and spiritual works of mercy extend God’s merciful love to the world around us. They 

are the healing and consoling merciful love of God extended through the hands of the Lord’s sisters 

and brothers united with Him in baptism. The seven Sacraments are merciful encounters with the 

Risen Christ for the baptized expressing faith. These works of mercy are in similar ways also God’s 

sacraments but for believers and non-believers, the good, the not-so-good and the destructively 



horrible. The works of mercy are meant for every human being and bring healing to the deep 

wounds and harsh divisions among people.  

Here are a couple examples from local publications describing the power of these works. 

 “City Rallies Around Muslim Neighbors” 

The front page story in the American Journal (August 25, 2016) 

 

The article reports on several typed notes reading, “All Muslims are Terrorists and should be 

Killed.” These were found on cars and on the ground of an area where recent Middle East 

immigrants live, most of whom are of the Muslim faith. The fear generated by the notes was 

countered by the hundreds of other citizens attending a rally supporting these neighbors. 

They formed a circle of support for these folks using words like “understanding” and 

togetherness.” Bravo to the citizens of Westbrook! This story on the American Journal’s front 

page should have been on the front page of the New York Times! 

We can take great hope in the actions of Westbrook citizens to the threatening messages left 

on property owned by other Westbrook citizens of foreign birth and Muslim religion. They 

rose to the occasion of offering hospitality and welcome and would not let the actions of one 

or a few hateful cowards keep them from being a great city. 

Let me also approach this issue from another perspective. Are all the citizens of Westbrook to 

blame for these threatening notes? Of course not. Only those involved in these actions bear 

responsibility and need to be held accountable. Can we also then realize the Muslim 

community is also not responsible for the radicalization of one or a few in their community? 

All Muslims are not to blame for a few being radicalized as all Westbrook citizens are not to 

blame for hateful notes left by one or a few.  

 Secondly, from Harvest, our diocesan periodical. If you are not familiar with Harvest, you are 

missing out on a very fine magazine with lots of inspiring stories and good catechetical 

information. From the September/October 2016 edition, the patriarch of the Maronite 

Catholic Church visited the parish of St. Joseph Maronite in Waterville. The Roman Catholic 

Church is comprised of various rites. You and I are part of the Latin Rite, the largest Catholic 

rite. But there are also smaller communities also in communion with Rome and Maronites 

are one of those rites. Maronite Catholics come primarily from Lebanon and are one of the 

ancient rites of the Roman Catholic Church. Cardinal Patriarch al-Rahi made a pastoral visit 

to this small but vibrant Catholic community. 

“According to the United Nations, Lebanon has the highest number of Syrian refugees in the 

world in proportion to its population. The Cardinal said Maronites in Lebanon live in peace 

with fellow Christians and Muslims, noting that while “most of the refugees are Muslim, most 

of those helping them are Christian.” Cardinal al-Rahi said, “We created together, a common 

identity. If we lose Christians in the Middle East, or if we lose Muslims in the Middle East, we 

lose the moderation.” 

From the Catholic Relief Services website comes a story from September 15, 2015. “CRS is 

working with Caritas (their Catholic counterparts in other nations) partners to assist more 

than 800,000 war-affected Syrians, including refugees in Lebanon, Jordan and Egypt.” 

Referencing Syria’s civil war, the Cardinal stated, “If we don’t help these refugees regain their 

liberty, their rights, and their property, we are participating in the cultivation of continuous 

terrorism. It is very important, too, as well, to cry out with us to the international community 

to stop the war. Otherwise, we will always have waves and waves of refugees. We have to 

solve the cause of refugees. We have to cry out together, ‘Stop the war!’” 


